
{01779562v9}

EXPLANATION 

A By-law to amend Animal Control By-law No. 9150 
regarding aggressive dogs 

Council resolved on April 13, 2022 to amend the Animal Control By-law regarding aggressive 
dogs.  Enactment of this by-law will implement that resolution. 

Director of Legal Services 
December 6, 2022 
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BY-LAW NO. _____ 

A By-law to amend Animal Control By-law No. 9150 
regarding aggressive dogs 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF VANCOUVER, in public meeting, enacts as follows: 

1. This By-law amends the indicated provisions of the Animal Control By-law.

2. Council strikes the definition of “aggressive dog” in section 1.2 and replaces it with:

““aggressive dog” means a dog that has, without provocation, displayed aggressive
behaviour or bitten another domestic animal or a person.”.

3. Council strikes the definition of “run at large” in section 1.2 and replaces it with:

““run at large” means:

(a) being elsewhere than on the property of the owner, the person who keeps the
dog, or of a person who has care, custody or control of the dog, and not being
under the immediate care and control of a responsible person; or

(b) being in a public place, and not secured by a leash to a responsible and
competent person.”.

4. Council adds the following definitions to section 1.2 in correct alphabetical order:

““aggressive behaviour” means any hostile attack by a dog on a person or domestic
animal, including pursuing a person or domestic animal in a hostile manner.”;

‘“animal control officer” has the same meaning as in section 324.1 of the Vancouver
Charter;’ and

““permanent identification” means identification for an animal in the form of a microchip
that contains the current contact information of the owner;”.

5. Council adds a new section 2.3 as follows:

“Designation of animal control officers

2.3 Council designates all animal control officers employed by the City of Vancouver
as animal control officers for the purposes of carrying out the provisions of section 324.1
of the Vancouver Charter.”

6. Council strikes section 4.14 and replaces it as follows:
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“Aggressive behaviour 
 

4.14 No person shall permit, suffer or allow a dog to: 
 

(a) display unprovoked aggressive behaviour towards a person or another 
domestic animal; or 
 

(b) bite, attack or injure a person or domestic animal.” 
 

7. Council adds a new section 4A as follows:  
 

“SECTION 4A 
AGGRESSIVE DOGS 

 
Aggressive Dog Notice 
 
4A.1 If an Animal Control Officer has reasonable grounds to consider a dog is an 
aggressive dog, the Animal Control Officer may deliver a written notice to the registered 
owner of that dog advising the owner of the requirements of this By-law regarding 
aggressive dogs. 
 
Review before notice 
 
4A.2 Before delivering a notice under section 4A.1, an Animal Control Officer must 
consider the available history of the dog and the dog’s owner, any available witness 
statements, and any available reports from qualified professionals. 
 
Aggressive dog licence 
 
4A.3 Every owner of an aggressive dog must hold an aggressive dog licence for that 
dog. 
 
Order to obtain licence 
 
4A.4 The Poundkeeper may issue an order, in writing, requiring an owner of an 
aggressive dog to acquire an aggressive dog licence. 
 
Time to acquire licence 
 
4A.5 Every owner who is issued an order to acquire an aggressive dog licence must 
acquire an aggressive dog licence for the dog within 14 days of delivery of the order. 
 
Reviewing Aggressive Dog Notices 

 
4A.6 Every owner of an aggressive dog may apply to the Poundkeeper, pursuant to 
sections 4A.7 and 4A.8, for a determination that the dog is no longer an aggressive dog. 

 
Written reasons  
 
4A.7 Every application for relief from a determination that a dog is an aggressive dog 
must include written reasons why the owner considers the dog is no longer an 
aggressive dog.  



 3 
 

Ceasing to be aggressive 
 
4A.8 An aggressive dog ceases to be considered an aggressive dog under this  
By-law if: 

  
(a) there have been no aggressive dog complaints regarding the dog that 

were investigated and verified by an animal control officer in the previous 
12 months; 
 

(b) all the terms of the aggressive dog licence were complied with for the 
previous 12 months; and 

 
(c) the owner provides written proof that the dog has successfully completed 

an animal behaviour modification course in the previous 12 months that is 
acceptable to the Poundkeeper; or 

 
(d) in the case where the dog was considered aggressive because it had 

injured a person or another domestic animal, a qualified professional 
concludes, in writing, that the dog should no longer be considered an 
aggressive dog. 

 
No further review  
 
4A.9 Notwithstanding section 4A.6, if after ceasing to be an aggressive dog under 
section 4A.8 the dog’s owner is sent another notice under section 4A.1, the owner may 
not apply for a determination that the dog is no longer an aggressive dog. 

 
Conditions on Aggressive Dog Licence 
 
4A.10 In addition to the requirements imposed on aggressive dogs by sections 4.3 and 
4.5 of this By-law, the Poundkeeper or an Animal Control Officer may, at any time and 
for any duration, impose conditions on an aggressive dog’s licence regarding the care 
and control of the dog, including any combination of the following: 
 

(a) when the dog is not on the owner’s property, the owner shall secure the 
dog by a collar and leash that is no more than one (1) metre in length; 
 

(b) the owner shall ensure the dog does not run at large; 
 

(c) the owner shall ensure the dog is muzzled when in a designated off-
leash area; 

 
(d) the owner shall ensure that the dog is not in a designated off-leash area 

in the city at any time; 
 

(e) the owner shall ensure the dog is muzzled when not on the owner’s 
property, to prevent it from biting another domestic animal or person; 

 
(f) the owner shall ensure the dog has permanent identification and provide 

the permanent identification information to the Poundkeeper; 
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(g) the owner shall post a clearly visible sign on the owner’s property saying 
“Beware of Dog”; 

 
(h) the owner shall, at all times while the dog is on the owner’s property, 

confine the dog in the residence or in an enclosed section of the yard; 
 

(i) the owner shall supply to the Poundkeeper, within 30 days of being 
informed of this licence condition, written confirmation from a licensed 
veterinarian that the dog has been neutered or spayed; 
  

(j) the owner shall supply to the Poundkeeper written confirmation within a 
specified time that an animal trainer or qualified professional has been 
retained to provide behavioural remediation; and 

 
(k) the owner shall supply to the Poundkeeper written confirmation within a 

specified time that the owner has obtained a policy of liability insurance 
covering any damages for injuries caused by the dog in an amount not 
less than five hundred thousand dollars. 

 
Recommend revocation or suspension 

 
4A.11 The Chief Licence Inspector may recommend to Council, or a delegation of 
Council, that Council revoke or suspend an aggressive dog licence if the conditions on 
the licence are being breached.  
 
4A.12 After considering a recommendation that an aggressive dog licence be revoked 
or suspended, the Council may revoke or suspend the licence for any period of time and 
subject to any conditions concerning the care and control of the aggressive dog that 
Council deems fit. 
 
4A.13 Every dog that qualified as an aggressive dog prior to the enactment of the 
amendments to this By-law on December 6, 2022, remains an aggressive dog, unless 
the dog ceases to be an aggressive dog pursuant to sections 4A.6 to 4A.8 of this  
By-law.” 

 
8. Council strikes section 6.1 and replaces it as follows: 

 
“Seizing dogs under this By-law 

 
6.1 The Poundkeeper or a police officer may seize a dog: 
 

(a) in respect of whom the person who keeps the dog does not have a 
licence, or aggressive dog licence; 

 
(b) in respect of whom payment of the licence fee referred to in section 3.3 is 

in arrears; 
 
(c) who is not wearing the dog tag referred to in section 3.5; 
 
(d) who is on a street or other public place unlawfully, including running at 

large; 
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(e) who has bitten or who is alleged to have bitten a person or a domestic 
animal; or 

 
(f) who has had its aggressive dog licence revoked or suspended for 

breaching a condition of the licence.”. 
 

9. A decision by a court that any part of this By-law is illegal, void, or unenforceable severs 
that part from this By-law, and is not to affect the balance of this By-law. 
 
10. This By-law is to come into force and take effect on January 1, 2023. 
 
 
ENACTED by Council this        day of                                                                            , 2022 

 
 

____________________________________ 
Mayor 

 
 
 

____________________________________ 
Acting City Clerk
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EXPLANATION 

A By-law to authorize the amendment of a 
Housing Agreement Authorized by By-law No. 12839 

Re: 2538 Birch Street 

This amendment to the Housing Agreement for 2538 Birch Street, which was authorized by By-
law 12839 on November 24, 2020 and was required as a condition of rezoning bylaw enactment 
with respect to the lands, modifies such Housing Agreement by, inter alia, replacing the rent roll 
attached to the Housing Agreement with an updated rent roll.  

The change to the Housing Agreement that necessitated this by-law amendment has been 
agreed to by the land owner in accordance with section 565.2(4) of the Vancouver Charter. 

Director of Legal Services 
December 6, 2022 
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2538 Birch Street 

BY-LAW NO. ________ 

A By-law to authorize the amendment of a 
Housing Agreement Authorized by By-law No. 12839 

PREAMBLE 

WHEREAS 
Council has authority under the Vancouver Charter to amend an existing Housing Agreement 
with the consent of the owner of property; 

AND WHEREAS 
Pursuant to By-law No. 12839 enacted November 24, 2020, the City has entered into a Housing 
Agreement with the owner of certain properties bearing the civic address 2538 Birch Street (the 
“Housing Agreement”) and thereafter the Housing Agreement was registered at the Land Title 
Office under registration nos. CA8600160 – CA8600161; and 

AND WHEREAS 
The City and the owner now wishes to amend the Housing Agreement and all proposed 
amendments are acceptable to the City and the owner. 

NOW THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF VANCOUVER, in public meeting, enacts 
as follows: 

1. Council authorizes amendment of the Housing Agreement in substantially the form and
substance of the modification agreement attached to this By-law as Schedule A and authorizes
the Director of Legal Services to execute the modification agreement on behalf of the City and
to deliver it to the owner on such terms and conditions as the Director of Legal Services deems
fit.

2. A decision by a court that any part of this By-law is illegal, void, or unenforceable severs
that part from this By-law, and is not to affect the balance of this By-law.

3. This By-law is to come into force and take effect on the date of its enactment.

ENACTED by Council this   day of     , 2022 

__________________________________ 
Mayor 

__________________________________ 
Acting City Clerk 
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EXPLANATION 

Authorization to enter into a Housing Agreement 
Re:  162 Main Street 

On April 8, 2020, the Development Permit Board approved in principle a development on the above 
noted property, subject to, among other things, a Housing Agreement to be entered into by the City 
and the land owner, on terms satisfactory to the Director of Legal Services and the General 
Manager of Arts, Culture and Community Services, prior to the issuance of a Development Permit.   
The Housing Agreement for the above noted lot was approved by Council under By-law No. 12912 
and registered on title to the above noted lot under land title registration numbers CA8803282 to 
CA8803284 (the “Original Housing Agreement”).   

Subsequently, the land owner made an application for a Minor Amendment to DP-2019-00560 under 
Development Application Number DP-2022-00487, which Development Application was approved in 
principle by the Director of Planning on September 29, 2022, subject to, among other things, the 
amendment or replacement of the Original Housing Agreement (the “New Housing Agreement”) to 
provide for all of the dwelling units in the development to be secured as “social housing”, as defined 
in the Vancouver Development Cost Levy By-law No.9755.  

The New Housing Agreement was accepted and executed by the applicant, and the City now seeks 
enactment of a By-law as contemplated by section 565.2 of the Vancouver Charter, to authorize 
such New Housing Agreement and to authorize the City to enter into the New Housing Agreement 
with the land owner.  Upon registration of this New Housing Agreement on title to the above noted 
lot, the City will seek a repeal of By-law No. 12912 to effect a discharge of the Original Housing 
Agreement. 

Director of Legal Services 
December 6, 2022 
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BY-LAW NO. 

A By-law to enact a Housing Agreement 
for 162 Main Street 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF VANCOUVER, in public meeting, enacts as follows: 

1. Council authorizes the City to enter into a Housing Agreement with the owner of certain lands
described as:

031-121-381 Lot A District lot 196 Block 4 Group 1 New Westminster 
District Plan EPP101555 

in substantially the form and substance of the Housing Agreement attached to this By-law, and also 
authorizes the Director of Legal Services to execute the agreement on behalf of the City, and to 
deliver it to the owner on such terms and conditions as the Director of Legal Services deems fit. 

2. This By-law is to come into force and take effect on the date of its enactment.

ENACTED by Council this   day of  , 2022 

____________________________________ 
Mayor 

____________________________________ 
Acting City Clerk 
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