






















 

 

My name is Lorinda Seto, and a very ac�ve First Na�on Professional/Visitor to these Coastal lands of the 
Musqueam, Squamish, and Tseil Waututh Peoples of Vancouver BC Canada.  I lived for over 23 years in 
the Cedar Cotage Neighborhood House area and have enjoyed the mul�-cultural society upbringing 
with my family.   

I have worked in partnership with CCNH for over 10 years being employed by Vancouver Aboriginal 
Health Society.  I was housed at the Cedar Cotage Neighborhood House delivering services as an Early 
Childhood worker at one of their co-loca�on sites in the Strong Start Program.  I was also facilita�ng the 
Aboriginal Family Night Dinners at CCNH which had over 50 families con�nuously coming into the Drop-
in Program.  We delivered a hot supper program along with structured workshops around Early 
Childhood Educa�on, Cra� Nights, and Paren�ng and Educa�on programs.  

I was very ac�ve on the Trout Lake Tradi�onal Mother Day Powwow Commitee and Cedar Cotage 
Neighborhood House to bring an event together for the East Vancouver and the Aboriginal Community.  
The Plains Powwow was a place for Plains First Na�ons making their home in the lands that didn’t have 
their culture.  Cedar Cotage opened their space for that connec�on and cultural prac�ce for the Plains 
People.   My daughter Mikayla won the CCNH Jr Princess and represented the �tle of Princess for many 
years in both USA and Canada.  She was photographed by Bert Crowfoot in Winnipeg and was shown on 
Wind speaker Magazine that is shown Na�onally across Canada.   

I have seen the dedica�on of the staff of Cedar Cotage Neighborhood House always trying to build 
rela�onships within the community.  They have been very culturally sensi�ve to the needs of our 
Aboriginal community and have been decolonizing their work long before Reconcilia�on was ever 
men�oned in the Media.  Please Support their efforts of bringing this Project to Frui�on for the future 
genera�ons to con�nue to come together and celebrate the word “COMMUNITY.” 

All My Rela�ons 

Lorinda Seto 
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Vancouver City Council 

City Hall 

453 W 12th Ave 

Vancouver, BC 

V5Y 1V4 

Dear City Councilors, 

Re: Redevelopment Application for Cedar Cottage Neighbourhood House 
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I am writing to you in support of Cedar Cottage Neighbourhood House in their application for the 

redevelopment of their property at 4065 Victoria Drive. 

Since moving to the Kensington - Cedar Cottage neighborhood and having two young children, Cedar 

Cottage Neighbourhood House has provided myself and my family with invaluable resources for our 

growth and wellbeing as a family including Preschool for my now 3.5 year old, Mother Goose program 

for my now 8 month old, and summer family outdoor drop-in program at Brewers Park. Cedar Cottage 

Neighborhood House is an anchor in this community and with a newer and bigger space, I believe they 

will be able to offer resources and programs to even more families and individuals in our community. 

Sincerely, 
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Wenny Cheung 



To: Vancouver City Council
From Brian McGibney
Date: April 13 2023
Re: Redevelopment of 4065 Victoria Drive Cedar Cottage Neighbourhood House

Dear Mayor and Council,

I write you today to express my whole hearted support for the development proposed at 4065 Victoria 
Drive. 

My family has a 34 year relationship with CCNH that began when we were requiring after school care
for our oldest son.  

All three of our children attended after school care Selkirk elementary.  The quality of the after school 
programming  by CCNH was first rate and the comfort of having our kids engaged and safe, gave us 
great comfort.

In the interests of  disclosure, from the mid  90's until 2014, I volunteered as a member of the community 
board and for the few final years of that time I was the CCNH appointed rep to ANHB. and  also my 
oldest son  works in the after school program.  

I rejoined the CCNH Community Board last year and am currently the Community Board representative 
to the ANHBC board.

As 34 year residents of Cedar Cottage Kensington, I can affirm that Cedar Cottage Neighbourhood House
makes the neighbourhood a better place to live.  

That said, the building used for operations and much of the programming can no longer meet the needs of
the organization. The proposed new building ticks the boxes for a future house for all  current and future 
requirements including:

Embracing principles of reconciliation
Forward thinking regarding Zero Carbon (No Fossil fuel)
Design that permits optimum delivery of current program requirements with the 
flexibility to embrace emerging community needs.

Many many hours over at least two decades have been spent by ANHBC staff but also by a dedicated 
group of volunteers, to  facilitate replacement of this much loved but tired old building and 
as there  is now funding  in place from all levels of government, now is the time to move forward and 
build the Neighbourhood House for the future generations.

I thank Council and city staff for all the excellent  work done on this file to date and  trust that with your 
support the project can proceed as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

Brian McGibney
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