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Presentation Outline 
  
• Regional Planning – who we are / core services 
• Metro 2040 – principles and tools 
• Projections  

o Methodology 
o Key metrics 
o Connection to City of Vancouver 

 
 



Core Services  
• Data and monitoring 
• Policy research 
• Convene on planning issues of regional interest  
• Advocacy 
• Provide a planning resource 
• Leadership and Innovation 
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Regional Planning 

• Provide a strategic, long-range, cross-boundary, interdisciplinary lens 
• Responsible for developing, implementing and stewarding Metro 2040, the 

regional growth strategy 



A Growing Region 

2,570,000 

975,000 

1,355,000 

3,400,000 

1,300,000 

1,700,000 

2016 2040 
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Average past 30 years  
Population 36,000 per year 
Dwellings 14,300 per year 

Census 2011-2016  
Population +150,000  (30,000/ year)  
Dwellings +70,000 (14,000 / year) 

Growth in the region is not new… 
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Legislative Mandate 

“The legislation provides a framework for interactive planning that 
relies on a cooperative process, rather than hierarchy. It ensures 

that municipalities and regional districts work to prepare a 
regional growth strategy as equal partners.” 

Local Government Act 
Part 13 – Regional Growth Strategies 



Goal 1 

Goal 2 

Goal 3 

Goal 4 

Goal 5 

Create a Compact Urban Area 

Support a Sustainable Economy 

Protect the Environment and 
Respond to Climate Change  

Develop Complete Communities 

Support Sustainable Transportation 
Choices 

Regional Growth Strategy – Metro 2040 



• Put growth in the right places 
• Support the creation of complete and connected 

communities  
• Protect important lands 
• Support better mobility choices, a prosperous 

economy, and the efficient provision of urban 
infrastructure 

Regional Planning Principles 
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Urban Containment Boundary 



Target to 2040 

98% 
of growth within the 
UCB 
 
Performance 2011-
2016 

98% 

Target: Contain Growth – UCB 



  Urban Centres 
Metro Core, Surrey Centre, 7 Regional City Centres, 16 MTC 



Target to 2040 

40%  
of housing and 50% of 
employment growth to 
Urban Centres 
 
Performance 2011-
2016 

39% 
 

Target: Structure Growth – Urban Centres 



  Frequent Transit Development Areas 
Along the Frequent Transit Network 
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Target to 2041 

28%  
of housing growth along 
the Frequent Transit 
Network 
Performance  2011-2016 

25% 
Based on current FTN 

Targets: Structure Growth – FTDAs / FTN 
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Regional Land Use Designations 
General Urban 
Industrial 
Mixed Employment 
Rural 
Agricultural 
Con / Rec 
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Regional Planning - Projections 
Population, Dwelling Unit and Employment Projections for Metro Vancouver Subregions and Municipalities 

Role in preparing Metro 2040 
requires coordination, 

establishment and monitoring 
of population, housing, 

employment and land use 
projections 

These are not targets. 
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Regional and Municipal Collaboration 

• Metro 2040 and municipal Regional Context Statements 
• Assess and compare planned development capacity, 

policies and development activity 
• Review and reconcile regional and municipal growth 

assumptions and projections  



  Methods – Key Messages 
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• Projections are scenario based 
• No absolutes: are estimates given data sources, assumptions and trends 

in the model; not targets 
• Baseline assumptions: Existing policy framework holds; relatively stable 

trends and drivers related to economy, environment, technology and 
governance 
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Regional Context Statements 

Regional  
Context 

Statement 



  Historic Components of Population Growth 



Population Projection - Baseline Scenario 

2016 2050 2121 
Population 2,570,000 3,600,000 5,000,000 
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City of Vancouver – Population Growth Scenario  



  Immigration - Municipal Distribution 

0%
2%
4%
6%
8%

10%
12%
14%
16%
18%
20%
22%
24%
26%
28%
30%
32%
34%
36%
38%

Vancouver 

Surrey 

Burnaby 

Richmond 

Coquitlam 



  Inter Provincial 
Movement (2011-2016) 

• Net annual regional inflow +500  

• Relatively stable through the 
projection horizons   

 

-2.4% 

2.5% 

0.1% of total base pop 



  Intra Provincial Movement 
(2011-2016) 

• Net annual regional outflow 
-5,300  

• Increasing through the 
projection horizons  

• FVRD 37% of net the 
region’s outflow 

1.8% 
-2.9% 

-1.1% 



  Inter-Municipal Migration 

• Trends 2001 – 2016 
establish baseline reference  

• Assume this general pattern 
continues through the 
projection horizons  

• Average mobility about 1.7% 
of population per year  

Vancouver 

In from Other 
Municipalities 

Out to Other 
Municipalities 



 
Inter-municipal Migration 
By origin / destination 
 
2011 - 2016 
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  City of Vancouver 



  Metro Vancouver Housing Trends 

Total Dwelling Units 



  Baseline Dwelling Unit Projection 
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 976,000   990,400   1,007,200   1,024,000   1,042,000   1,060,000   1,078,000   1,096,000   1,114,000   1,130,800   1,146,400   1,163,200   1,178,800   1,194,400   1,208,800   1,224,400   1,238,800   1,253,200   1,267,600   1,280,800   1,295,200   1,308,400   1,321,600   1,333,600   1,346,800   1,358,800   1,370,800   1,381,600   1,393,600   1,404,400   1,415,200   1,426,000   1,438,000   1,448,800   1,459,600  

 976,000   988,000   1,002,000   1,016,000   1,031,000   1,046,000   1,061,000   1,076,000   1,091,000   1,105,000   1,118,000   1,132,000   1,145,000   1,158,000   1,170,000   1,183,000   1,195,000   1,207,000   1,219,000   1,230,000   1,242,000   1,253,000   1,264,000   1,274,000   1,285,000   1,295,000   1,305,000   1,314,000   1,324,000   1,333,000   1,342,000   1,351,000   1,361,000   1,370,000   1,379,000  

 976,000   985,600   996,800   1,008,000   1,020,000   1,032,000   1,044,000   1,056,000   1,068,000   1,079,200   1,089,600   1,100,800   1,111,200   1,121,600   1,131,200   1,141,600   1,151,200   1,160,800   1,170,400   1,179,200   1,188,800   1,197,600   1,206,400   1,214,400   1,223,200   1,231,200   1,239,200   1,246,400   1,254,400   1,261,600   1,268,800   1,276,000   1,284,000   1,291,200   1,298,400  

 800,000
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2016 2031 2050 
Dwellings 975,000 1,200,000 1,400,000 



  Projected Housing Stock Components 
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• Baseline Scenario 
• Metro Vancouver’s net 

housing unit density within 
the designated urban areas 

• 2016 – 25 units per hectare 
• 2050 – 35 units per hectare 
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  Residential Density 
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Regional Planning 2019 Projects 

• Long Range Growth Scenarios 
• Metro 2040 Policy Reviews – in preparation for update to the Regional 

Growth Strategy 
• Regional Industrial Lands Strategy 
• Transit Oriented Affordable Housing Study (Phase II Complete) 
• Regional Parking Study (Complete) 
• Food Flow – Agri-Distribution Study 
• Equity in Growth Management 
• Growth Modelling and Projections – 30 Year Financial Plan 
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In Closing 

• Most recent RCS adopted in 2013 
• Population for Vancouver projected to 2040 = 765,000 

(trending higher) 
• Look forward to working collaboratively to update the RCS; 

significant opportunity to better align 
 
 
 



Thank you 
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