
Update: Overdose Crisis and COVID-19 
October 21, 2021

Dr. Patricia Daly

Chief Medical Health Officer



Two Public Health Emergencies: 2020-2021
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3,000 deaths in BC
800 deaths in Vancouver Coastal

2,000 deaths in BC
500 deaths in Vancouver Coastal









BC Illicit Drug Toxicity Deaths (to end of July 2021)
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Source: BC Coroners Service



Vancouver Illicit Drug Toxicity Deaths 2009 – July 31, 2021
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7 Source: BC Coroners Service

To end
of July

Rate in 2021 double 2019, 
17% higher than 2020



Illicit Drug Toxicity Deaths in Vancouver
Vancouver Police Department data
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VCH Overdose Outreach Team 
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Out reach w orkers 
Social w orkers
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Nurse Pract it ioners
Adm in  staff 

Our Team
includes...

Overdose Ou t reach  Team

How  t o reach  us:W HO w e are: W HO w e serve:
W e are a reg ional team  located  across 

Vancouver, Richm ond and Coastal 

com m unit ies (North  Shore, Sea-to-Sky, 

Pow ell River and  Low er Sunsh ine Coast ).  

 

The best  w ay to reach  us is to call:

W e Are Responsive W e Facilit at e 
Connect ions

of referrals 

con tacted  w ith in  

3 business days
of clien ts successfu lly 

connected  or re-

connected  to health  

and /or social services. 

86%

Referrals 2020  (N = 2987)

1,722

640

241

211

173

Acute/ED/First

Responders

Community

Primary Care

Self/Friend/Family

Other

W e Serve Across-
Sect ors

Vision: To influence a sustainable system of care in which people who use drugs can 

freely access substance use care, supports and resources without judgement or 

prejudice in a timely and equitable manner.

(604) 360-2874

8 AM to 8 PM

Days a week 



New Programs and Investments (Federal and Provincial)

Pharmaceutical Alternatives to the Toxic Drug Supply:

• “SAFER” – Prescription of fentanyl and other opioid alternatives ($5 million in 
federal funding over 4 years, additional funding for two other Vancouver clinics)

• Provincial “Risk Mitigation/Pharmaceutical Alternatives Guidelines”

• Expansion of Opioid Agonist Therapy (injectable and tablet)

Expansion of Treatment and Recovery

• $132 million in provincial funding for new and enhanced treatment and recovery 
services across BC – announced by Minister Malcolmson last week
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Chief Medical Health Officer Report 2018 – Key Recommendation

• City of Vancouver: Application to 
Health Canada to decriminalize 
simple possession of illicit drugs: 
“Vancouver Model”

• Medical Health Officer and City 
of Vancouver support for a 
Health Canada exemption for a 
“compassion club” model



COVID-19 New Cases Worldwide
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Source: Health Canada



Canada – Provincial COVID-19 Rates
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Source: BCCDC



BC – Health Authority COVID-19 Rates 
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Vancouver Coastal Health – How do we compare? 
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Vancouver Coastal Health COVID-19 Cases 
October 19, 2021 

Cumulative cases: 42,614
Cumulative deaths: 533   



VCH – Hospitalized Cases and Deaths

22



After adjusting for age, unvaccinated individuals continue to be at a significantly higher 
risk of infection, hospitalization, and death from COVID-19 compared with fully vaccinated
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Relative rate fluctuates over time (see graph to the right). These figures do not represent vaccine effectiveness. 

~10x

~52x

~44x

See slide 32 for methods and definitions

Note the bar graph was 
switched to monthly time 
frame and now includes 
confidence intervals

For latest version of this figure, see  COVID-19 Regional Surveillance Dashboard  

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/data-reports/covid-19-surveillance-dashboard
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COVID-19 Vaccination Coverage – October 18, 2021

BC

83.3% of those 12 years and age 
and older fully vaccinated

(3.86 million people)

Vancouver Coastal Health

88.7% of those 12 years and older 
fully vaccinated

(993,140 people)
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Vaccination progress in BC as of Oct 5, by age group and dose number
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DRAFT

NB: Above estimates for 12-17 are 2% higher than MOH’s 
estimates– attributable to the difference in denominators 
used (this graph uses PEOPLE, MOH uses Client Roster)



Vaccination progress in BC 
and by Health Authority as 
of Oct 5, by age group and 
dose number (%)

Blue line is for visual reference only

This graph mirrors MOH data extract, 
with Client Roster as denominator

For latest version of this figure, see  COVID-19 Regional Surveillance Dashboard  

Client Roster population data are sourced 
from a list of all residents registered with 
Medical Services Plan as of March 12, 2021. 
Since this date, people may have moved, 
permanently or temporarily, and have been 
vaccinated or reported their vaccination 
status. As a result, there are areas in BC 
where there will be more people vaccinated 
than there were living in that area in March 
2021. The Client Roster likely 
underrepresents new arrivals into a region 
such as young adults relocating to attend 
post-secondary institutes and workers at 
major construction project areas. An 
alternative denominator would be based on 
projections derived from Census 2016, 
which is also not representative of the 
current BC population – see slide 21 for 
comparison between the two. 

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/data-reports/covid-19-surveillance-dashboard


BC – Return to School and University
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COVID-19 Among Post-Secondary Students and Staff
Vancouver Coastal Health
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BC COVID-19 SPEAK Survey
• A province-wide, cross-sectional, web-based population health survey conducted in two 

rounds: 
• Round 1: May 8-31, 2020
• Round 2:  One year into the pandemic from April 8 – May 9, 2021

• Target population - residents of BC 18 years & older. Caregivers were asked about the 
wellbeing of children in their care as well

• 1 in 25 British Columbians (n= 188,561) competed Round 2 including 52,957 
residents of Vancouver Coastal Health
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Mental Health and Financial Security for Young Adults Since the 
Pandemic, Vancouver
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*young people estimate for BC

• A greater proportion of young adults report their mental health worsening including increased stress and 
loneliness

• Young adults are more likely to report current financial stress as well as food insecurity
• More young adults also report feeling discriminated against because of their age
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*caregiver response for child

• A greater proportion of caregivers are reporting that children are more stressed and  connecting less with friends than 
at the beginning of the pandemic while screen time and lost child care remain high throughout both periods.

• The majority of caregivers are also reporting their children have worse wellbeing, are learning less, participating in
less activities and connecting with family less.

Mental health and Protective Factors Experienced by Children* Since the Pandemic, 
Vancouver
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Experiences of Discrimination during the Pandemic
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BC Overall

• A greater proportion of respondents who self identified as Black or Chinese reported increased 
discrimination during the pandemic. 

• In Vancouver, the most frequent location where any discrimination is experienced is in the community.
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Adaptation to the “new” normal, Vancouver
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Pandemic Measures Continued
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• A greater proportion of people in Vancouver want more flexible working options, continue trading parking 
for outdoor space, and continue to use street space for walking or cycling compared to BC overall



Summary

COVID-19: High vaccination coverage, decreasing rates in Vancouver
• Vaccination mandates, “Vaccine Passport” increase population vaccination rates, allow 

removal of public health measures
• Worsening mental health of children and youth may be a risk factor for the future  

Illicit Drug Toxicity Crisis: Worsening in Vancouver and in BC
• Pandemic response has contributed to the worsening crisis
• Replacement of illicit drug supply with regulated alternatives urgently needed
• Investment in support for children and youth


