


        



From: Marc Schutzbank
To: Speaker Request
Subject: [EXT] Remove speaker request
Date: Thursday, January 21, 2021 7:28:20 PM

City of Vancouver security warning: Do not click on links or open attachments
unless you were expecting the email and know the content is safe.

Hello,

I am scheduled to speak on tonight’s agenda item on Neighbourhood grocery stores.

However, baby evening shenanigans are making that a challenge for me and I apologize so I
share these words with you.

Neighbourhood groceries
They carry all the things that please 
Fresh fruits and veggies true
The things our diverse residents want to
EAT!

I wanted to share that these assets are a critical part of our city’s food infrastructure. The Food
policy council has been working diligently to help protect and secure these assets. It is a
difficult thing to do in our city.  However, staff and councilors have been working tirelessly to
find ways to support these  critical organizations that allow for inexpensive and easily
accessible food for Vancouver’s diverse populations. Save On and IGA do not cut it.  Higher
prices combined with less culturally relevant foods, means that in a time of COVID, these
small Neighbourhood grocery stores serve an outsized role as a distributor of food. 
Furthermore many of these stores are also outlets for b graded produce and other fresh foods.  

Our food system requires a diverse set of groceries and food access points for the diversity of
our city. On behalf of the food policy council we support this and more initiative to support
Neighbourhood food systems.

With gratitude for the work you do and the complexities of this moment,

Marc
CoChair Vancouver Food Policy Council
-- 
—————
Marc Schutzbank
Father, consultant, fixer of problems
778.872.KALE

mailto:marc.schutzbank@gmail.com
mailto:speaker.request@vancouver.ca
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Public Hearing Correspondence Case 

Case number: 101014730607 Case created: 2021-01-21, 08:33:00 PM Channel: WEB 
 
Incident Location  
Address: 311 UNADDRESSED LOCATION, VANCOUVER, VAN 311 
Address2:  
Location name:  
Original Address: 311 UNADDRESSED LOCATION 
 
Request Details 
1. Subject (address if applicable): 
  ELER Amendments to Support Neighbourhood Grocery Stores 

 
2. Position: 
  Support 

 
3. Comments: 
  My name is Colette Griffiths and I?m writing on behalf of my partner Christopher Allen.  

We are the Owners and Operators of The Federal Store in Mount Pleasant.   
  
  
We?d like to thank the city staff, planners and council for time and effort that they have put into understanding 
neighbourhood grocery stores as a part of Vancouver's cultural and economic landscape and the valuable role that they 
play.   
  
We opened our Neighbour Grocery Store in 2016, after a year and a half long application and renovation process. The 
building has been acting as a bakery or  grocery store since 1926. Our landlords Mark and Fong who live next door in the 
adjacent townhouses ran the grocery store themselves for 25 years before we took possession in 2015.  
  
  
We?ve lived in the neighbourhood for over 15 years and one of the things we?ve enjoyed most about the shop is the 
opportunity to get to know our neighbours and community, and watching neighbours get to know each. Truthfully, before 
we learned that The Federal Store was available for lease, we never saw ourselves running a grocery store, but we are so 
happy that we took the chance. The retail element has allowed us to meet and work with other local small businesses that 
are just getting started, much like ourselves, and its been an amazing opportunity to meet inspiring people from so many 
diverse backgrounds who are facing a lot of the same challenges as us. The small scale nature of Neighbourhood grocery 
stores offers a unique opportunity for these other new, local makers to test their products out in a retail atmosphere.   
  
  
When COVID hit we were able to quickly adapt our business model to offer a greater selection of products that were scarce 
in grocery stores, while allowing a safe and local way for people to get their daily groceries. While our demand for groceries 
has gone down since lockdown was lifted in June, our customers have made it clear to us on a regular basis how much they 
valued our business during that time, and how much they want us to stay viable in the long run.  
  
  
We are also excited to hear that report has suggested that the city explore the benefits of farm stands and the potential to 
sell alcohol, as well as more public space opportunities surrounding the business.  Our community has expressed a lot of 
interest in all of these things over the last 4 years, and they would be even more important to our business now as a means 
to bounce back from the financial challenges we are facing as a result of COVID.  
  
  
It has not been easy launching and running the business, and it means to much to us that the city is considering the 
changes proposed tonight. We think Vancouver can only benefit from more opporunities for community spaces like 
neighbourhood grocery stores.  
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Thank you so much for your time. 
 

4. Neighbourhood: 
  Mount Pleasant 

 
5. Full name: 
  Colette Griffiths 

 
6. Organization you represent: 
  The Federal Store 

 
7. Email: 
  info@federalstore.ca 

 
8. Subject classification: 
  PH2 - 4. Employment Lands and Economy Review Quick Start Actions: Initial Zoning and Development By-law Amendments 

to Support Neighbourhood Grocery Stores 
 

Additional Details 
 
Contact Details 
Name: Colette Griffiths 
Address: ,  
Address2:  
Phone:  Email: info@federalstore.ca 
Alt. Phone:  Preferred contact method: Either 
 
Case Notes 
 
Photo 
- no picture - 
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