




October 25th, 2025 

City of Vancouver 

453 West 12th Avenue 

Vancouver, BC V5Y 1V4 

Attention: Mayor and Council 

Dear Mayor Sim and Councillors, 

Re: 6486 Chester Street, Vancouver - Letter of Support 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on urban development projects that impact our local 

community.  

On behalf of the Punjabi Market Collective Society, I am writing to express our strong support 

for the proposed six-storey rental residential development at 6486 Chester Street. 

For over five decades, the Punjabi Market area has been a vital cultural and commercial hub for 

Punjabi Canadians and for Vancouver as a whole. The businesses that line this part of Main 

Street—family-owned restaurants, clothing stores, grocers, and cultural service providers—

depend on a thriving and diverse local customer base to continue to operate and to keep the 

area’s cultural legacy alive. Their survival and the long-term vibrancy and sustainability of the 

Punjabi Market has been the goal of the Punjabi Market Collective Society.  

As housing affordability and displacement pressures have grown in Vancouver, many long-time 

customers, employees, and even small business owners themselves have been forced to move 

further away. This has weakened the economic foundation that local businesses need in order 

to succeed. Increasing the supply of purpose-built rental housing in our neighbourhood is an 

essential step to ensuring that Punjabi Market continues to be a living, thriving cultural district. 

We believe that the proposed six-storey rental building will: 

● Help diversify the housing stock in the area with much-needed long-term rental housing

for local families, seniors, and workers.
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