
 
 

 

 
 
REPORT 
 

 
 Report Date: January 5, 2021 
 Contact: Chris Robertson 
 Contact No.: 604.873.7684 
 RTS No.: 14186  
 VanRIMS No.: 08-2000-20 
 Meeting Date: January 19, 2021 

 
 

TO: Vancouver City Council 

FROM: General Manager of Planning, Urban Design and Sustainability 

SUBJECT: Miscellaneous Amendments – Guidelines, Policies and Parking By-law  

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
A. THAT Council amend the Childcare Design Guidelines, generally as presented in 

Appendix A, to update a childcare program space requirement and correct 
typographical, numerical, mathematical and grammatical errors. 

 
B. THAT Council amend the West End RM-5, RM-5A, RM-5B, RM-5C AND RM-5D 

Guidelines to remove references to outdated submission requirements and a 
document that is not yet in effect, generally as presented in Appendix B. 

 
C. THAT Council amend the Rezoning Policy for Sustainable Large Developments, 

generally as presented in Appendix C, to correct a reference to a Bulletin. 

D. THAT Council repeal the Fraser Street Rezoning Policies, which has been 
superseded by updated land use policy. 

E. THAT Council amend the Parking By-law, generally as presented in Appendix D, 
to correct a typographical error.  

 
 
REPORT SUMMARY 
 
This report proposes to amend: 
 

• the Childcare Design Guidelines to update a childcare program space requirement and 
correct typographical, numerical, mathematical and grammatical errors; 

• the West End RM-5, RM-5A, RM-5B, RM-5C AND RM-5D Guidelines to remove 
references to outdated submission requirements and a document that is not yet in 
effect;  
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• the Rezoning Policy for Sustainable Large Developments, to correct a reference to a 
Bulletin; and 

• the Parking By-law to correct a typographical error. 
 
This report also proposes to repeal the Fraser Street Rezoning Policies which has been 
superseded by the Secured Rental Policy. 

 
The recommendations in this report do not require referral to a Public Hearing.    
 
 
COUNCIL AUTHORITY/PREVIOUS DECISIONS 
 
On September 15, 2020, Council adopted miscellaneous amendments to various land use 
documents, as described in the memo “Consequential and Housekeeping Amendments to 
Guidelines - RTS 13686.” These changes included amendments to the Rezoning Policy for 
Sustainable Large Developments and to the Childcare Design Guidelines to correct numerical 
conversion errors and make various housekeeping amendments.  
 
On December 10, 2019 Council amended the formatting of the Childcare Design Guidelines to 
improve clarity and readability, reduce repetition and replace outdated terminology. On February 
4, 1993, Council approved the City’s Childcare Design Guidelines to be applied where child care 
facilities are required as a condition of rezoning and for conditional approval in development 
applications.   
 
On June 23, 2020, Council enacted amendments to the Parking By-law for 650 West 41st Ave. 
 
On June 11, 2019 and June 23, 2015, Council approved amendments to the West End RM-5, 
RM-5A, RM-5B, RM-5C AND RM-5D Guidelines. On September 26, 1989, Council adopted the 
West End RM-5, RM-5A, RM-5B, and RM-5C Guidelines.  
 
On July 29, 1980, Council adopted the Fraser Street Rezoning Policies.  
 
  
CITY MANAGER'S/GENERAL MANAGER'S COMMENTS  
 
The Acting City Manager recommends approval of the foregoing. 
 
 
REPORT 
 
Background/Context 
From time to time, miscellaneous amendments to Guidelines, Policies and Plans are required in 
order to improve clarity, update terminology or address inadvertent errors or omissions and to 
streamline the development review process. In general, one or two miscellaneous amendment 
reports per year are reported to Council.  Amendments that are substantive in nature are not 
included in these packages and are reported to Council separately.  
 
Strategic Analysis 
This report proposes miscellaneous amendments to Guidelines and Policies to correct section 
references and typographical errors, to improve clarity, reduce repetition, modernize content 
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and update terminology to reflect current usage.  The report also proposes to repeal the Fraser 
Street Rezoning Policies. Below is a summary of the proposed recommendations:  
 
Childcare Design Guidelines   
In September 2020 and December 2019, Council approved amendments to the Childcare 
Design Guidelines which removed redundancies, replaced outdated terminology and 
reorganized content to improve clarity and readability.  Subsequent typographical, numerical 
and mathematical errors were discovered, and an update to the configuration specifications of 
the 16-space childcare program was identified.    
 
The area requirements for the 16-space program were originally created by extrapolating the 
area/child from the existing 25-space childcare (age 3-5) program. The 16-space childcare area 
numbers have been adjusted slightly to account for the minimum functional area required for 
specific activity settings (i.e., where the area/child extrapolation method does not apply).  
 
The proposed changes to the Guidelines also include some clarification and small stylistic 
changes.  
 
West End RM-5, RM-5A, RM-5B, RM-5C AND RM-5D Guidelines 
The West End RM-5, RM-5A, RM-5B, RM-5C and RM-5D Guidelines were approved by Council 
in 1989, to assist developers, designers and City staff with evaluating proposals for conditional 
uses or discretionary variations in regulations.  
 
Since the adoption of these Guidelines in 1989, the submission process for significant 
development permit applications has changed. The Guidelines refer to a brochure that is no 
longer available, and it is proposed that the Submission Requirements section be struck from 
the Guidelines.  
 
The Guidelines also reference the “Laneway 2.0 Toolkit” document, which has not yet been 
finalized by staff. This report proposes to strike the reference to this document until such a time 
that the Toolkit has been completed.  
 
Other Housekeeping Amendments  
The following housekeeping amendments are also proposed:  
 

a. Rezoning Policy for Sustainable Large Developments – In Section E.3.4, replace the 
term "Sustainable Large Developments Admin Bulletin" with "Groundwater Management 
Administrative Bulletin" to correct a reference to a Bulletin, as shown in Appendix C.   
 

b. Parking By-law – correct a typographical error in Schedule C, as shown in Appendix D.  
 
 
Planning Document to be Repealed  
 
The Fraser Street Rezoning Policies document, adopted in 1980, is recommended to be 
repealed as the policies have been superseded by the more recent Secured Rental Policy, 
approved in 2012 and updated in 2019.   
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Financial Implications 
The proposed amendments represent administrative corrections and clarifications. There are no 
financial implications. 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
This report proposes housekeeping amendments to the Parking By-law and certain Guidelines 
and Policies to correct section references and typographical errors, improve clarity, and update 
content. These amendments ensure continuous improvements and modernization of our 
By-laws, Guidelines, Policies and Plans to improve clarity and provide more certainty for both 
staff and applicants. 
 
 

* * * * * 
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Note: Amendments to Council-adopted guidelines will be prepared generally in 
accordance with the provisions listed below, subject to change and refinement prior to 
posting.  
 

DRAFT amendments to the Childcare Design Guidelines 
 
 
1. *Proposed amendments are shown in red
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Note: Amendments to Council-adopted guidelines will be prepared generally in 
accordance with the provisions listed below, subject to change and refinement prior to 
posting. Italics and strikeout denote changes to the guidelines.  

 
DRAFT amendments to the West End  

RM-5, RM-5A, RM-5B, RM-5C and RM-5D Guidelines 
 
 

1. Council amends the paragraph on page 8 as follows:   
 
“These guidelines are intended to be used in conjunction with the West End Community 
Plan and the Laneways 2.0 Toolkit to ensure the delivery of livable and diverse infill 
typologies and to guide their role in the transformation of the West End’s laneways into 
vibrant community spaces.” 
 

2. Council strikes the section titled “Submission Requirements” including its 
paragraph on page 30.  
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Note: Amendments to Council-adopted guidelines will be prepared generally in 
accordance with the provisions listed below, subject to change and refinement prior to 
posting. Italics and strikeout denote changes to the policy.  
 
 

DRAFT amendments to the  
Rezoning Policy for Sustainable Large Developments 

 
1. Council replaces the term "Sustainable Large Developments Admin Bulletin" with 

"Groundwater Management Administrative Bulletin" in Section E.3.3 as shown in 
italics below:  

 
“To achieve this on-site retention target the rainwater management system shall manage 
rainfall in accordance with the green infrastructure tiered approach outlined in the 
Sustainable Large Developments Admin Bulletin Groundwater Management 
Administrative Bulletin.  
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Note: A By-law will be prepared generally in accordance with the provisions listed below, subject 
to change and refinement prior to posting.   
 

DRAFT By-law to amend Parking By-law No. 6059  
Regarding a Housekeeping Amendment 

 
 
 
1. This By-law amends the indicated provisions of the Parking By-law.  
 
2. Council amends Schedule C (CD-1 Districts Parking Requirements) by striking out 
“CD-1 (1)” in the third column of the entry for 650 West 41st Avenue and substituting the 
following: “(1)”.  
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