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Heather Lands Site 



Background 

↘ 8.5 hectare (21 acre) site 
 
↘ Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh 

Nations peoples resided on these lands for 
thousands of years. In the early 1900’s the 
Heather Lands were cleared for logging and 
settlement.  

 
↘ Currently zoned CD-1 (52A) and CD-1 (80) 

which permits primarily office, institutional 
and uses required by the RCMP. 

 
↘ Riley Park South Cambie (RPSC) Vision (2005) 

supported institutional, cultural and 
recreational uses on the site, retention of the 
Fairmont Academy, and buildings up to four-
storeys. 

 
↘ At the request of the landowners, Council 

approved planning program in July 2016 to 
consider heights beyond the RPSC Vision and 
guide potential redevelopment of the site. 



Surrounding Context 
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Council Policy Framework 



Cambie Corridor Plan (2018) 
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Reconciliation Framework (2014) 

Youth Idea Generation Workshop  -  Artist Rendering 



Planning Process 



Creating a Site Plan 



Preferred Concept – “Connections” 
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Preferred Concept 

↘ Plan includes 2,292,000 sqft (2.5 FSR) 
 

↘ Parks & Open space 
↘ Approx. four-acres of open space (min 

two-acres park) 
 

↘ Housing Opportunities 
↘ Approx. 2,300 units 
↘ At least 20% social housing (~530 units) 
↘ Target of 20% ‘Attainable Home 

Ownership’ (~530 units) 
 
↘ Neighbourhood Heart 

↘ Local-serving commercial 
↘ Cultural Centre 
↘ Childcare Centre (69-space facility) 

 
↘ Potential elementary school site 
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Heather Lands: Fairmont Building 

Heritage ‘A’ Building 
 
• MST propose to replace with a 

cultural centre 
 
Staff recommendation: 
 
• As a measure of reconciliation, the 

City support the Nation’s by 
pursuing a retention option which 
relocates the building off-site. 
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Council Policy 
‘Category A’ building (primary significance) listed on 
the Vancouver Heritage Register as an outstanding 
example of Tudor Revival architecture by renowned 
architect, Samuel McClure.  

Fairmont Academy (1912) 
 

Landowner Request  
MST and CLC requested removal of the Fairmont 
building because of its long-term association with the 
RCMP and their role in enforcing the Indian Act and 
discriminatory laws. 



Fairmont Dialogue Session 

Fairmont Dialogue Session -  Graphic Recording 



Fairmont Building Strategy 

↘ As a measure of reconciliation,  the 
City supports the Nation’s by 
pursuing an option to relocate the 
building off-site 
 

↘ Staff will report back to Council 
with: 
↘ feasibility study, including costs 
↘ evaluation of potential sites 
↘ potential contribution for relocation 

 
↘ If a receiver site cannot be identified 

within the allowed timeframe, then 
the building will be demolished 
 

↘ Heather Lands will incorporate 
opportunities for storytelling & 
interpretation 
 



Community Engagement 
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Community Engagement 

67% of respondents like the proposed cultural 
centre 

47% of respondents like the proposal to remove 
the Fairmont building, 10% think it needs 

improvement, 24% don’t like it, and 20% don’t 
know 

OVERALL, WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE PROPOSED 
CONCEPT AND POLICIES 

Overall, responses to this question were positive with 62% 
of respondents indicating that they like the proposed 

concept and policies 
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Heather Lands Policy Statement 



Chapter 3 Reconciliation 

↘ Reconciliation 
↘ Welcoming and Inclusive 
↘ Storytelling and Placemaking 
↘ Cultural Centre 

 



Proposed Public Benefits 

20% of the units will be provided for social housing, half of which 
Will be designed for families with children. 



Conclusion 
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