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2025-10-21 20:36 Rezoning: 1401-1455 East 
49th Avenue

Oppose We will not allow you to sell indigenous land and sacrifice the future of our children. Shame 
on you and all those who set this manifestation into motion. Those who profit for money will 
never succeed, the universe is observing your actions. Choose wisely. 

Balbir Sandhu Sunset

2025-10-21 20:44 Rezoning: 1401-1455 East 
49th Avenue

Oppose We have almost 900 petitions opposing this development: hxxps://www[.]change
[.]org/p/vancouver-school-board-save-green-space-for-kids-at-sir-sandford-fleming-
elementary

My name is Heman Mehta. I’m the PAC Chair at Fleming Elementary, and a dad to two kids in 
grade 6 and grade 3. I’m here with humility and a simple request: please do not approve this 
rezoning as it stands. Give our kids—and their kids—a fair shot at space to learn and play.

Let me start with what I see every day.
Fleming has 422 students today - already over capacity! When the bell rings, our yard fills 
instantly. The only real “grass” we have is on the steep edges of the site; the field itself is 
gravel. My kids—and many others—come home with bloody knees from ordinary play. The 
plan before you would lock away the very land that could fix that. We would lose two full 
basketball courts forever, replaced by two half courts you can’t run a real game on—no 
tournaments, no home games, no room for big dreams.
And when enrollment grows—as it will with multiplexes and densification already 
underway—there is nowhere left for portables except on the last open field. That’s our only 
open play area. It becomes a cruel trade-off: either teach more kids, or let them run and 
breathe. That is not a choice a city like Vancouver should force on any school.

I know there are numbers that say we’ll only be at “76% by 2031.” I’m not here to argue 
spreadsheets; I’m here to tell you what is real on the ground, right now, with 422 
children—and a waiting future. We are not planning for a headline or a fiscal year. We are 
planning for 99 years. In less than 20 years, I hope to be a grandparent. I’m fighting for my 
grandkids to have a patch of grass at their neighborhood school. If we give this land away for 
a century, I will have to tell them we saw this coming—and did nothing.

I also want to speak to fairness. On Vancouver’s west side, I don’t believe this would have 
gotten this far. Those communities are louder and better connected. On our east side, many 
families are immigrants, working two jobs, speaking many languages, doing their very best to 
show up for their kids. It is harder for them to take a day off to write letters and line up to 
speak. That does not mean their kids deserve less. If anything, it’s a reason to protect the 
common spaces their children rely on most.

This isn’t a “no to housing.” It’s a yes to smarter choices. The School Board owns other 
properties—Kingsgate Mall is the obvious example—where value can be unlocked without 
taking a single inch from a school yard. If teacher housing is the goal, let’s build more of it, in 
the right places, at a meaningful scale. Seventeen below-market units are appreciated, but 
they are not worth a century of lost flexibility and play.

There’s also a better path for this site, let’s work with the Park Board and VSB to move staff 
parking to the busy corner at 49th & Knight and give the heart of the campus back to 
kids—real grass, a safe field, and at least one full basketball court. That would be a legacy 
you could be proud of.

I’m not an activist by nature. I’m a parent who shows up, who organizes movie nights and 
fun fairs, and who believes in this city. When the new school was built, we believed the 
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outdoor space would be green as per the illustrations. Instead, we are being asked to accept 
less—for 99 years. Our community has tried to be constructive and respectful. Nearly 900 
people have signed our petition because this isn’t theoretical—our children feel it in their 
elbows and knees every day on that gravel.
So I’m asking you, with respect:
1. Defer or reject this rezoning.

2. Require up-to-date enrollment planning that reflects the reality we see.

3. Direct the parties to pursue non-school lands for revenue and housing.

4. And if anything does proceed on this corner, make it a project that gives space back—not 
takes it away.

Vancouver’s greatness won’t be measured by how many corners we densify. It will be 
measured by how we treat the places where children grow up—by whether a kid at recess 
has room to run, a team has a court to play on, and a family feels their city stood up for them 
when it mattered.
Please stand up for our kids tonight, Councillors. Keep our school land for learning and 
play—for my children, for your children, and for the grandchildren we haven’t met yet.
Thank you.

2025-10-22 11:28 Rezoning: 1401-1455 East 
49th Avenue

Oppose It is sad that they do not want to use the space to create more seats available for 
students.When the new building was built ,the capacity was decreased from the previous 
building.When the population of the neighbourhood is increasing exponentially over the past 
few years,the capacity of schools is decreasing, which totally does not make sense to me.I 
feel we are doing a great dis-service to future generations by not planning ahead.

Veeramani Jagadeesan Victoria-Fraserview

2025-10-22 13:24 Rezoning: 1401-1455 East 
49th Avenue

Oppose Submission from the Vancouver District Parent Advisory Council (DPAC) containing 82 letters 
in opposition to the application.
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