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some of the why & how of long-range 
forecasts & projections 
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By the end of 2020, only 184,000 new 
permanent residents had landed in 
Canada, the lowest level since 1998.

the why

BC (before covid) federal targets were 
aiming for 340,000 immigrants
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components of population change
C A N A D A

emigration
immigration

natural increase  (decrease)

-26,175 
-30,165 

-70,647 

191,723 

87,244 

-63,876 

116,015

341,155 

401,000 
411,000 

421,000 

360,409 

19
71

19
73

19
75

19
77

19
79

19
81

19
83

19
85

19
87

19
89

19
91

19
93

19
95

19
97

19
99

20
01

20
03

20
05

20
07

20
09

20
11

20
13

20
15

20
17

20
19

20
21

20
23

20
25

20
27

20
29

20
31

20
33

20
35

20
37

20
39

20
41

184,000
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7.2 million over the next 21 years
7.7 million over the past 21…

SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA & RENNIE POPULATION MODELS



2 7 5 , 0 0 0  I M M I G R A N T S  I N T O  C A N A DA  P E R  Y E A R  I N  T H E  PA S T  D E C A D E

B C ’ S  S H A R E :  1 5 %  ( 4 0 , 0 0 0 )
L O W E R  M A I N L A N D:  9 0 %  ( 3 6 , 0 0 0 )

=  1 0 0 0  P E O P L E

the implications for BC ?

(13% of Canada’s population)

(60% of BC’s population)
(Metro+FVRD+Squamish)
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927,000 over the next 21 years
825,000 over the past 21…

SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA & RENNIE POPULATION MODELS
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21,000/yr

L O W E R  M A I N L A N D

housing future residents



why this matters

most communities in the province are 
already experiencing housing 
availability and affordability issues;  
this situation will persist if new housing 
supply does not EXCEED expected 
demand from population growth & 
change… 
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why this matters

…there is a fundamental link between 
a robust stock of available and 
affordable housing and our ability to 
attract and retain workers and 
diversify our region’s employment 
base.



why this matters

…the City of Vancouver has played a 
key role in shaping the region’s 
economic and demographic future.
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t h a n k  y o u …


