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TO: Vancouver City Council

FROM: Chief Licence Inspector, Development, Buildings and Licensing

SUBJECT: 122 East Hastings Street – Liquor Licence Amendment – Permanent Hour
Change

Recommendations

THAT Council, having considered the opinion of area residents, business operators and
the Vancouver Police Department (VPD) as determined by public engagement,
neighbourhood notification, public safety concerns and relevant Council policy outlined in
this report, refuse the licence amendment application submitted by 0847939 BC LTD to
permanently change their hours of liquor service (outside service hours) for their existing
Liquor Establishment – Standard Class 2 business licence located at 122 East Hastings
Street.

Purpose and Executive Summary

Staff recommend Council reject the applicant’s request to permanently change their hours of
liquor service (outside service hours) for their existing Liquor Establishment – Standard Class 2
business licence.

The application complies with current Council policy regarding hours of liquor service, but the
overall public safety environment in the area remains a significant concern. Calls for service
within a one-block radius of the establishment increased by 54% in 2025, while calls for service
to the establishment itself increased by 28% over the same period. Together, these figures
demonstrate a sustained and elevated level of police demand both at the establishment and
across the surrounding area. Extending liquor service hours would place additional strain on the
Vancouver Police Department and reduce its ability to respond effectively to emergent public
safety concerns within the city.

https://vancouver.ca/your-government/contact-council.aspx
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Council Authority/Previous Decisions

City role in Liquor Primary licence applications – The Liquor and Cannabis Regulation Branch
(LCRB) of the Provincial Government regulations require local government to provide comments
for certain licence application and amendments, including liquor primaries, food primaries,
manufacturer lounges, manufacturer special event areas unless the local government decides
to opt out of the application or amendment review process. Local governments must consider
the impact of the new licence application on the community and to provide comment, generally
in the form of a resolution.

Liquor Policy Review – Recommended Actions (June 14, 2017) – Council approved an
amendment to the Licence By-law to delegate authority to the Chief Licence Inspector to
provide comments directly to the Liquor and Cannabis Regulation Branch on all liquor licence
amendments. This change streamlines the process and reduces the overall application timeline.

City Manager’s Comments

The City Manager concurs with the foregoing recommendations.

Context and Background

Provincial Regulations

The BC Liquor Control and Licensing Act and Regulation provide the framework for provincially
licensed Liquor Primary (bars, nightclubs) and Food Primary (restaurants) businesses. The
Provincial statute sets standards for responsible alcohol service, safety, licensing, compliance,
and enforcement. They also define the role of local governments in licensing decisions, allowing
local governments to address community-specific needs through land use, operating hours, and
business licensing. The Province allows maximum liquor service from 9am to 4am for Liquor
Primary, Food Primary and Manufacturer businesses, with local governments having authority to
regulate hours to reflect community needs and priorities.

City Regulations

The Vancouver Charter grants the City authority to regulate business and liquor service hours.
The Licence By-law governs business hours for Liquor Establishment such as bars, nightclubs,
and private clubs, allowing maximum hours of operation from 9 am to 4 am downtown, or less
depending on location and the type of licence issued. These hours reflect changes made to the
Licence By-law as part of the policy modernization that was approved on July 22, 2025.

Public Safety

Extending Liquor Establishment operating hours and Restaurant service hours can affect public
safety and health. Staff consulted with the Vancouver Police Department who are experts in
public safety risks associated with later operating hours of licensed establishments, late night
crowds, and intoxication. Extending operating and service hours increases risk of late-night
disorder, violence, and over-consumption.

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/employment-business-and-economic-development/business-management/liquor-regulation-licensing/guides-and-manuals/liquor_policy_manual.pdf
https://council.vancouver.ca/20170614/documents/cfsc4.pdf
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Establishment Licensing History

0847939 BC Ltd, doing business as New Brandiz Pub, was first issued a City of Vancouver
Liquor Establishment – Standard – Class 2 licence on November 24, 2009. As per the Notice of
Articles (NOA) under the Business Corporation Act, BC0847939 was incorporated on March 17,
2009, with Ahsanul Islam listed as the sole Director.

The establishment has held a Liquor and Cannabis Regulation Liquor Primary licence under
0847939 BC Ltd since 2009. Their current hours of liquor service are 11 am to 12 am, Sunday,
and 11 am to 1 am, Monday to Saturday, and their current capacity is 117 patrons.

Discussion

Location of Establishment

The Liquor Establishment is in the Downtown Eastside Oppenheimer District (DEOD). The
establishment is located on the ground floor of a multi-story single room occupancy (SRO)
building in the Downtown Eastside. The establishment is one of 5 liquor establishments within
the DEOD.

Person Capacity and Hours of Liquor Service

The Liquor Establishment has a licensed capacity of 117 patrons. There is no proposed change
to their license capacity as part of the liquor licence amendment.

The establishments current hours of liquor service are 11 am to 12 am, Sunday, and 11 am to 1
am, Monday to Saturday. The requested hours of liquor service as per the licence amendment
application are 9 am to 2 am, Sunday to Thursday, and 9 am to 3 am, Friday and Saturday. The
requested hours are within the parameters of the liquor service hours permitted in this area, as
set out in the Licence By-law.

Community Comments

Neighbourhood notification was conducted by means of a site sign advising the community of
the application for a permanent change to hours of liquor service for the liquor establishment
located at 122 East Hastings Street. The sign provided information on how and where to send
comments. It was posted from December 3, 2025, to December 17, 2025.

No public comments were received in response to the neighbourhood notification.

Enforcement History

Over the past 24 months, no establishment complaints have been filed with the City of
Vancouver.

Impact on the Community

Staff have considered the impact for noise on the surrounding community. An acoustic report
certifying that the establishment meets the Noise Control By-law would be required if the
application is approved. The design source level identified within the acoustic report would
become a condition of the business licence and would support compliance and enforcement
efforts if required.
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Vancouver Police Comments

The Vancouver Police Department (VPD) has provided a detailed letter (Appendix A) outlining
their concerns. The following summarizes those concerns:

While recent enforcement efforts under Task Force Barrage have resulted in measurable
reductions in violent crime, the overall public safety environment in the area remains a
significant concern.

In 2025, there were 188 violent incidents within a one-block radius of New Brandiz Pub. While
this figure is a 14% reduction from 2024, it reflects a continued elevated level of violent activity
in close proximity to the licensed establishment. Within a two-block radius of the establishment,
there was 583 violent incidents, including 183 serious assaults, 46 robberies, 19 sexual
assaults, 9 assaults against a police officer, 1 homicide, and 232 common assaults.

Calls for service within a one block radius of New Brandiz Pub increased by 54% in 2025.
Separately, calls for service to the establishment itself increase by 28% over the same period.
Together, these figures demonstrate a sustained and elevated level of police demand both at
the establishment and across the surrounding area.

Given the continued concentration of violent crime across the Hastings Street corridor, the
significant volume of calls for service and the documented year-over-year increase in police
demand at the establishment, the VPD does not support the applicants request to extend their
licensed hours of operation. Extending hours of liquor service daily would reasonably be
expected to increase calls for service, incidents requiring police attendance, and late-night
disorder. Under present staffing conditions, this would place additional strain on frontline officers
and reduce the Department’s ability to respond effectively to emergent public safety concerns
elsewhere in the City

The VPD's concerns are further supported by recent police intelligence and enforcement activity
associated with the establishment. Since January 2026, police have generated 10 files directly
related to the location. Of those, seven involved gang or drug intelligence matters. During these
investigations, individuals known to police for their involvement in the drug trade, violence, and
organized criminal activity were observed frequenting and socializing within the establishment.
While the presence of such individuals does not, in itself, establish wrongdoing by the licensee,
it raises significant public safety concerns regarding the clientele being attracted to the venue
and the potential for violence, retaliation, and other criminal activity to occur in or around the
premises.

When considered alongside the elevated levels of violent crime in the surrounding area, the
increasing demand for police service, and the documented history of police involvement at the
establishment, these recent intelligence files further support the VPD's position that extending
the licensed hours of operation would not be in the interest of public safety. The requested
extension would likely increase the opportunity for criminally involved individuals to congregate
at the establishment during late-night hours, thereby increasing the risk of violence, disorder,
and further demands on already strained police resources.

Based on a comprehensive review of the application, compounding public safety risks along the
Hastings Street corridor and recent police intelligence, staff recommend that Council refuse the
applicant’s request to extend their liquor service hours.
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Financial Implications

There are no financial implications associated with this report’s recommendations.

Legal Implications

There are no legal implications associated with this report’s recommendations.

* * * * *
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APPENDIX A
Vancouver Police Department – Licence Amendment Denial Letter
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