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4. Improve Public Safety for Everyone in Vancouver Through Safer Intersections
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WHEREAS 

1. In British Columbia, drivers are permitted to turn right on a red light, provided it's
safe and a sign doesn't explicitly prohibit it. Drivers are required to come to a
complete stop first and yield to pedestrians, cyclists, and other vehicles before
proceeding (Section 129(3) of the Motor Vehicle Act);

2. Vancouver has a program of implementing Leading Pedestrian Intervals, which
provide pedestrians a three to seven second head start when entering an
intersection with a green signal in the same direction of travel. Leading
pedestrian intervals improve the visibility of pedestrians and reinforce their right-
of-way over turning vehicles, especially in locations with a history of conflict (City
of Vancouver);

3. The safety benefits of implementing a Leading Pedestrian Interval are
undermined by allowing drivers to turn right on a red light across the path of
pedestrians taking advantage of the head start provided by the Leading
Pedestrian Interval;

4. Right-turning on red is dangerous to all road users, increasing all right-turning
crashes by 23 percent, pedestrian collisions by 60 percent, and cyclist collisions
by 100 percent (Zador, 1984);

5. A 2015 Toronto Public Health study found that between 2008 and 2012, right
turning cars striking a pedestrian who had the right of way were responsible for
1,235 injuries and fatalities, accounting for 12 percent of all road injuries in
Toronto, a crash-type largely attributable to drivers turning right on red (Toronto
Public Health, 2015);

6. The City of Vancouver’s Pedestrian Safety Study found that “collisions involving
right-turning vehicles are the second most common type of pedestrian collision”,
and recommended restricting right turn on red at intersections where it is
common because “most of these collisions occur at signalized intersections when
the pedestrian is crossing with the walk signal” (City of Vancouver, 2012);

7. The B.C. Community Road Safety Toolkit created by the Ministry of Public Safety
and Solicitor General identifies restricting right turn on red as an effective
measure to protect all road users at intersections (Government of British
Columbia, 2018);

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/rs/rs/96318_03#%3A~%3Atext=Section%20129%20%E2%80%94%20Red%20light&text=%282%29%20The%20driver%20of%20a%2Cthe%20signal%20at%20the%20intersection.&text=%28ii%29%20has%20the%20right%20of%2Cthat%20purpose%20over%20all%20vehicles.&text=%28b%29%20a%20pedestrian%20may%20proceed%20across%20the%20roadway.
https://vancouver.ca/streets-transportation/improving-transportation-safety.aspx
https://vancouver.ca/streets-transportation/improving-transportation-safety.aspx
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/0001457584900198?via%3Dihub
https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2015/hl/bgrd/backgroundfile-81601.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2015/hl/bgrd/backgroundfile-81601.pdf
https://vancouver.ca/files/cov/pedestrian-safety-study-2012-final-report.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/driving-and-transportation/driving/consequences/vision-zero/resource-kit-community-road-safety-toolkit-module2.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/driving-and-transportation/driving/consequences/vision-zero/resource-kit-community-road-safety-toolkit-module2.pdf
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8. Right turn on red was originally introduced as a fuel efficiency measure, though 
recent research suggests that it often results in higher emissions due to excess 
acceleration and that any benefits are increasingly negated by the adoption of 
electric vehicles (Appleyard et al., 2024); 

 
9. Right turn on red is prohibited in the Island of Montreal, New York City, and 

Washington, D.C., and in the latter case saw a 97 percent reduction in vehicle-to-
vehicle conflict and a 92 percent reduction in failure to yield to pedestrians during 
a 2018 pilot project (Wolfgram et al., 2022); 

 
10. Since 2023, the City of Seattle has required right turn on red restrictions at all 

new and upgraded signalized intersections installed within the City (Seattle 
Department of Transportation, 2023); and 

 
11. A 2015 City of Vancouver study found that around 13 percent of cyclist-driver 

collisions occur on a right turn and identified prohibiting right turn on red at 
locations with high cycling volumes as a potential safety measure (City of 
Vancouver, 2015). 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council directs staff to explore and report back 
on improving the safety of intersections in Vancouver by: 
 
A. Restricting right turn on red movements across all intersections where a leading 

pedestrian interval will be or has been installed. 
 

B. Restricting right turn on red movements across all intersections where a right turn 
movement conflicts with a bicycle lane, cycle track, greenway, multi-use path, or 
other cycling facility. 

 
C. Implementing right turn on red restrictions at existing full-signalized intersections 

with an elevated rate of pedestrian and cyclist injuries where such a restriction 
does not already exist. 
 

D. Working with TransLink to secure agreement to implement right turn on red 
restrictions at any intersection to which A, B, or C above apply, that overlaps with 
the Major Road Network.  

 

* * * * * 

 

 

https://transweb.sjsu.edu/sites/default/files/2347-Appleyard-Pedestrian-Bicyclist-Safety-Intersections-Policy.pdf
https://www.ite.org/pub/?id=CF535C17-FBAF-04F2-E78A-850592C03153
https://seattle.gov/documents/Departments/SDOT/SDOT%20Policy%20-%20No%20turn%20on%20red%20signs%20-%20Final%20-%20signed.pdf
https://seattle.gov/documents/Departments/SDOT/SDOT%20Policy%20-%20No%20turn%20on%20red%20signs%20-%20Final%20-%20signed.pdf
https://vancouver.ca/files/cov/cycling-safety-study-final-report.pdf
https://vancouver.ca/files/cov/cycling-safety-study-final-report.pdf

