Commemorating the Komagata Maru Incident

Secondary Naming of a Street, May 30t 2023
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We recognize we are gathered on the unceded homelands of the
xvmabkwayam (Musqueam), SkwxwUl7mesh (Squamish), and
salilwatat (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations.

We are sharing the information in this report as a record of the
impacts of the Komagata Maru (Guru Nanak Jahaaz) incident in
Vancouver. The report shares research, archives and voices of
South Asian community members with the assistance of City staff,2



Background & Context %&%UVER

In response to community advocacy and leadership, the City formally
apologized for historical discrimination toward passengers of the Komagata
Maru in May 2021.

In July 2022, after staff presented the interim report on Historical Discrimination
against People of South Asian Descent in Vancouver, Council directed staff to
prepare for a secondary naming of a street after the Komagata Maru incident.




Recommendations %&%UVER

A. THAT Council acknowledges the discriminatory decisions made by
the City of Vancouver when responding to the arrival of the
Komagata Maru and its passengers in 1914.

B. THAT Council approve the recommendation that the primary street
Canada Place be provided a secondary honourary name
“Komagata Maru Place” as an act of cultural redress for the City’s
role in the Komagata Maru incident.

C. THAT Council recognize the importance of the 2" Ave Gurdwara
(1866 West 2" Avenue) to the South Asian community and direct
staff to explore options for how to recognize the specific role it
played during the Komagata Maru incident and its larger historical
and cultural significance
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* The 1914 Komagata Maru incident represents a significant moment in
Canadian and Vancouver history in which the City as local government made
deliberately discriminatory decisions founded on racist beliefs that prohibited
the landing of South Asian immigrants in Vancouver.

* The Komagata Maru passengers were Sikhs, Muslims and Hindus from
Punjab, yet the historical significance of this incident contributed to decades
of racism against South Asian Canadian communities in Vancouver broadly.

« South Asian Canadians represent diverse geographies, languages, dialects,
religions, race, gender, caste, age, sexual orientation, immigration status,
ability, and several different countries of origin that include Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Pakistan, Nepal, and Sri Lanka.
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Continuous Journey Regulation %gguvm

7-8 EDWARD VII.

CHAP. 33
An Act to amend the Immigration Act.
[Assented to 10th April, 1908.]

I_ IS Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate and House of Commons of Canada, enacts as
follows:—

1. Subsection 1 of section 30 of The Immigraiion Act, chapter r 8, « 82
93 of the Revised Statutes, 1906, is hereby repealed and the !i.-.-'-‘l-i:a.-imi
following is substituted therefor :(— ‘

“830. The Governor in Council may, by proclamation or p  uibition
order, whenever he considers it necessary or expedient, pro- ot certain
hibit the landing in Canada of any specified class of immigrants "' s™o=
or of any immigrants who have come to Canada otherwise
than by continuous journey from the country of which they
are natives or citizens and upon through tickets purchased in
that country.”

OITAWA : Printed by Samven Epwarp Dawsown, Law Printer to the King's
most Excellent Majesty.
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Passengers and their representatives wrote
letters to the Mayor of Vancouver requesting food, Mayﬂr Baxter Opposed to Eltﬁf
water and medical aid but were ignored. Assuming Portion of

the Cost. |

“One day a child... named Fouja
Singh... fainted due to thirst. His
mother began to weep. It was a
heart-rending scene; | hastened to
the cabin of the captain...and
brought a bottle of beer. As soon
as a few spoons of it were put into
his mouth, the child began to
regain his senses.”

-An account by Gurdit Singh
(Charterer of the Guru Nanak
Jahaz)

Image: Gurdit Singh and Passengers onboard the Komagata Maru
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Vancouver Mayor Baxter organized and led a public rally with over 2000+
people to send the “undesirables” back to India

VANCOUVER CTZENS
* NANIMOUSLY DEAND
EXCLUSIN OF HNDUS

Mims Moeting Sammonsd by
Mavor In Dominlon Hall
‘ Firmly Declares Tts

Sentlmenis

OVERFLOW MEETING 18
1] HELD IX THE STREET

TRBANED e

EM}ITE IM‘EREST Image: Onlookers would gather dai to geta he ship on the Vancouver
Wharf, July 1914. Source: City of Vancouver Archives 10
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The City of Vancouver unanimously passed a resolution advocating for the
exclusion of “Hindus and other Asiatics”.

13
RE TMIIGRATION OF HINDUS & OTHER CRIENTALS.

14 Moved by Ald, Hamilton,

3econded by Ald. McBeath,
15 Whereas the Japaness Steamship Komagata Maru has bsan lying in
16 Vancouver Harbdur, for over a month with several hundred Hindus on Board

who are attempting to gain admission into Canadea in deliherate contravantion
17 of the Dominion Immigration regulations; ia

AND WHEREAS 1% is known that if these Hindus succeedin landing it/the plan
of the promoters of the schéme *o bring thousands of their compatriots into
this Country: .

AND WIERFAS the presence of these pacples would prove a serious menace to
our civilization both economiecally and socially bssides "intenaifying the
preaant unsatisfaetory labour conditions;

This Counc il therefore desires to place its-1lf on record as unalterably
opposed %o the admission of Hindus and other Asiatie Races into this Country,
m;d that His Worship th> Mayor be euthorized to dend a telsgram'to the Premier

r Huburt‘ Bordsn conveying this expression of tha Oounail. CARRIFD.

SR8 RBRREREB S

The Council thern ad journed,

*

11
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t Pirates of Komagata Will Be
subdued by Boarding Party
if They Do Not Surrender

This Afternoon,

—

Montreal Newspaper Says Dis-
aster Was Averted Only by
Coolness of Police.

BLOODSIED ON
KOMAGATA MARD

Large Force of Armed Police
and Special Immigration Men

HNDLS LOSEAPEAL
MUSTNOW ETURY
ON FOMAGATA AR

Court Decides that Dominion

Are Beatén Off Hindu Vessel it ] Govertment Has Absolute
by Maddened Passengers, This half brick was thrown off the Komogata i T
MANY MEN ARE BADLY - Maru by Hindoos on the ‘Komagata Maru” on | o rrers
INJURED IN THE AFFRAY morning of Sunday, (1:30 a.m.) 19t July CAN BE EXPELLED
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1914” reads the metal plaque on the century-
old brick in the Museum of Vancouver’s
collection. 12
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MARTYRS OF KAMA GATA MARU
Sl et e

‘1, SHIBAN SINGH 7T LACHMAN SINGH
2,RUHR SINGH 8.SHIV SINGH

3, TEHAL SINGH 9. NARAYAN SINGH
4 RUHR SINGH 10, AR JUN SINEH
S.INDAR SINGH M.CHANNAN SINGH
6. ISHAR SINGH 12 BHAJAN SINGH
13 INDAR SINGH NO.2 BY DROWNING
MAMES OF DEAD IN GOVT.RECORDE BUT NOT
IM THE LIST PUBLISHED IN PEOFPLES PATH.
1,BHAGAT SINGH 3.RATAN SINGH
2MASTA SINGH 4 KAKUR SINGH
S5,KEHAR SINGH

NAMES OF DEAD PUBLISHED IN PEOPLE 3 PATH
BUT MISSING IN GOVT. RECORDS.

KARAM SINGH RK.MAJUMDER
DEEMABANDHU PANDEY.

INGTALLED BY KAMAGATA MARWUS
MARTYRS MEMORIAL COMMITEE

Image: The Komagata Maru Memorial in Kolkata, India at the port of Budge Budge. ,



Impacts of Events %@;UVER
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Image Children in front of the 2 Avenue Gurdwara in Kltsnano Vancouver.

Source: Charan Gill Family fonds. South Asian Canadian Digital Archive, University of the Fraser Valley,
Abbotsford, Canada 14
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The City recognize that this commemorative act does not end the

redress required for the historic discrimination and its impacts on the
communities’ development here in Vancouver.

Image: Nagindar Singh Gill speaks at a meeting at the West 2" Avenue
Gurdwara in 1916.

Source: City of Vancouver Archives .
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Heavy emotional
impact

Primary street
re-naming

Aligned with Host Nations

wishes in recognition Recognized erased

of Indigenous rights history in Kitsilano

and governance

WHAT
WE HEARD
FROM THE
COMMUNITY

Educate and raise
awareness of historic
injustices and its impact

Guided by
UNDRIP principles

City to be accountable — Redress is
for its actions : ongoing

City share this history . Commemorate
with public organizations 2nd Avenue



Secondary Street Naming Recommendation %&%UVER

Option A - Secondary Street Naming Location, Canada Place




Secondary Street Naming Recommendation %&%UVER

Option B - Secondary Street Naming Location, West 2" Ave, Kitsilano

_.,_d E

Images: 1866 West 2" Avenue, Kitsilano Gurdwara Source: https://placesthatmatter.ca

18
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o Staff will implement a community process to develop a culturally
appropriate design for the sign; create public education materials,
including for local residents; Staff anticipate the unveiling ceremony for
the secondary name to take place in Q4 2023.

« Work with community to explore options for recognizing the cultural and
historic significance of the 2"d Ave Gurdwara site and assist the Khalsa
Diwan Society with identifying potential funding sources for the Komagata
Maru Museum located at 8000 Ross Street.

« Staff will share this report and presentation with local South Asian
organizations, the xymaBkwvayam (Musqueam), Skwxwu7mesh
(Squamish), and sslilwatat (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations and public partner
agencies.

« Staff anticipate a final report to Council with recommendations related to
recognizing historical discrimination against people of South Asian
descent in Q4 of 2024.
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