
 

 

 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 
 

 
 Report Date: April 30, 2019 
 Contact: Branislav 

Henselmann/ 
Guy Leroux 

 
Contact No.: 604.871.6455/ 

604.665.2127 
 RTS No.: 12914 
 VanRIMS No.: 08-2000-20 
 Meeting Date: May 29, 2019 
 
 
TO: Standing Committee on City Finance and Services 

FROM: General Manager, Arts, Culture, and Community Services 

SUBJECT: Theatre Rental Grant Allocations – Fall 2019 and Spring 2020 

 
RECOMMENDATION  
 

A. THAT Council approve 40 Theatre Rental Grants to the institutions listed in the 
Organization column of Appendix A, in the amounts set out beside their names in 
the “Sept 1-Dec 31, 2019 TRG Recommendation” column of the Table in 
Appendix A for use of the Civic Theatres from September 1-December 31, 2019, 
in an aggregate amount of $591,620; source of funding is the remaining balance 
in the 2019 Theatre Rental Grant Budget. 

 
B. THAT Council approve, in advance of the 2020 operating budget, 53 Theatre 

Rental Grants to the institutions listed in the Organization column of Appendix B, 
in the amounts set out beside their names in the “Jan 1– Aug 31, 2020 TRG 
Recommendation” column of the Table in Appendix B for use of the Civic 
Theatres from January 1-August 31, 2020, in an aggregate amount of $967,590; 
source of funding is the 2020 Theatre Rental Grants Budget. 

 
C. THAT, pursuant to Section 206 (1) (j) of the Vancouver Charter, Council deems 

any organization listed in Appendix A or Appendix B that is not otherwise a charity 
registered with the Canada Revenue Agency to be contributing to the culture of 
Vancouver. 

 
D. THAT the General Manager of Arts, Culture and Community Services (GM of 

ACCS) is authorized to negotiate and execute agreements to disburse the grants 
described in this report on the terms and conditions generally set out below, and 
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on such other terms and conditions as are satisfactory to the GM of ACCS and 
the City Solicitor. 

 
E. THAT no legal rights or obligations are created by the approval of 

Recommendations A and B above unless and until the applicable theatre license 
agreement is complete and approved by the City in accordance with 
Recommendation D above and executed and delivered by both the grant 
recipient and GM of ACCS (or their designate). 

 
Recommendations A and B require two-thirds affirmative votes of all Council members per 
section 206 (1) of the Vancouver Charter. 
 

 
REPORT SUMMARY  
 

This report recommends grants to 66 cultural organizations for a total of $1,559,210, for 
use of the Vancouver Civic Theatres (VCT) during the 2019/2020 performing arts season 
that runs from September 1, 2019, to August 31, 2020. Grants are made in support of 
the City’s vision of a diverse and thriving cultural ecology that enriches the lives of 
residents and visitors. 

 
 The recommendations (Table 1) have been made by a staff assessment process - a 

process that is rooted in the 2013-2018 Culture Plan Strategic Directions, based on 
criteria of the existing cultural grant framework, and mindful of the community-driven 
directions and opportunities of the forthcoming Creative City Strategy.  

 
 
COUNCIL AUTHORITY/PREVIOUS DECISIONS  
 

On May 2, 2017, Council approved a motion for staff to develop a new, comprehensive 
Creative City Strategy that: addresses current and emerging challenges and 
opportunities; reflects the culture and history of the city; and interfaces with other City 
policies and strategies. 
 
On July 11, 2017, (RTS No. 11804), Council approved that the GM of ACCS can approve 
the re-allocation of funds from any underused or cancelled Theatre Rental Grants to a 
maximum of $200,000 per annum. 
 
On May 16, 2018, (RTS No. 12154), Council approved 44 Theatre Rental Grants 
totalling $1,749,055 for the period of January 1 - August 31, 2019.  

 
 On June 20, 2018, (RTS No. 12468), Council approved new rental rates for VCT that 

included both commercial and non-profit rates for September 1, 2019 - August 31, 2020. 
 

On September 19, 2018, (RTS No. 12719), Council approved six Supplemental 
Assistance Theatre Rental Grants in alignment with emerging priorities of the Creative 
City Strategy totalling $31,249 for the period of January 1 - August 31, 2019.  
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CITY MANAGER'S/GENERAL MANAGER'S COMMENTS  
 
Theatre Rental Grants (TRGs) are non-cash grants that support eligible cultural non-profit 
producers and presenters to access the City’s four professionally-equipped, downtown civic 
theatre venues: the Queen Elizabeth Theatre (QET), the Orpheum, the Vancouver Playhouse, 
and the Annex. Grants to these organizations animate the City’s theatres and present a range of 
culturally diverse performances for public enjoyment. This program is one of many programs, 
awards, and services that the City offers to support a diverse and thriving cultural ecology. 
 
The City Manager recommends approval of the foregoing. 
 
 
REPORT 
 
Background/Context  
 
The Theatre Rental Grant (TRG) program is designed to support Vancouver-based, professional 
not-for-profit arts and cultural organizations that have a mission to develop, create, produce, 
present, and disseminate artistic work for the benefit of the public and the arts sector, in any 
artistic discipline (e.g. Indigenous arts, community arts, dance, interdisciplinary, literary, media, 
multidisciplinary, music, theatre, visual arts). 
 
This in-kind grant program provides rental subsidy and assistance for certain VCT costs 
(including a portion of technical and front of house labour costs) and serves a range of 
organizations, from large-scale year-round users through to small-sized occasional users. The 
program objectives are to assist organizations with artistic development, to increase their profile, 
and expand their audiences. The TRG program is currently one of the few non-cash grants 
within the Cultural Services grant programs. The 2019 TRG budget of $2,772,851 is part of the 
overall 2019 Cultural Grants Budget of $12,960,010. It is a direct internal transfer from the 
Cultural Services Grants budget to the VCT Operating Budget. Council approved TRG are 
disbursed as a credit equal to the appropriate not-for-profit VCT rental rate to offset the eligible 
technical, rehearsal, or performance rental cost usage and is applied as rental revenue to the 
VCT Operating Budget. 
 
The work to develop a Creative City Strategy (CCS) was initiated in 2017 to update the 2008-
2018 Culture Plan for Vancouver. This work, which is still underway, is guided by members of 
the community through the Creative City Strategy External Advisory committee, whose 18 
committee members reflect diverse perspectives from across the arts, culture, and creative 
sectors. After extensive community consultation, early findings were presented to Council in 
May 2018, resulting in the identification of four high-level priorities: Reconciliation, Equity and 
Access, Visibility and Investment, and Capacity and Collaboration. Further work to identify goals 
and specific actions is still underway. A few quick start milestones have been achieved to date: 
the launch and allocation of Creative City Strategic Grants in 2018 to support projects in 
alignment with the early findings and grants to support 10 local community groups to host their 
own engagements on their own terms; a free Creative City Strategy Symposium on March 4, 
2019, at the Vancouver Playhouse to present and discuss the findings; and a full-time 
Indigenous Arts and Culture Planner joined Cultural Services and has been leading a 
consultation process with Musqueam, Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh First Nations to name a 
few.  
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Staff will deliver the draft CCS to Council later in 2019, with the aim to propose overall priorities 
and directions for the City’s future investments in the creative sector and to inform the many 
cultural programs the City offers, including cash grants and access to VCT through rental 
grants.  
 
 
Strategic Analysis  
 
The TRG annual public call for applications was issued in January 2019, for VCT uses for the 
2019/20 (September 1, 2019 - August 31, 2020) performing arts season. In an effort to increase 
awareness of the TRG program and other available civic cultural grant opportunities, staff 
conducted three outreach sessions at various neighbourhood venues (Roundhouse Community 
Arts and Recreation Centre, Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Classical Chinese Garden and Aboriginal 
Friendship Centre) in the fall of 2018. American Sign Language interpretation was available for 
all three sessions and Chinese translation was provided at the Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Classical 
Chinese Garden. Approximately 100 people attended, connecting them to City Cultural Planners 
and Vancouver Civic Theatre staff, their peers in the community, and to several programs that 
could support their work. Potential applicants who are deaf or live with a disability and needed 
support to complete their grant applications had the opportunity to access support to cover the 
costs of assistance from service providers. 
 
Applications were received via an online submission process from 68 organizations for 
performances during this 12-month time frame (see Appendix C). The applications were 
evaluated by a staff team from VCT and Cultural Services using the published criteria, and 
cross-checking applicants’ bookings and theatre availability. The review considers each 
proposal for its potential to reach expanded audiences, the organization’s capacity to produce 
the event as proposed, and the community impact of the presentation. Grants are being 
recommended to applicants as listed in Appendix A (September 1 - December 31, 2019) and 
Appendix B (January 1 - August 31, 2020). 
 
TRG requests and recommendations for the Vancouver Symphony Society (VSS) are being 
reviewed and recommendations will be put forward to Council in a separate report later in the 
summer. 

 
For the 2019/20 performing arts season, $2,184,870 in rental support was requested and a total 
of $1,559,210 is recommended in this report, a difference of $625,660 as outlined in Table 1.  
 
Table 1 – Summary of 2019/20 Theatre Rental Grants Requests & Recommendations 
 
2019 Theatre Rental Grant Requests (Sept. – Dec.) 797,520 
2020 Theatre Rental Grant Requests (Jan. – Aug.)  1,387,350 
TOTAL Theatre Rental Grant Requests for 2019/20 Season  2,184,870 
2019 Theatre Rental Grant Recommendations (Sept. - Dec. Appendix 1) 591,620 
2020 Theatre Rental Grant Recommendations (Jan. - Aug. Appendix 2) 967,590 
TOTAL 2019/20 Theatre Rental Grant Recommendations in this report 1,559,210  

Difference between 2019/2020 Recommendations and Requests (625,660) 
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There is growing pressure on the TRG program as a result of increasing growth in the creative 
community. Requests for grants have been increasing with efforts to increase access to the 
program and as existing groups continue to expand their level of activity. In addition, closures of 
other non-civic performing arts facilities due to renovations, such as St. Andrews Wesley 
Church, are directing groups to access the civic theatres. As a result, the TRG process is 
competitive and not all requests meet the evaluation criteria to the same degree as other 
applicants and, therefore, not every organization can be recommended for funding or to the 
level of their request. 
 
The TRG grant recommendations for the 2019/20 season at VCT feature a wide range of 
classical and contemporary performances in music, dance, theatre, and film. The works reflect 
the diversity of Vancouver’s cultural communities, which include Indigenous and LGBTQ2+ 
communities, as well as performers and artists from the traditional lands of the Inuit, and other 
cultural traditions, including South Asia, China, Brazil, Taiwan, and Latin America. In addition, 
recommendations include support for several new or long absent applicants including Urban 
Ink, Movement Dance, The Frank Theatre, Vancouver Cantonese Opera, Music in the Morning, 
Westcoast Symphony, and others. 
 
Organizations that are not recommended for funding or did not receive their full TRG request 
can request a not-for-profit rate directly from VCT and continue to rent the venue for their 
events, subject to their own financial resources. The not-for-profit rate is open to all eligible not-
for-profit cultural groups and is available to groups that did not apply to TRG program, missed 
the annual deadline, or are yet to book dates for future productions that fall within the 2019/20 
season.   
 
Financial  
 
The 2019 TRG budget is $2,772,851 and the history of budget allocations in 2019 is 
summarized in Table 2. In September 2018 (RTS No. 12719), Council approved grants in 
advance of the 2019 approved budget, totalling $1,749,055 for Spring 2019 events. Council 
approved in advance of the 2019 budget, supplemental grants totalling $31,249 for Spring 2019 
events. As of the April 26, 2019, 12 grantees have cancelled or will underuse their Spring 2019 
approved grants, allowing $79,000 for reallocation. With that, the total available for allocation is 
$1,071,380 for events from September 1 – December 31, 2019. 
 
Table 2 – Summary of 2019 Theatre Rental Grants (TRG) Allocations 
 
2019 TRG Budget  2,772,851 
2019 TRG (Jan. – Aug.) allocated May 2018 (RTS 12154) (1,749,055) 
2019 Supplemental TRG (Jan. – Aug.) one- time allocation Sept. 2018 
(RTS 12719) to align with Creative City Strategy early findings (31,249) 
2019 TRG Spring 2019 cancellations or underuses available for 
reallocation 79,000  
TOTAL FUNDING AVAILABLE FOR ALLOCATION  1,071,547 

 
Staff are therefore recommending 40 grants totalling $591,620 for September 1 - December 31, 
2019. The source of funds is the 2019 TRG budget. In the event that events are cancelled 
between the period of May - December 2019, staff will present recommendations to the GM of 
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ACCS for re-allocation towards priority, eligible uses as published in the TRG guidelines, up to a 
maximum of $200,000. 
 
This report also requests approval of grants to 53 organizations for VCT uses from January 1-
August 31, 2020, totalling $967,590 in advance of Council’s approval of the 2020 operating 
budget. The source of funds is to be the 2020 TRG budget. These grants are summarized in 
Table 3 and listed in Appendix B. Should the 2020 TRG budget remain the same as 2019 at 
$2,772,851, a balance of $1,805,261 would remain for allocation for the rest of the 2020 year. 
This balance would not include any potential re-allocations from the Approved Spring 2020 
grants due to cancellations or underuses. 
 
Table 3 – Summary of 2020 Theatre Rental Grants (TRG) projected allocations 
 
2020 TRG Budget (projected to be the same as 2019) 2,772,851 
2020 TRG Recommendations in this report (Jan. – Aug.) (967,590) 
2020 TOTAL Estimated TRG BUDGET AVAILABLE FOR ALLOCATION  
Sept. 1 - Dec. 31, 2020 1,805,261 

 
 
CONCLUSION  
 
Staff are recommending TRG allocations of $591,620 to 40 organizations to support Fall 2019 
events and $967,590 to 53 organizations for Spring 2020. Investment in these projects and 
organizations supports a diverse and thriving cultural ecology which supports the breadth of 
creativity - from Indigenous theatre, contemporary dance, Chinese opera, to classical music and 
opera. 

  
* * * * * 

  



APPENDIX A 
PAGE 1 OF 3 

 
September 1 - December 31, 2019, Theatre Rental Grants 

Organizations Recommended for Funding 
 

 Organization (Legal Name) Sept 1 - Dec 31, 2019 
TRG Requested  

Sept 1 - Dec 31, 2019 
TRG Recommendation 

1 Arts Umbrella Association 32,830 22,615 

2 Asian-Canadian Special Events 
Association 12,890 7,155 

3 Ballet B.C. (Pacific Ballet British 
Columbia Society) 134,790 120,690 

4 BC Philharmonic Society 4,315 4,315 

5 Borealis String Quartet Society 1,420 1,420 

6 Canada International Arts & Music 
Society 3,225 3,225 

7 Chor Leoni Men’s Choir 35,550 21,120 

8 DanceHouse (Seismic Shift Arts 
Society) 12,950 8,630 

9 Erato Ensemble Society 2,130 1,420 

10 Flamenco Rosario (Rosario Ancer 
Flamenco Arts Society) 6,475 4,315 

11 Friends of Chamber Music 15,080 10,765 

12 James & Jamesy Performance 
Society 15,635 4,315 

13 Karen Flamenco Dance Society 10,790 4,315 

14 Latincouver Cultural & Business 
Society 14,220 10,560 
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September 1 - December 31, 2019, Theatre Rental Grants 

Organizations Recommended for Funding 
 

 Organization (Legal Name) Sept 1 - Dec 31, 2019 
TRG Requested  

Sept 1 - Dec 31, 2019 
TRG Recommendation 

15 Movement Dance Productions 
Society 17,265 8,630 

16 Music in the Morning Concert Society 1,420 1,420 

17 Music on Main Society 1,420 1,420 

18 New Performance Works Society 4,970 2,840 

19 Palme’s Performing Arts Society 8,100 4,315 

20 Post Modern Camerata Society 7,810 1,420 

21 SAD Magazine Publishing Society 1,420 1,420 

22 Sound of Dragon Society 1,420  1,420 

23 The Standing Wave Society 1,420 1,420 

24 The Vancouver Chopin Society 6,450 3,225 

25 Turning Point Ensemble  7,155 2,840 

26 Vancouver Academy of Music 21,120 21,120 

27 Vancouver Bach Choir 60,150 39,000 

28 Vancouver Cantonese Opera Society 2,130 1,420 
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September 1 - December 31, 2019, Theatre Rental Grants 

Organizations Recommended for Funding 
 

 Organization (Legal Name) Sept 1 - Dec 31, 2019 
TRG Requested  

Sept 1 - Dec 31, 2019 
TRG Recommendation 

29 
Vancouver Cabaret Theatre 
(Sophisticated Laughter Theatrical 
Society) 

8,630 6,470 

30 Vancouver Chamber Choir 23,755 21,270 

31 Vancouver Inter-Cultural Orchestra 
Society 10,050 10,050 

32 
Vancouver International Film Festival 
(Greater Vancouver International 
Film Festival Society) 

164,815 114,760 

33 Vancouver International Writers 
Festival Society 4,315 4,315 

34 Vancouver Latin American Cultural 
Centre Society 6,475 4,315 

35 Vancouver New Music Society 4,970 4,260 

36 Vancouver Opera Association 102,570 88,470 

37 Vancouver Recital Society 20,235 13,785 

38 Vancouver Seniors' Singing Club 
Association 1,420 1,420 

39 VSO School of Music Society 4,315 4,315 

40 Yarilo Contemporary Music Society 1,420 1,420 

  Total 797,520 591,620 
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January 1 - August 31, 2020, Theatre Rental Grants 

Organizations Recommended for Funding 
 

 Organization (Legal Name) Jan 1 - Aug 31, 2020  
TRG Requested  

Jan 1 - Aug 31, 2020 
TRG 

Recommendation 

1 Arts Umbrella Association 60,115 30,205 

2 Asian-Canadian Special Events 
Association 14,820 4,260 

3 Ballet B.C. (Pacific Ballet British 
Columbia Society) 127,620 120,570 

4 BC Chinese Music Association 7,865 4,315 

5 Blueridge Chamber Music Society 5,680  1,420 

6 Borealis String Quartet Society 1,420 1,420 

7 CircusWest Performing Arts Society 9,230 1,420 

8 Coastal Jazz and Blues Society 168,090  56,880 

9 Craft Council of British Columbia 4,260 1,420 

10 DanceHouse (Seismic Shift Arts 
Society) 62,585 47,475 

11 DOXA Documentary Film Festival 
(The Documentary Media Society) 10,760  8,630 

12 Early Music Vancouver (Vancouver 
Society For Early Music) 4,315 4,315 

13 Electric Company Theatre Society 69,050 47,455 

14 Erato Ensemble Society 5,680 1,420 
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January 1 - August 31, 2020, Theatre Rental Grants 

Organizations Recommended for Funding 
 

 Organization (Legal Name) Jan 1 - Aug 31, 2020  
TRG Requested  

Jan 1 - Aug 31, 2020 
TRG 

Recommendation 

15 Flamenco Rosario (Rosario Ancer 
Flamenco Arts Society) 1,420 1,420 

16 Friends of Chamber Music 24,755 24,755 

17 Greater Vancouver Professional 
Theatre Alliance Society 4,315 4,315 

18 Hard Rubber New Music Society 1,420 1,420 

19 Indian Summer Arts Society 14,220  10,560 

20 Karen Flamenco Dance Society 9,700 6,475 

21 Latincouver Cultural & Business 
Society 4,315 4,315 

22 Music in the Morning Concert Society 4,645 3,225 

23 Music on Main Society 8,520 5,680 

24 New Orchestra Workshop Society 1,420 1,420 

25 PuSH International Performing Arts 
Festival Society 41,100  25,580 

26 Sky Theatre Group Society 7,100 2,840 

27 Sound of Dragon Society 7,810  4,260 

28 The Frank Theatre (Screaming 
Weenie Productions) 8,520 8,520 
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January 1 - August 31, 2020, Theatre Rental Grants 

Organizations Recommended for Funding 
 

 Organization (Legal Name) Jan 1 - Aug 31, 2020  
TRG Requested  

Jan 1 - Aug 31, 2020 
TRG 

Recommendation 

29 The Post Modern Camerata Society 3,550 1,420 

30 The Standing Wave Society 1,420 1,420 

31 The Vancouver Chinese Singers 
Society 4,315  4,315 

32 The Vancouver Chopin Society 12,945 8,630 

33 The Vancouver Out on Screen Film 
Festival Society 12,945  12,945 

34 Taiwanese Canadian Cultural 
Society 10,790 4,315 

35 Turning Point Ensemble  2,840 2,840 

36 Urban Ink Production Society 44,240 44,240 

37 Vancouver Academy of Music 29,600 19,040 

38 Vancouver Asian Film Festival 
Society 4,315 4,315 

39 Vancouver Bach Choir 1,420 1,420 

40 Van. Cabaret Theatre (Sophisticated 
Laughter Theatrical Soc.)  32,140 10,560 

41 Vancouver Cantata Society 2,130 1,420 

42 Vancouver Chamber Choir 23,755 21,270 



APPENDIX B 
PAGE 4 OF 5 

 
January 1 - August 31, 2020, Theatre Rental Grants 

Organizations Recommended for Funding 
 

 Organization (Legal Name) Jan 1 - Aug 31, 2020  
TRG Requested  

Jan 1 - Aug 31, 2020 
TRG 

Recommendation 

43 Vancouver Inter-Cultural Orchestra 
Society 2,840 2,840 

44 Vancouver International Burlesque 
Festival Association 8,630 8,630 

45 Vancouver International Dance 
Festival Society 26,965  21,580 

46 Vancouver New Music Society 4,260 2,840 

47 Vancouver Opera Association 329,905 291,145 

48 Vancouver Pro Musica (Pro Musica 
Society of Vancouver) 1,420  1,420 

49 Vancouver Recital Society 38,700 32,250 

50 Vancouver Seniors' Singing Club 
Association 23,505 12,945 

51 Vancouver Tap Dance Society 4,260 2,840 

52 VSO School of Music Society 17,110 8,480 

53 Westcoast Symphony Society 15,530 8,480 

  Total 1,387,350 967,590 
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January 1 - August 31, 2020, Theatre Rental Grants 

Organizations Recommended for Funding 
 

 
 
 

September 1, 2019-August 31, 2020 Theatre Rental Grants 
Organizations Not Recommended for Funding 

 

 Organization (Legal Name) Jan 1 - Aug 31, 2020  
TRG Requested  

Jan 1 - Aug 31, 2020 
TRG 

Recommendation 

1 Vancouver Comedy & Arts Society 37,070 0 
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