


4. Amendments to the Zoning and Development By-law to Increase Social Housing in the RM-4 and RM-3A Zoning Districts - OPPOSED

04/19/2021 20:35 Oppose

I oppose this amendment for 2 reasons: 1. These neighbourhoods already have a high density of low-medium-
storey social housing buildings (there are 21 subsidized housing buildings in my area of the Kitsilano 
neighbourhood) and the existing infrastructure (playgrounds, community centres, grocery stores, schools, etc) 
which are already strained to support existing residents. Why increase the building height and density in these 
neighbourhoods' Why not consider more 4-storey social housing projects in other less-dense areas of Vancouver 
such as Dunbar, Point Grey, Kerrisdale, Arbutus Ridge and Shaughnessy' 2. The dissolution of the application 
process on a blanket rezoning amendment erodes our democratic system. Public input on a case-by-case basis 
is needed to keep developers, homeowners, renters and future City Council accountable to the residents of 
Vancouver. I am attaching a map of my area of Kitsilano which shows the subsidized housing projects in a 100 
block area, for your references. Any mistakes or scale inaccuracies are mine, it is difficult to keep abreast of the 
changes happening in our city while working full-time and enduring the Covid19 pandemic. Included in this map 
is the location of BC Housing's proposal for a 12-storey 140 unit supportive housing project which is also ill-
planned and uncharacteristic of the surrounding 3 and 4 story buildings.

Doni Gratton Kitsilano APPENDIX A

04/20/2021 08:32 Oppose

April 20, 2021 Mayor and Council: Re: Amendments to the Zoning and Development By-Law to Increase Social 
Housing in the RM-4 and RM-3A Zoning Districts The Riley Park South Cambie Community Visions Steering 
Committee (RPSC-CVC) has expressed concerns regarding the aforementioned amendments as they apply to 
the Cambie Corridor Phase 3 Policy (CCP3). We feel that there is a potential problem with the proposed 
amendments as it implies a direct contradiction to the CCP3 in the following Sections: ' p. 38, Section 4.1 
Cambie Village para. 2 ''The existing low-rise rental buildings along Cambie Street between 19th and 24th 
Avenue will be retained.' ' p. 42, Area B: Oak Street between 21st and 24th are allowed 5-6 storey buildings ' p. 
44, Section 4.1.3, Cambie Street 19-24th Avenue 'The existing Rm-3Ak zoning will be retained to preserve this 
stable rental housing.' RPSC-CVC, since its inception in November 2005 has never taken a Nimby position 
when it comes to social housing. In fact, we have spoken at numerous Council meetings, over the years, to 
increase the number of social housing units in projects within our area. Unfortunately, our comments have been, 
on some occasions, on deaf ears . The CCP3 has witnessed Council decisions that we have felt were never 
openly discussed with the community. This amendment should not be another of those clauses. In fact, we 
continue to argue for more social housing within our community, but not at the expense of blatantly changing the 
CCP3's specific sections as noted above. Your consideration in deciding on this amendment will prove that, as a 
City Council, you abide by established policies. Regards, Allan Buium, Chair on behalf of the RPSC-CVC cc: 
Theresa O'Donnell, Acting General Manager, Planning, Urban Design and Sustainability Susan Haid, Deputy 
Director, Long Range and Strategic Planning Dan Garrison, Assistant Director, Housing Policy and Regulation 
Sarah Ellis, Planner Kirsten Behler, Planner, Cambie Corridor Mateja Seaton, Planner, Cambie Corridor

Allan Buium Riley Park No web 
attachments.

04/20/2021 09:53 Oppose

re: Amendments to the Zoning and Development By-law to Increase Social Housing in the RM-4 and RM-3A 
Zoning Districts I am opposed to this motion, as it appears that the claims within are misleading. Created in 2004 
under the former Vision Vancouver government, the City's definition of social housing requires that 100% of units 
in a building must be owned by a non-profit or government agency, with at least 30% of the units geared towards 
affordable rent based on income. The other 70 per cent of units will be market rentals. Because the entire 
building would fall under 'social housing,' developers would qualify for extra height and density and waived fees 
worth thousands of dollars. In other words, this is a great deal for developers, but it does little to help those 
renters who need the most help. At the initial April 15 public hearing, Coun. Colleen Hardwick asked City planner 
Dan Garrison to explain the City's definition of social housing. When Hardwick could not get a clear yes or no 
answer, and suggested this could be misleading the public, the Mayor stepped in and told her to stop asking the 
same question 'over and over.' The Mayor should be ashamed of this behaviour. The City has long been playing 
with semantics around the terms "affordable" and "social housing". Social housing is generally recognized as 
being subsidized housing geared to income. The City often uses the social housing term to refer to all non-
market rate housing, which is wrong. The same applies to affordable housing, which has been defined by CMHC 
as when a household spends less than 30 per cent of its gross (before-tax) income on acceptable shelter. The 
City has hijacked this term to refer to any non-market rate housing, even if it's not affordable ($1200 for a 300 
sq.ft. studio is by no means affordable). This muddying of terms is being used to provide density and 
development fee giveaways to developers, which is disingenuous and of dubious morality.

P. Caraher Kitsilano No web 
attachments.

04/20/2021 10:07 Oppose This is horrible and will change the look and feel of our beautiful city. Why would you put social housing in the 
most expensive part of Vancouver''' Brenda Heaney Kitsilano No web 

attachments.
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