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2025-11-27 14:13 Downtown Eastside Housing 
Implementation – 

Amendments to the FC 1 
District in the Zoning and 

Development By-law and the 
Downtown 

Eastside/Oppenheimer 
District Official Development 
Plan (DEOD ODP) By-law to 

Accelerate SRO Replacement 
and Increase Social Housing

Other We are writing as concerned residents of the Granville Street corridor (between Drake and 
Robson Streets) to urgently request decisive action regarding escalating safety, health, and 
sanitation issues in our neighbourhood. The situation has reached a point where residents no 
longer feel secure walking in their own community, and the current conditions are 
unacceptable for a major downtown area.
 
Photo 1- Granville Street between Davie and Helmcken 8:00 AM November 26, 2025
In recent months, we have experienced a sharp increase in hazardous debris—discarded 
needles, human waste, garbage, and food remnants—on sidewalks and in public spaces. 
These conditions pose serious public health risks, particularly for families with children, 
elderly residents, and people with mobility challenges. Strong odours, vermin, and unsafe 
debris are becoming daily occurrences.
Equally concerning are the rising incidents of aggressive or unpredictable behaviour in the 
area. Several residents, including myself, have been involved in or witnessed situations that 
have compromised personal safety. One recent incident involved an aggressive dog attack at 
Granville and Davie, which was reported to the police and the City. Despite this, no apparent 
follow-up action has occurred, and the issue persists.
 
Photo 2- Granville Street between Helmcken and Nelson 8:00 PM November 26, 2025

We are also extremely concerned about conditions in several Single Room Occupancy (SRO) 
buildings on and around Granville Street. Many of these buildings contributing directly to the 
ongoing safety and sanitation issues spilling over into public areas. Immediate removal of 
these SROs is required.
With Vancouver preparing to host globally significant events such as the 2026 FIFA World 
Cup, it is essential that our city take prompt and visible action. The current state of the 
Granville corridor is incompatible with the expectations residents and visitors rightly have for 
Vancouver’s downtown core.
 
Photo 3- Granville Street between Nelson and Smith 8:00 PM November 26, 2025
We are requesting urgent and concrete measures, including:
1. Immediate increase in sanitation operations, including daily cleanup of hazardous 
materials, bio-waste, and garbage.
2. Rapid deployment of additional community safety resources, including police, mental-
health outreach teams, and street-level support personnel.
3. A complete removal of all SRO buildings in the Granville area.
4. Clear, time-bound plans for relocating individuals into appropriate shelters, treatment 
programs, or supervised facilities outside downtown where they can access the services they 
need.
5. A public safety strategy specifically for the Granville corridor, with measurable outcomes 
and regular updates to the community.
We want to emphasize that our goal is not to overlook the needs of vulnerable individuals 
but to ensure that both residents and unhoused people have access to safe, appropriate, and 
properly managed environments but is separate areas. Allowing the current situation to 
continue serves no one.
Given the urgency of these concerns, we request written confirmation of this letter and a 
clear timeline for the actions the City intends to take. Residents are expecting meaningful 
intervention—not long-term studies or delayed responses.
Thank you for your immediate attention to this matter. We look forward to your prompt 
response.

Fred Borji Downtown Attachment 1 
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