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Summary: By-law & Policy Changes

Intent: Streamline the rainwater management plan review process.

Proposal:

• Remove rainwater management requirements from the 
Zoning and Development By-law (ZDBL).

• Remove rainwater management objectives from rezoning policies.

• Amend the Vancouver Building By-law (VBBL) with
rainwater management regulations for new Part 3 buildings.



Proposed ProcessPresent Process

Start-to-finish review 3 weeks
(anticipated)

56 weeks
(range: 20–129 weeks)

Development stages 
requiring documentation

• Plumbing Permit
• Occupancy Permit

• Rezoning
• Development Permit (DP)
• Building Permit
• Plumbing Permit
• Occupancy Permit

Legal agreements

Permit holds

Applicability • All rezonings
• DPs in the Broadway Plan & 

Cambie Corridor Plan areas
• Engineering “area of concern”

City-wide

Authority Building By-lawZoning & Development By-law



Background: Sewer Infrastructure

Rainwater Management Drivers

Objectives: Peak flow control, volume capture and water quality.

Combined Sewer 
System

Rainwater and 
wastewater are 

conveyed together 
in much of the City

Enabling Growth

Increased 
demands on 

drainage systems 
due to loss of 

vegetation

Climate Change

Increased rainfall 
intensity

Regulatory 
Requirements

Compliance with 
Regional Liquid 

Waste 
Management Plan



Development Rainwater Management Performance (accepted BPs since 2019)

• Average increase in imperviousness of 15% due to development



Process Simplification

Proposal Details



SIMPLIFIED SIMPLIFIEDSIMPLIFIED

SIMPLIFIEDSIMPLIFIEDOBSOLESCED

Report Appendix A Report Appendix C Report Appendix D 



•

•

OBSOLESCED CONDITIONS

•

•



Background:

Approximately 550 development sites require rainwater management plans 
and are subject to the current process:

• 12 have received occupancy permits,
• 125 have received building permits, and
• the remainder are “in-stream.”

No change. Sheltered from the 
proposed Building By-law requirements.

Did not require a
rainwater management plan.

Required a 
rainwater management plan.

Accelerated review. If no DP issued by 
January 1, 2024, in most cases the 
application will be transitioned to the 
proposed Building By-law requirements.

“In-Stream” 
Development Application Type

Consequences of 
Regulatory Transition



Rezoning
Accelerated review: Will be subject 
to the Building By-law requirements 
instead of the present process.

Development permit
(received before January 1, 2024)

Engineering Services will continue to 
assess whether or not a given site 
requires rainwater management. If yes: 
Accelerated review (as above).

Consequences of 
Regulatory Transition

New* Development 
Application Type

Development permit 
(received on or after January 1, 2024)

Accelerated review: Will be subject 
to the Building By-law requirements.

New applications submitted after Council’s 
enactment of this Report’s recommendations.

*



Trees & 
landscaping

Rainwater harvesting system 
(for non-potable use)

or detention tank
(to sewer)

Vegetated roof
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