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TO: Standing Committee on City Services and Budgets 

FROM: General Manager of Corporate Services / Director of Finance  

SUBJECT: 2005 "Other" Grant Request, Wildlife Rescue Association  

 
CONSIDERATION 

THAT Council approve a grant of $5,000 to the Wildlife Rescue Association of British 
Columbia: the source of the funds for this request would be Miscellaneous Grants 
within the “Other” Grants category. 

 
COUNCIL POLICY 

Applications for grants under the “Other” Grants category are to be submitted to the City.  
Approval of grants requires eight affirmative votes of Council. 
 
PURPOSE 

This report presents a request for funding for the Wildlife Rescue Association from 
Miscellaneous Grants within the “Other” Grants category. 
 
BACKGROUND 

On June 22, 1989, Council approved the restructuring of the “Other” Grants funding into 
three separate categories: Major Facilities, Annual Recurring and Miscellaneous.  Funding is 
also provided for specific programs and one-time grants requests that come before Council 
throughout the year.  
 
In October 2002, Council approved a permanent reallocation of $48,000 from the 
miscellaneous category to support the creation of a “Celebration” grants category for 
community-based festivals and celebrations to be implemented in 2003. 
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The unallocated balance of the miscellaneous category of the “Other” grants 2005 budget is 
$5,000.  If Council chooses to approve this grant request of $5,000 the source of the funding 
would be Miscellaneous Grants within the “Other” Grants category. 
  
DISCUSSION 

Requested $5,000 – 2004 funding $5,000. 
 
The Wildlife Rescue Association of B.C. (WRA) is a charitable society located in Burnaby.  Its 
mandate is to rehabilitate and release back to the wild injured, orphaned or pollution 
damaged wildlife.  WRA is the largest and oldest urban rehabilitator of wildlife in the 
province.  It raises the public’s awareness of wildlife issues with programs designed to 
educate about wildlife and their habitats and to encourage respect and protection for 
wildlife.  WRA maintains a specially trained response team to provide wildlife rehabilitative 
services in the event of a pollution incident in Vancouver waterways.  Human-wildlife 
conflicts in urban areas are increasing as wildlife habitat is reduced by urban development.  
As a result, WRA is fielding an increasing number of public inquiries about wildlife problems. 
 
WRA’s rehabilitation centre admitted 3,305 animals in 2004, an increase of 210 animals over 
2003. A total of 1,076 (33% of the total) were from Vancouver.  During the year the WRA 
conducted 100 education sessions, delivered the 52 episodes of the television program 
“Wildlife Weekly” which is aired on Shaw TV and responded to 12,000 appeals on its public 
inquiry line.  The WRA predicts an increase in demand for its programs in 2005 as one of the 
other three such regional facilities has announced the closure of its rehabilitative programs in 
2005. 
 
The WRA has one seasonal and six full time employees who are assisted by over 125 
volunteers.  Despite a significant reduction in operating costs in 2004 which are sustained in 
the 2005 budget, WRA forecasts a deficit for 2005.  The major sources of revenues, such as 
donations and bequests are in an increasingly competitive and uncertain funding environment 
and are not growing quickly enough to match the increase in need for WRA’s services.  The 
grant request of $5,000 (Appendix A) is to help offset funding shortfalls and to assist the 
organization respond to local wildlife and community needs. 
 
The WRA experienced a deficit of $20,598 in 2004 and are forecasting a deficit of $53,548 on 
a total budget of $344,698 for 2005.  The WRA has a six month emergency fund to cover 
contingencies.  At the end of 2004, the Emergency Fund had a balance of $194,795.  In 
addition to the Emergency Fund, The WRA has an Endowment Fund of $103,931, an Operating 
Fund of $(5,059) and a Capital Fund of $6,100.  The total balance of all funds at the end of 
2004 was $299,767.  The WRA financial statements for 2004 are attached to Appendix A. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The Association received grants from the City of Vancouver in the amount of $2,500 in 1992; 
$2,575 in 1993; $3,000 in 1994; $5,000 in 2002; $4,500 in 2003 and $5,000 in 2004.  
 
The source of funds for the grant under consideration is Miscellaneous Grants within the 
“Other” Grants category. 
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Currently under the Miscellaneous Grants under the “Other” Grants category, there is $5,000 
available in funding for the consideration of this request.  If Council chooses to approve this 
request, there would no further funds available for Miscellaneous Grants. 
 
CONCLUSION 

The General Manager of Corporate Services submits the Wildlife Rescue Association’s grant 
request for Council’s consideration. 
 
 

* * * * * 
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