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2023-09-13 18:54 PH 2 - 1. Adding Missing 
Middle Housing and 

Simplifying Regulations – 
Amendments to the 

Zoning and Development 
By-law

Support I would like to extend my full support of new zoning that allows for more 
Missing Middle Housing to be built throughout Vancouver. 

I am a 38 year old woman working in TV. Me and my husband have a 
household income exceeding six figures and a hefty downpayment saved up 
and we can't afford to buy a two-bedroom apartment in this city. We 
currently live in a wonderful rental, but live in constant fear of eviction.

We are seriously considering leaving the country all together. The topic of 
"where can we live and grow old" is a topic of conversation that frequently 
comes up with friends and it is a great source of concern for all of us. I want 
to grow old in the community where I grew up, close to family and friends, 
and this seems increasingly like un unattainable luxury.

The City has the power to change zoning laws and building codes to make 
housing easier to build so that more of us can afford to stay here. We need 
more missing middle housing, we need more coops, and we need more 
purpose built rentrals.

At this point, any concerns - whether they be about trees or parking or any 
other minor inconvenience I have heard from NIMBY's as an excuse to 
oppose their any further construction in their cherished neighbourhoods, are 
feeble excuses given that the future of this city is at stake. 

Who will work in your coffee shops, in your restaurants, in your schools, in 
your hospitals, and hotels if even working professionals making more than 
six figures are priced out? 

A rich and healthy city is a diverse one across all fronts: not just ethnically 
but economically, socially, and generationally. I want to live in 
neighbourhoods where there are both children and seniors, and where 
everyone from a barista to a nurse, a teacher, a student and a bus driver can 
afford to live.

I would also like to point out that the City should be holding public hearings 
on such important matters outside of working hours when working class 
citizens who would benefit most from more housing can actually attend and 
be heard. Given the 1pm time slot on a workday, I wouldn't be surprised if 
retired NIMBY's are the main people who will attend this event, and I fear 
they will be greatly overrepresented because of the time chosen for your so-
called "public consultation". 

I hope the city considers this next time they hold a public consultation on 
such an important topic.

Candice Vallantin Kensington-Cedar 
Cottage
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Adding missing middle housing and simplifying regulations in low density neighbourhoods is 

necessary for Vancouver’s Growth 

The Vancouver City Council’s decision on the missing housing and simplifying regulations will determine 

Vancouver’s future. At a time where we are facing a housing crisis and bearing the front of climate 

change, it is critical that the City Council approve this plan. 

Currently, there are only two types of housing in the city – a house and a highrise apartment. 50% of the 

city are RS zones, and 90% of the RS zones have single family detached homes.  This prevents people 

from moving in as many of these homes are unaffordable, slowing the growth of the city significantly. 

Building missing middle provides a hybrid between a house and a highrise where a lot more people can 

live, but they still have access to the house amenities such as a larger house size and a yard. Missing 

middle is also more versatile than a house or a highrise since it is highly customizable to provide different 

demographics such as a large family, a senior couple, or young professionals.  

Building missing middle simplifies the housing process drastically compared to a highrise. A highrise 

requires a lot of planning approval on a case-by-case scenario, public hearings, environmental impacts, 

and infrastructure upgrades such as storm sewers. The missing middle would reduce the red tape and 

each missing middle doesn’t need to be evaluated on a case-by-case scenario.  

Missing middle housing creates lively neighbourhoods. Having more people and denser housing provides 

more walkable communities, incentivizing setting up businesses nearby. It also incentivizes better transit 

service and biking infrastructure, encouraging residents to use them. This reduces car dependency and 

combats climate change.  

In 2021, we faced the brunt of climate change. Reaching 40℃ for several days in the summer followed by 

record-breaking rainfall in November have given us a glimpse of climate change. We need to cut our 

dependency on cars and gas to combat climate change. Given the rising gasoline prices in recent months, 

increasing sustainable modes of transportation will lower the impacts of climate in Metro Vancouver and 

reduce the need for oil and gas. 

In the 2021 census, the City of Vancouver grew only 4.9%, whereas Metro Vancouver grew by 7.3%. 

When compared to municipalities, Vancouver’s population growth is among the lowest in the region. 

The slow growth is more apparent when looking by each neighbourhood. Only 8 out of 22 designated 

neighbourhoods grew by more than 5% in the last census. In fact, West Point Grey, Grandview-

Woodland, and Victoria-Fraserview have decreased in population.  

As Metro Vancouver continues to grow, more pressure is being added. Without new housing options, RS 

neighbourhoods become more expensive and exclusive, fewer people will afford to live in these 

neighbourhoods. This causes local businesses to struggle, making the local neighbourhood less desirable 

to live in and visit. This also reduces demand on transit, leading to service cuts and fuelling car 

dependency and climate change.  

If we want to address the housing crisis and commit to our climate goals, we need to show strong action 

on these goals. Approving the missing middle will deliver upon them. Not only will it help our current 

population, but it will also shape our future generation for Metro Vancouver. It’s time that we solve our 

global problems as a global city. 
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Letter in Support:Adding Missing Middle Housing and Simplifying
Regulations – Amendments to the Zoning and Development By-law in the
City of Vancouver

September 7th, 2023

Dear Members of Council,

I am writing to express my strong support for the upcoming public hearing regarding the
proposed changes related to the Missing Middle and RS1 simplification in the City of
Vancouver. It is my belief that these proposed changes have the potential to significantly
increase the number of housing options available.

I applaud the proposal to allow multiplexes containing 4-6 strata units or up to 8 secured
market rental units on single lots in areas currently zoned RS. This innovative approach to
housing can help address the housing affordability crisis that many residents face today. It
promotes a diverse range of housing options, making it easier for individuals and families to
find suitable homes within our city.

Although many of my peers do not like the reduction in the size of new single detached
houses and the increase in the size of new laneway houses. I support this move as it aligns
with the values of sustainability and responsible land use. This approach encourages efficient
land utilisation and demonstrates the City’s commitment to addressing the challenges of
climate change and sustainable urban development.

The proposal to combine the current 9 RS zones into a single zone with simplified regulations
is a commendable step towards streamlining the planning and development process. This
simplification will make it easier for residents and developers to navigate the regulatory
landscape, ultimately fostering a more efficient and transparent development environment.

In addition to these important changes, I would like to highlight the potential for incorporating
passive house and net-zero incentives into the new development projects. Encouraging and
incentivising energy-efficient and sustainable building practices is crucial for our city's
long-term well-being. These incentives can motivate developers and homeowners to invest in
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environmentally responsible construction, reducing energy consumption and greenhouse gas
emissions.

Lastly, I want to emphasise the exciting potential for prefabrication housing components in
our new facility located in the Innovation Flats area of downtown Vancouver. (See attached
announcement) Prefabrication methods, along with the potential for repeatable building
designs, have the capacity to significantly accelerate construction timelines, reduce waste, and
improve overall construction quality. Embracing this innovative approach can have a positive
impact on the availability, affordability and sustainability of new housing developments in the
city.

In conclusion, I urge the City Council to support the proposed changes related to the Missing
Middle and RS1 simplification. These changes align with the city's goals of creating a more
inclusive, sustainable, and efficient urban environment. By embracing these changes and
incorporating passive house and net-zero incentives, we can move closer to a future where
communities thrive both socially and environmentally.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Chris Hill
President and CEO B Collective Homes
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