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• To provide Council with information on the background, 
progress and updates for the proposed Vancouver Bird 
Strategy and related guidelines

• To seek Council’s approval of the proposed Vancouver 
Bird Strategy Update (2020)

• To seek Council’s approval for recommendations on 
revising strategy guidelines, researching best 
management practices on bird-friendly rodent control, 
establish tracking metrics, and integrate Vancouver into 
the BC Bird Trail.

Purpose of Presentation
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• Background 

• Policy Context

• Vancouver Bird Advisory 

Committee

• 2015-2020 Achievements 

• Purpose of Update

• Recommendations

Outline
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Background 

2011 – 1st World Migratory Bird Day 
proclaimed in Vancouver 

2013 – Development of the Bird Strategy 
& 1st Bird Week proclaimed

2015 – Bird Strategy adopted

2018 – Mayor proclaimed August as 
Vancouver Bird Month

2011 – 1st World 
Migratory Bird Day

2013 – 1st Bird Week 
& Bird Strategy is 

started
2015 – Bird Strategy 

is adopted
2018 – Mayor 

proclaims August as 
Bird Month 

2019- Bird Strategy 
Review & Evaluation

2020 – Bird Strategy 
Update
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Policy Context
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• Birds Canada

• Environment & Climate Change 
Canada

• Stanley Park Ecology Society 

• Nature Vancouver

• Stewardship Centre for BC

• Pacific Wildlife Foundation

• Society for the Prevention of the 
Cruelty of Animals (SPCA)

Vancouver Bird Advisory Committee



2015-2020 Achievements
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Section 1

Strategy Implementation
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Landscape Design Guidelines

Habitat Improvements in Parks & Development Properties
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Building Design Guidelines

Window Collision Retrofits & Engagement  
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Research & Monitoring

Vancouver Cat Count
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Arts, Awareness & Education

Bird Week Programming
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Economic Growth & Tourism

Rockwood Adventures
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2018 Ornithological Congress



Bird Strategy Update 2020
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Recommended Directions
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Review Landscape & Building Guidelines
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Update Operational Guidelines



17

Ban Anticoagulant Rodenticide Use
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RESEARCH INFORMATION

RESEARCH 
ORGANIZATION PRIMARY CONTACT RESEARCH PROGRAM NAME TARGET SPECIES

STANLEY PARK ECOLOGY 
SOCIETY

Meghan Cooling & Ariane 
Comeau

Targeted Nesing Surveys

Active Eagle Nest
Heron Colony
Barn Swallow

Nest Baxes Wood Ducks and Swallows
Owls - Barred and others

Point Survey 
Various

Breeding Bird Survey Breeding Bird 
Coastal Bird Survey Sea Bird 
Pre and post restoration monitoring Pre and post restoration monitoring
Winter Water Bird Survey Winter Water Bird Survey
Christmas Bird Count for Kids Christmas Bird Count for Kids

BIRDS CANADA David Bradley

Coastal Water Bird Survey (BCCWS)
Sea Birds
Raptors
Corvids

Beach Bird Survey Dead Shore and Sea Birds
Project Feeder Watch Various
Project Nest Watch Various

Christmas Bird Count Various

BIRDS CANADA & CORNELL 
Great Backyard Bird Count All birds

CORNELL UNIVERSITY
e-bird Crowd Source Data Collection Various

NATURE VANCOUVER Bev Ramey & Peter Ward Targeted Nesing Surveys

Chickadees
Woodpecker
Tree Swallows
Great Horned Owls

HANCOCK FOUNDATION Myles Lamont, David 
Hancock & Mike Seear Eagles and other raptors

Wild Research Various
Nature BC Various

Jericho Stewardship Group Pirmin Nietlisbach, Susan 
Fisher, June Ryder

Comprehensive breeding survey Various 

Wildcoast
Nesting Box Surveys Swallows and Chickadees

VanDusen Community Association
Various

BCIT Various

WITS - Wilderness Tree Survey Eagles

Audubon International Bird-Friendly Certification for Golf Courses Various
Wild Bird Trust Various

Develop Tracking Metrics
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Participate in BC Bird Trail
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• THAT Council adopt the December 2020 updated version of the Vancouver Bird Strategy 
(Attachment A);

• THAT the Bird Friendly Design Guidelines be reviewed by staff in consultation with the Bird 
Advisory Committee and through a public consultation process including members of the design 
and development industry and report back to Council within eighteen months with any revisions to 
existing or for new regulations that may be required to align the City of Vancouver with other bird-
friendly municipalities and improve building and landscape design, including recommendations for 
mandatory Bird Friendly Building Design standards in particularly sensitive zones of the city;

• THAT the Bird Friendly Landscape Operational Guidelines be updated, in consultation with Park 
Board operations staff and the Vancouver Bird Advisory Committee, for approval by Council and 
Park Board within eight months to ensure the most effective bird friendly management practices in 
parks and other public open spaces; 

• THAT staff be directed to report back within eight months on currently available best management 
practices to reduce rodent populations, including alternative rodent control solutions in and around 
municipal facilities that do not require anticoagulant rodenticides, and, with a communications 
strategy to encourage the use of best practices elsewhere in the city; 

• THAT an interdepartmental group of staff and members of the Vancouver Bird Advisory Committee 
develop a comprehensive set of metrics so implementation of the Strategy can be more fully 
evaluated and report back in eight months with initial findings as a baseline and to report back 
every two years thereafter on progress and to identify any barriers or challenges to implementing 
the Strategy; and,

• THAT Council request the Vancouver Bird Advisory Committee and Tourism Vancouver to 
collaborate with Tourism Richmond and Destination BC to incorporate Vancouver focused content 
into the BC Bird Trail initiative as means of growing bird tourism in Vancouver. 

Recommendations
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Thank you from VBAC
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Questions
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