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How might young people 
stay and thrive in 
Vancouver?
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179,310 post-secondary 
students in BC

Average student debt in 
BC is $30,586

2 out of 3 students in 
BC work part-time

$1380 average rent for a 
bachelor suite in Greater Vancouver 

65% of SFU students are 
depressed because they feel 
overwhelmed by all they do 

2018



Digital
Infrastructure Housing Food Arts & CultureLeisure

Themes

Jobs

Child Care 

Decolonization Sustainability Transportation

Infrastructure



ZONED OUTZONED OUT
A guide to housing for students, by students



The Team
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Tracey Mason Innes, 
Director, SFU Res and 

Housing

Jasdeep Gill, SFSS VP 
External Relations, 

Advocacy Lead

Max Holmes, VP 
Academic of UBC AMS

Jeanne Sedun, Lead,
Provincial Student 
Housing Strategy 
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Commission
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VAHA Director and CEO
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REPURPOSED, REZONED, AND 
PURPOSE BUILT BUILDINGS

DIVERSE UNITS TO MEET RANGE 
OF STUDENTS

SHARED LIVING AND KITCHEN 
SPACE

NON MARKET RENTAL PRICES

MIXED INCOME RESIDENTS

PRIVATE, QUIET SPACE FOR 
MINDFULNESS

RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

GREEN SPACE THAT 
ENCOURAGE LIFE BALANCE

CULTURAL AMENITIES THAT 
UNIFY STUDENTS AND 
COMMUNITIES



Questions and Feedback



STUDENT NETWORK



THE USER



60% of Canadians now 

eat out once a week.



SINGAPORE

Only 22% of 
residents prepare
food at home



VANCOUVER FOOD STRATEGY

Backyard chickens

Community gardens 

Urban agriculture

Beekeeping



LEADING THOUGHT



How might we create 
a diverse food landscape 
with a range 
of price points?

LEADING THOUGHT
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HOW IT WORKS

Establishment uses branded decal and sticker to identify 
their participation

Establishment creates a $5 meal for students

A food establishment partners with the Student Food Network

Students gain access to a digital map directing  them to 
participating food establishments 

Students benefit from affordable meals and food 
establishments benefit from exposure to a student market 
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Pablo Vimos 

Stephanie Yu

Sarah Carten Julie LeBlanc Hunter Moyes



NEXT STEPS

Stewardship Initiation The Tiffin Project



FEEDBACK AND QUESTIONS



THE NIGHT IS YOUNG 
. . . a toolkit that shapes arts and 
culture events with a youth 
perspective



Hailey

THE TEAM

Cori Laura Elliott



How might we use art as a 
catalyst to disrupt the 
existing nighttime culture?

“
”
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Jared Korb

Vancouver Design 
Nerds

Stacey Forrester

Co-Founder of 
Good Night Out 

Vancouver

STAKEHOLDERS

Adrian Sinclair

Transformation 
Projects and 

Vancouver Mural 
Festival

Cara Fisher

Film and Special 
Events Planner at 

the City of 
Vancouver

Nick Collinet

Founder & 
Organizer 

of Public Disco & 
Groundwerk

Am Johal

Director of 
Community 

Engagement 

William Dunn

VIVA 
Vancouver

Selina Bull

Stewardship 
Coordinator of 
City Activities, 

City of 
Vancouver





FEEDBACK + 
COMMENTS



Creating urban hygge.



Who Are We?

Itse
Darielle
Cheryl
Emily



The User
In Vancouver, 38% of young people 
experience loneliness if they are earning 
under $20,000 per year. 

Seasonal affective disorder affects 
many young people in the city.

Vancouver experiences over 161 
days of rain per year.



What would Vancouver look like with free, 
cozy spaces for youth?



“Through Places for People 
Downtown, we will create a strategy 
to shape and deliver vibrant public 
spaces downtown”

“Viva Vancouver is a program that 
transforms road spaces into vibrant 
people spaces.”



Prototype: Cozy Toolkit on Wheels

+ + +



Cozy Crate Guidelines



Cozy Crate Guidelines
1. 
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1. 
Acknowledgement as to where 

you are.

2. 
Friendly faces around you.

3. 
Cozy Vibes.

4. 
An Open Mind.

Cozy Crate Guidelines

5. 
Gratitude.

Cozy Crate Guidelines



Prototype
1. Replicable
2. Scalable
3. Community Agency



Stakeholders



walkway /AM / sunny



walkway // AM // sunny



PLAZA / PM / RAINY



plaza // PM // rainy



Fits in the back of a 
Honda Civic



The longer you can stay 
in one place, the more 
likely you will stay in 
Vancouver.



Thank you for listening 

Questions & Feedback



Keeping Vancouver Connected



91



“Young Canadians spend 
approximately 5 hours per 
day on the internet” 

Media Technology Monitor, 2017



Infrastructure & 
Assets

Economy

Organizational 
Digital Maturity

Engagement & 
Access

Digital 
Strategy 

CITY OF VANCOUVER’S DIGITAL 
STRATEGY



LEADING THOUGHT

“How might the City of 
Vancouver support young 
people in staying 
connected to digital 
infrastructure?” 



6 hours2 hours 5 hours 1 hour No Battery



PROCESS



OUR PROTOTYPE

● Partnered with Cozy 
Crate

● Over 100 people 
came to engage with 
us

● 40 people charged 
their phones 
○ 15-30 minutes



OUR PROTOTYPE

● Common topics: 
○ Staying connected
○ Safety
○ Tourists
○ Convenience
○ Renewable energy resource



Tania 
Dokter

Tom 
Meighan

Selina 
Bull

Mark 
Rabin

Stewardship 
Coordinator 

Street 
Activities, 

City of 
Vancouver 

Digital 
Strategist,

City of 
Vancouver 

CEO,
Portable 
Electric 

Associate 
Director,

Vancouver Art 
Gallery 

STAKEHOLDERS

Tadhg 
Healy

Director of 
Digital 

Strategy,
City of 

Vancouver 

Lihwen 
Hsu

Public 
Engagement 

Program 
Coordinator,

City of 
Vancouver



INSPIRATION



VISION
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NEXT STEPS



THANK YOU

Comments & Feedback



How might young people 
stay and thrive in 
Vancouver?



She can graduate 
without debt

living wage 

Her rent is only 30% of her income

She feels hopeful for her 
future

2030



A Student Manifesto



As young people in Vancouver, 
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