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We recognize we are gathered on the unceded homelands of the 
xʷməθkʷəy ̓əm (Musqueam), Sḵwx ̱wú7mesh (Squamish), and 
səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations. 

We are sharing the information in this report as a record of the 
impacts of the Komagata Maru (Guru Nanak Jahaaz) incident in 
Vancouver. The report shares research, archives and voices of 
South Asian community members with the assistance of City staff.
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In response to community advocacy and leadership, the City formally 
apologized for historical discrimination toward passengers of the Komagata
Maru in May 2021. 

In July 2022, after staff presented the interim report on Historical Discrimination 
against People of South Asian Descent in Vancouver, Council directed staff to 
prepare for a secondary naming of a street after the Komagata Maru incident. 

Background & Context
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A. THAT Council acknowledges the discriminatory decisions made by 
the City of Vancouver when responding to the arrival of the 
Komagata Maru and its passengers in 1914.

B. THAT Council approve the recommendation that the primary street 
Canada Place be provided a secondary honourary name 
“Komagata Maru Place” as an act of cultural redress for the City’s 
role in the Komagata Maru incident.  

C. THAT Council recognize the importance of the 2nd Ave Gurdwara
(1866 West 2nd Avenue) to the South Asian community and direct 
staff to explore options for how to recognize the specific role it 
played during the Komagata Maru incident and its larger historical 
and cultural significance

Recommendations
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• The 1914 Komagata Maru incident represents a significant moment in 
Canadian and Vancouver history in which the City as local government made 
deliberately discriminatory decisions founded on racist beliefs that prohibited 
the landing of South Asian immigrants in Vancouver. 

• The Komagata Maru passengers were Sikhs, Muslims and Hindus from 
Punjab, yet the historical significance of this incident contributed to decades 
of racism against South Asian Canadian communities in Vancouver broadly.

• South Asian Canadians represent diverse geographies, languages, dialects, 
religions, race, gender, caste, age, sexual orientation, immigration status, 
ability, and several different countries of origin that include Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Pakistan, Nepal, and Sri Lanka.

The Komagata Maru Incident 
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The Komagata Maru Incident 
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Continuous Journey Regulation
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The Komagata Maru Incident 
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Passengers and their representatives wrote 
letters to the Mayor of Vancouver requesting food, 
water and medical aid but were ignored. 

Role of the City

“One day a child… named Fouja
Singh… fainted due to thirst. His 
mother began to weep. It was a 

heart-rending scene; I hastened to 
the cabin of the captain…and 

brought a bottle of beer. As soon 
as a few spoons of it were put into 

his mouth, the child began to 
regain his senses.” 

-An account by Gurdit Singh 
(Charterer of the Guru Nanak 

Jahaz)
Image: Gurdit Singh and Passengers onboard the Komagata Maru
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Vancouver Mayor Baxter organized and led a public rally with over 2000+ 
people to send the “undesirables” back to India

Role of the City

Image: Onlookers would gather daily to get a view of the ship on the Vancouver 
Wharf, July 1914. Source: City of Vancouver Archives
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Role of the City
The City of Vancouver unanimously passed a resolution advocating for the 
exclusion of “Hindus and other Asiatics”. 
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Role of the City

“This half brick was thrown off the Komogata
Maru by Hindoos on the ‘Komagata Maru’ on 

morning of Sunday, (1:30 a.m.) 19th July 
1914” reads the metal plaque on the century-

old brick in the Museum of Vancouver’s 
collection.
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The Komagata Maru Incident 

Image: The Komagata Maru Memorial in Kolkata, India at the port of Budge Budge 
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Impacts of Events

Image: Children in front of the 2nd Avenue Gurdwara in Kitsilano, Vancouver.

Source: Charan Gill Family fonds. South Asian Canadian Digital Archive, University of the Fraser Valley, 
Abbotsford, Canada
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The City recognize that this commemorative act does not end the 
redress required for the historic discrimination and its impacts on the 
communities’ development here in Vancouver. 

Research & Engagement

Image: Nagindar Singh Gill speaks at a meeting at the West 2nd Avenue 
Gurdwara in 1916.

Source: City of Vancouver Archives
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What We Heard
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Option A - Secondary Street Naming Location, Canada Place  

Secondary Street Naming Recommendation
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Option B - Secondary Street Naming Location, West 2nd Ave, Kitsilano

Secondary Street Naming Recommendation

Images: 1866 West 2nd Avenue, Kitsilano Gurdwara Source: https://placesthatmatter.ca
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• Staff will implement a community process to develop a culturally 
appropriate design for the sign; create public education materials, 
including for local residents; Staff anticipate the unveiling ceremony for 
the secondary name to take place in Q4 2023.

• Work with community to explore options for recognizing the cultural and 
historic significance of the 2nd Ave Gurdwara site and assist the Khalsa 
Diwan Society with identifying potential funding sources for the Komagata
Maru Museum located at 8000 Ross Street.

• Staff will share this report and presentation with local South Asian 
organizations, the xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam), Sḵwx̱wú7mesh 
(Squamish), and səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations and public partner 
agencies. 

• Staff anticipate a final report to Council with recommendations related to 
recognizing historical discrimination against people of South Asian 
descent in Q4 of 2024.

Next Steps
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