
Report date range from:    7/20/2026 5:00:00 PM    to: 7/22/2026 9:30:00 AM

Vancouver ODP Amendment: (i) 500 Dunsmuir Street, 619-655 Richards Street, 501-565 West Georgia Street and (ii) 388 Abbott Street and CD-1 Rezoning: 
(i) 500 Dunsmuir Street, 619-655 Richards Street, 501-595 West Georgia Street and 620-698 Seymour Street and (ii) 388 Abbott Street - Support
Date 
Received

Time 
Created Subject Position Content Author Name Neighborhood Attachment

2026-07-20 17:22 Vancouver ODP 
Amendment: (i) 500 

Dunsmuir Street, 619-655 
Richards Street, 501-565 

West Georgia Street and (ii) 
388 Abbott Street and CD-1 
Rezoning: (i) 500 Dunsmuir 

Street, 619-655 Richards 
Street, 501-595 West 

Georgia Street and 620-698 
Seymour Street and (ii) 388 

Abbott Street

Support Automation Confirmation Bruce Means Downtown Attachment 1 
Attachment 2 
Attachment 3 

2026-07-20 17:50 Vancouver ODP 
Amendment: (i) 500 

Dunsmuir Street, 619-655 
Richards Street, 501-565 

West Georgia Street and (ii) 
388 Abbott Street and CD-1 
Rezoning: (i) 500 Dunsmuir 

Street, 619-655 Richards 
Street, 501-595 West 

Georgia Street and 620-698 
Seymour Street and (ii) 388 

Abbott Street

Support We still have a dire need for hotel rooms in Vancouver. And a new group of visitors, people 
coming to Vancouver for medical reasons. 

A B

2026-07-21 10:08 Vancouver ODP 
Amendment: (i) 500 

Dunsmuir Street, 619-655 
Richards Street, 501-565 

West Georgia Street and (ii) 
388 Abbott Street and CD-1 
Rezoning: (i) 500 Dunsmuir 

Street, 619-655 Richards 
Street, 501-595 West 

Georgia Street and 620-698 
Seymour Street and (ii) 388 

Abbott Street

Support Please find enclosed letter in support of this application.

Michael A. Goldberg

Dean and Herbert R. Fullerton Professor of Urban Land Policy Emeritus 
The Sauder School of Business, The University of British Columbia

Michael A.  Goldberg Attachment 1 

2026-07-21 11:23 Vancouver ODP 
Amendment: (i) 500 

Dunsmuir Street, 619-655 
Richards Street, 501-565 

West Georgia Street and (ii) 
388 Abbott Street and CD-1 
Rezoning: (i) 500 Dunsmuir 

Street, 619-655 Richards 
Street, 501-595 West 

Georgia Street and 620-698 
Seymour Street and (ii) 388 

Abbott Street

Support See attached file. Carol Lee  
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https://cov311prfileuploadstcc01.blob.core.windows.net/attachment-blob-container/ee6ea59b-6cbd-4ff0-b3c1-2c738d51df00/IMG_5162.jpeg?sv=2021-06-08&st=2026-07-20T12%3A22%3A51Z&se=2068-08-16T18%3A40%3A51Z&sr=b&sp=r&sig=Gf%2BXTvB3KrSNztYgna5tSQSFpAS9394Grc8dzq9OMPU%3D
https://cov311prfileuploadstcc01.blob.core.windows.net/attachment-blob-container/ee6ea59b-6cbd-4ff0-b3c1-2c738d51df00/IMG_5163.jpeg?sv=2021-06-08&st=2026-07-20T12%3A22%3A51Z&se=2068-08-16T18%3A40%3A51Z&sr=b&sp=r&sig=clQt0u2fPXka%2FPM3o2OK5%2FaYU0z95qRFhpfZDRjrv9c%3D
https://cov311prfileuploadstcc01.blob.core.windows.net/attachment-blob-container/ee6ea59b-6cbd-4ff0-b3c1-2c738d51df00/IMG_5161.jpeg?sv=2021-06-08&st=2026-07-20T12%3A22%3A51Z&se=2068-08-16T18%3A40%3A51Z&sr=b&sp=r&sig=%2Bi0RoS4kl6yc37KmUAsSCHUl7tbu%2FK9J7UW64qnbUxI%3D
https://cov311prfileuploadstcc01.blob.core.windows.net/attachment-blob-container/d086b28c-4ddb-4818-aa1a-36a5ca1ef09d/Letter_to_Vancouver_Mayor_and_Council_in_Support_of_501_and_595_West_Georgia_Street_and_388_Abbott_Street_003_.pdf?sv=2021-06-08&st=2026-07-21T05%3A09%3A35Z&se=2043-11-29T17%3A00%3A35Z&sr=b&sp=r&sig=YSWQYLi3AV13KAwm10VRcUbRzcrrjWiQRex%2BRdGn7Dc%3D
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Vancouver ODP Amendment: (i) 500 Dunsmuir Street, 619-655 Richards Street, 501-565 West Georgia Street and (ii) 388 Abbott Street and CD-1 Rezoning: 
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2026-07-21 13:54 Vancouver ODP 
Amendment: (i) 500 

Dunsmuir Street, 619-655 
Richards Street, 501-565 

West Georgia Street and (ii) 
388 Abbott Street and CD-1 
Rezoning: (i) 500 Dunsmuir 

Street, 619-655 Richards 
Street, 501-595 West 

Georgia Street and 620-698 
Seymour Street and (ii) 388 

Abbott Street

Support I am submitting this letter on behalf of Jane Talbot, CEO of Downtown Van: 

July 13, 2026
Dear Mayor and Council,
Re: Rezoning Application for 501–525 West Georgia Street, 619 Richards Street, and 500 
Dunsmuir Street
I am writing on behalf of the Downtown Vancouver Business Improvement Association 
(Downtown Van) to express our support for the landmark development proposed under 
Holborn’s rezoning application for the block bounded by West Georgia, Richards, and 
Dunsmuir Streets. This ranks among the most significant private-sector investments ever 
proposed for our district, and it targets one of the parts of downtown that needs it most.

Downtown Van represents the interests of 8,000 businesses and property owners in the 
central 90-block area of Vancouver’s downtown core. As such, we are committed to 
infrastructure and development investments that sustain downtown Vancouver and the 
region as an inclusive, vibrant destination for visitors both regionally and internationally. 

For years, and despite the best efforts of the downtown community, the blocks around the 
former Hudson’s Bay Company have experienced a growing sense of neglect: inactive 
parkades, vacant and under programmed storefronts, and a shuttered flagship store now 
occupy some of the region’s most central land. A redevelopment of this scale and ambition 
can reset this part of the Central Business District and return liveliness and public benefit to 
the street.

The site’s proposed rooftop arboretum and observation deck, open to the public, would give 
Vancouver a new landmark and a rare vantage point over the region. In addition to adding a 
distinctive new silhouette to the skyline, the proposed streetscape improvements hold 
tremendous promise for placemaking and public realm enhancements.

A public, tree-lined plaza designed for flexible programming would give our district adaptable 
space to animate the street and host events year-round. Furthermore, the project’s 
reimagination of at-grade retail, landscaping, and storefronts could re-establish this stretch 
of the city as a destination, even as the hotel’s ballrooms, conference facilities, and event 
spaces close a gap in our capacity to host conventions and major events. A new entrance to 
Granville Station would serve the hundreds of homes right beside one of the busiest SkyTrain 
nodes in the region, further advancing the objectives of transit-oriented development.

Constraints in regional hotel supply limit our ability to capture a growing visitor economy and 
to compete for the conferences that drive downtown spending. New rooms, conference 
space, and public attractions of this calibre would sustain the businesses that depend on 
resident and visitor traffic while populating and animating this part of downtown. 

Downtown Van believes this proposal can turn an underperforming part of our district into 
one of its defining destinations. We look forward to a timely and favourable review.

Sincerely,
Jane Talbot
President & CEO
Downtown Van

Jane Talbot Downtown  
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Report date range from:    7/20/2026 5:00:00 PM    to: 7/22/2026 9:30:00 AM

Vancouver ODP Amendment: (i) 500 Dunsmuir Street, 619-655 Richards Street, 501-565 West Georgia Street and (ii) 388 Abbott Street and CD-1 Rezoning: 
(i) 500 Dunsmuir Street, 619-655 Richards Street, 501-595 West Georgia Street and 620-698 Seymour Street and (ii) 388 Abbott Street - Support
Date 
Received

Time 
Created Subject Position Content Author Name Neighborhood Attachment

2026-07-21 16:31 Vancouver ODP 
Amendment: (i) 500 

Dunsmuir Street, 619-655 
Richards Street, 501-565 

West Georgia Street and (ii) 
388 Abbott Street and CD-1 
Rezoning: (i) 500 Dunsmuir 

Street, 619-655 Richards 
Street, 501-595 West 

Georgia Street and 620-698 
Seymour Street and (ii) 388 

Abbott Street

Support 20518-11.511-320.879
05014-15.514-713.199
33989-1.007-181.670
14298-17.140-220.966
06333-14.024-018.713
25335-6.284-006.032

3AB96386D9861302C
6L2142219B1303839
55Y19974F1305813V
97486623SR218863E
0A707067W6260990S

Bruce Means Downtown Attachment 1 
Attachment 2 
Attachment 3 
Attachment 4 
Attachment 5 
Attachment 6 

2026-07-21 17:19 Vancouver ODP 
Amendment: (i) 500 

Dunsmuir Street, 619-655 
Richards Street, 501-565 

West Georgia Street and (ii) 
388 Abbott Street and CD-1 
Rezoning: (i) 500 Dunsmuir 

Street, 619-655 Richards 
Street, 501-595 West 

Georgia Street and 620-698 
Seymour Street and (ii) 388 

Abbott Street

Support Hello Mayor and Council, please find attached letter of support.

Michael Elkan
Gastown Resident & Business Owner

Michael Elkan Downtown  
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https://cov311prfileuploadstcc01.blob.core.windows.net/attachment-blob-container/63a29383-5295-422a-ba38-f0d796587f3b/IMG_5169.jpeg?sv=2021-06-08&st=2026-07-21T11%3A32%3A00Z&se=2087-08-23T04%3A20%3A00Z&sr=b&sp=r&sig=KhPNvGuISuQfdHLwyd%2FDyf7mkmg%2FBacAnkG6zAFsGiU%3D
https://cov311prfileuploadstcc01.blob.core.windows.net/attachment-blob-container/63a29383-5295-422a-ba38-f0d796587f3b/IMG_5171.jpeg?sv=2021-06-08&st=2026-07-21T11%3A32%3A00Z&se=2087-08-23T04%3A20%3A00Z&sr=b&sp=r&sig=jUKSlN3b2%2BqBGYh7jEOFuD1ZDlSAXw5DskiwoUYJzx4%3D
https://cov311prfileuploadstcc01.blob.core.windows.net/attachment-blob-container/63a29383-5295-422a-ba38-f0d796587f3b/IMG_5168.jpeg?sv=2021-06-08&st=2026-07-21T11%3A32%3A00Z&se=2087-08-23T04%3A20%3A00Z&sr=b&sp=r&sig=VWA1V1EHk2mE1qNW0qE0fHbaTvoMXvCFcfh1wZQUW3g%3D
https://cov311prfileuploadstcc01.blob.core.windows.net/attachment-blob-container/63a29383-5295-422a-ba38-f0d796587f3b/IMG_5170.jpeg?sv=2021-06-08&st=2026-07-21T11%3A32%3A00Z&se=2087-08-23T04%3A20%3A00Z&sr=b&sp=r&sig=cpbStomwlT%2B5PrSAFo5gMVh%2FDtKY0z25N62pTR9cGes%3D
https://cov311prfileuploadstcc01.blob.core.windows.net/attachment-blob-container/63a29383-5295-422a-ba38-f0d796587f3b/IMG_5172.jpeg?sv=2021-06-08&st=2026-07-21T11%3A32%3A00Z&se=2087-08-23T04%3A20%3A00Z&sr=b&sp=r&sig=5GvNHLNhSNA8u5CeLxl9Mx9l%2FReraznIarFxGXZBpzM%3D
https://cov311prfileuploadstcc01.blob.core.windows.net/attachment-blob-container/63a29383-5295-422a-ba38-f0d796587f3b/IMG_5165.jpeg?sv=2021-06-08&st=2026-07-21T11%3A32%3A00Z&se=2087-08-23T04%3A20%3A00Z&sr=b&sp=r&sig=Hz3l3aLoX78b%2F9SBpyHHlRYiomRSXrOl9pA96fl9uhw%3D
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July 13, 2026  

Dear Mayor and Council,  

Re: Rezoning Application for 501 –525 West Georgia Street, 619 Richards Street, and 500 
Dunsmuir Street  

I am writing on behalf of the Downtown Vancouver Business Improvement Association (Downtown 
Van) to express our support for the landmark development proposed under Holborn’s rezoning 
application for the block bounded by West Georgia, Richards, and Dunsmuir Streets. This ranks among 
the most significant private - sector investments ever proposed for our district, and it targets one of the 
parts of downtown that needs it most.  
 
Downtown Van represents the interests of 8,000 businesses and property owners in the central 90 -
block area of Vancouver’s downtown core. As such, we are committed to infrastructure and 
development investments that sustain downtown Vancouver and the region as an inclusive, vibrant 
destination for visitors both regionally and internationally.  
 
For years, and despite the best efforts of the downtown community, the blocks around the former 
Hudson’s Bay Company have  experienced a growing sense of  neglect:  inactive  parkades, vacant and 
under programmed  storefronts, and a shuttered flagship store now occupy some of the region’s most 
central land . A redevelopment of this scale and ambition can reset this part of the Central Business 
District and return liveliness and public benefit to the street.  
 
The site’s proposed rooftop arboretum and observation deck, open to the public, would give Vancouver a 
new landmark and a rare vantage point over the region. In addition to adding a distinctive new silhouette 
to the skyline, the proposed streetscape improvement s  hold  tremendous  promise for placemaking and 
public realm enhancements.  
 
A public , tree- lined plaza designed for flexible programming would give our district adaptable space to 
animate the street and host events year - round. Furthermore, the project’s reimagination of at - grade 
retail, landscaping, and storefronts could re - establish this stretch of the city as a destination, even as the 
hotel’s ballrooms, conference facilities, and event spaces close a gap in our capacity to host conventions 
and major events. A new entrance to Granville Station would serve the h undreds of homes right beside 
one of the busiest SkyTrain nodes in the region , further advancing the objectives of transit - oriented 
development.  
 
Constraints in regional hotel supply limit our ability to capture a growing visitor economy and to 
compete for the conferences that drive downtown spending. New rooms, conference space, and public 
attractions of this calibre would sustain the businesses th at depend on resident and visitor traffic while 
populating and animat ing  this part of downtown.  
 
Downtown Van believes this proposal can turn an underperforming part of our district into one of its 
defining destinations . We look forward to a timely and favourable review.  
 
Sincerely,  

Jane Talbot  
President & CEO  
Downtown Van  
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Statement in Support of the Rezoning Proposal at Dunsmuir Street, Richards Street, West 
Georgia Streets, and 388 Abbott Street  

Dear Mayor and Council, 

I have lived on Water Street in Gastown for many years and have also built a local business 
here, steps away from the Abbott Street frontage of Holborn’s proposal. Living and working here 
has given me an appreciation for the importance of thoughtful city-building and the role that 
well-considered development can play in creating a more active and resilient urban 
environment. It is from my perspective as a Gastown resident that I offer my support for this 
proposal. 

The proposed mixed-use development in downtown Vancouver represents a transformative 
opportunity to address critical city needs while delivering world-class architecture and public 
benefits.  

This project will inject vitality into the downtown core by introducing 1,783 new homes, 
including 237 units of social housing, one of the largest stand-alone social housing 
contributions in Vancouver's history, alongside 920 hotel rooms, extensive conference space, 
and vibrant public amenities.  

The development strategically replaces under-utilized surface parking with active public space, 
including a year-round programmed plaza, an Indigenous art gallery, and a publicly accessible 
observation deck offering panoramic city, mountain and ocean views.  

Beyond housing and hospitality, the project will generate thousands of construction and 
permanent jobs, significantly stimulating the local economy and creating a more vibrant, 
inviting, and safer downtown.  

Architecturally inspired by BC's rare glass sea sponges, the towers embody sustainability and 
innovation, targeting 50% reduction in embodied carbon and net-zero operational emissions.  

With meaningful Indigenous consultation and art integration at its core, this development 
exemplifies how large-scale urban projects can honour reconciliation while meeting 
Vancouver's most pressing housing and urban revitalization challenges. 

I look forward to seeing this project delivered in my neighbourhood. 

 

Michael Elkan MRAIC RIBA 

Linked-In  
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/michaelelkan/

