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Birds in Vancouver %&%UVER

Resident Birds Migratory Birds Over-wintering Birds
live in the area year-round live in the area in the summer live in the area in the winter
~ e.g. Steller’s Jay e.g. Wilson’s Warbler e.g. Barrow’s Goldeneye
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Important Bird Areas
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Context for a Bird Strategy %&%UVER

Greenest City Action Plan Goal 6: Access to Nature

« Park Board Strategic Plan

* Biodiversity Strategy

* Urban Forest Strategy

* Vancouver Food Strategy

* Healthy City for All Action Plan

* Environmental Education and Stewardship Action Plan

* Green Operations Environmental Framework



Precedents S o

VANCOUVER

* Chicago’s Bird Agenda - 2006 Gy orforoni

Green Development Standard

« City of Chicago - A Habitat Guide for
Chicago Land Owners - 2006

. City of Chicago - Bird-Safe Building
Design Guide - 2006 GUIDELINES

+Ciy of Toronto Bird-Friendly Y

Development Guidelines - 2007

« Portland Oregon’s Bird Agenda - 2011

CHICAGO'S 2006
W

« City of Calgary - Bird-Friendly Urban
Design Guidelines - 2011

« City of Portland - Resource Guide for
Bird-friendly Building Design - 2012




Becoming a Bird Friendly City %&%UVER

2011 - Park Board motion for City
to recognize World Migratory Bird
Day.

2011 and 2012 - The Mayor
proclaimed World Migratory Bird
Day and partners planned
events.

May 2013 - City Council and the P
Park Board directed staff to 49 Vancouver®

develop a Bird Strategy. BIRD
2013 and 2014 - Bird Week W k a\
proclaimed by the Mayor with ,r cC

more partners for a week-long

series of events. 20 14

rnay 3-10
2014 - First City Bird competition.




Bird Committee and Partners %&%UVER

* Bird Studies Canada Vancouver Bird Advisory Committee

Bird Studies Canada # Environment Canada & Nature Vancouwer

* Environment Canada

- Nature Vancouver QR [t vt Founision o U Gonen iy o Foge
° Pacific Wlldllfe Foundation ” Vancouver School Board  » Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation
« Stanley Park Ecology Society

« Tourism Vancouver

« UBC Greenest City Scholar Program

« Vancouver Artist Studio Residencies in Parks

« Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation

* Vancouver - Corporate Communications

* Vancouver - Facilities Planning and Development

* Vancouver - Planning and Development Services

* Vancouver Public Library

* Vancouver School Board

* Vancouver - Sustainability Group




Bird Week and City Bird 2015 %&%UVER

City of Vancouver's
CITY BIRD 2015
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Vote for y'uur faworite Vancouver City Bird
/;' Mark your chaice by checking one of the circle
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@ Varied Thrush
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dthevariedthrush

@ Pacific Wren
’\ Troglodytes pacificus
Dpacificwran
B Pileated Woodpeck
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st o 2014 1o select a City Bird for 2015. The winner was the

@ Northern Flicker | Black-capped Chickadee with over 75,000 votes more

ollellelelele®

Colaptes awratus
ipnor hernllick

than the second place Varied Theush. This can-do bird
loves to explore and is always the first to find a feeder in
the area. It a social, popular bisd who lives in the forest
and in our neighbourhoods, hides food to eat later, and

l has a well-known whistled song.
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> CITY OF
VANCOUVER

GOAL FOR A =
BIRD FRIENDLY CITY v

In keeping with the Greenest City
Action Plan, create the conditions

for native birds to thrive in the 2
City of Vancouver. '




Objectives %YC%UVER

SUPPORT HABITAT:

Protect, enhance and create habitats for a
diversity of native birds.

REDUCE THREATS:
Reduce threats to birds in the
urban environment.

ENHANCE ACCESS:

Enhance access to nature for Vancouver
residents and visitors to the city.

ENHANCE AWARENESS:

Increase awareness of the importance of birds
and their needs.

GROW BIRD RELATED TOURISM:

Encourage birding tourism and economic
development opportunities related to birding.
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Challenges %‘&%UVER

1 / Habitat loss has caused a

habitat loss 35% decline

due to in characteristic bird

urbanization species in the Pacific In Canada, an estimated
Coast region of Canada 16-42

since 1970. million birds
2 / collide with glass on

: ) buildings every year.
invasive

species
3/
predation and
disturbance by
domestic pets

4/ e Al 1V ¢ itis estimated that
building B s ' o
collisions ! ' X 100 350
! s million birds
direct human e L ™S8 dic every year in Canada

disturbance - due to predation by feral
| .~ and house cats.



Opportunities and Action Areas %&%uvm

Vancouver

Bird Strategy

action areas landscape
design
guidelines

key opportunities
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1. Landscape Design Guidelines %‘&%UVER

* Adopt and promote
voluntary Bird Friendly
Landscape Design
Guidelines for
development industry
and landowners.

a. Parks and Public Gardens
b. Residential Gardens

c. Green Streets

d. Green Roofs and Walls

e. Community Gardens

f. Golf Courses

g. School Grounds

h. Cemeteries



1. Landscape Design Guidelines %&%UVER

* Apply and integrate Bird
Friendly Landscape
Operational Guidelines into
public land operations and
maintenance.

e Develop and promote
voluntary Bird Friendly
Residential Landscape
Guidelines and other
resources for homeowners
and renters.

* Apply the Bird Friendly
Landscape Design Guidelines
and Bird Friendly Landscape
Operational Guidelines to
civic properties.

City of Vancouver
Bird Friendly Landscape
Operational Guidelines

What you need to know about...

:
&rm | Q GREENEST
VANCOUVER CITY X030




2. Building Design Guidelines Sy or

VANCOUVER

* Apply and promote voluntary Bird
Friendly Building Design Guidelines for
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homeowners. f".'”"{'_ ) q."'” [ GaR RO |

* Initiate pilot projects on civic facilities
and integrate into new City-owned
developments.

» Explore solutions to light pollution on
birds and reduce light pollution on City-
owned buildings and infrastructure.

Portion of dead birds recovered in Toronto by FLAP
dunng the fall 2002 migration. Photo: Mark Thiessen,
National Geographic Society, from “Birds of Toronto.”




1. and 2. Explanatory Note (Excerpts) o

VANCOUVER

2. BENEFITS OF BIRDS IN THE CITY

9 LANDSCAPE DESIGMN GURDELINES

Birds contribwie o husnans bealeh, quabry of Ufe and bessfi the
ecoramy, both directly und indirectly. Bleds perfcen imporans
ecoaynem servion; Lhey dsparie seedi, csnmime vast namben of
tmsecty, reduce the trarmmdssion of dissase, snd provide pest conoml
and polliraren srdon for sgriounars gad foresery Bleds are
ko e oful and scvesaible Forma of matuee chat bring the Sy o
[fe with thew songn and Aight Bud wirching b oas of the funen
lelsure actvitke | Meort mmﬂh—:ﬂﬂi
Eilliop of doflam s wurim and eecresgon indureien Ascording
e § 200 srudy, more than | § milbon Cansdisns partici pased
in & smalat-day bird wueching acowiry within the past nes yeom.’
The Vamcouver sevs s mecogrized mmrnsdorally m o yrar-round
burtspet for binds and o deslruhle destirarion for bird weschen,
emilang comtderation of bied frendly desm o priosry th bas
economic, social, and evironmental benefits wwe move creds

chie ol of becomiag the greenesc dry by 2000,

3. GUIDELINES OBJECTIVES

The Ferd Frivadly Dyvatyn Gl imes, |f property applied, chould
et thee Following objectves outlined Lo the Fanosmr

Berd Lrraapy.

Support HabRat:
Protect enhance and create habitaty
fot a divenicy of native bink.

Reduce Threals:
Reduce thrests i birds o the
ueban emAmmment.

Enhance Acceis:
Enlunce acces o matuse: for
Vincouver sesidents and it
w the city

Enhancs Awaroness:
Imcrense pwarenein of the
imporeance of birch uad their needs,

L Viewalizatiens of Hird Friendly labiat in Vancosver,
CALLISTER PARK - Now and Potential

Landscape mipraenmesty in pafks <an B
hatatat vabne and enhanee scorew o natue.

Penpis Cve desply sbous by,

In the U 5. in 2010
bird watchers spent
$15 billion

of trip expendituies.

B Frisndty Canign Gudslies Lspirmion Note 2

we wre ou bt ey 8 U -

e e e et sl shagy L2
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1. and 2. Design Guidelines Industry Consultation Mo

VANCOUVER

* Architecture Institute of BC

 BC Society of Landscape
Architects

* Building Operators and
Managers Association

« Planning Institute of BC
* Urban Development Institute




3. Research and Monitoring %‘&%wm

« Establish a bird research and
monitoring advisory group to compile
and standardize bird data collection
and reporting protocols.

» Explore opportunities for a citywide
research and monitoring program and
investigate other important research
topics on urban bird populations.

 Evaluate City-owned bUIIdlngS for bird Monitoring by the Canadian Wildlife

collisions to assess the extent of the Service and thousands of volunteers has
problem. found clear trends in bird populations

in Canada. Barn Swallows, previously a

_ _ common bird in Canada, have declined by
 Monitor and assess the effectiveness  yar 70% across the country and by over

of the Bird Friendly Design 90% in our Pacific Coast region since the
Guidelines. early 1970s.
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4. Arts, Awareness and Education %&%UVER

Increase awareness through Bird Week
and other events.

* Develop a communication strategy to
support the Vancouver Bird Strategy
Objectives.

* Develop educational programs and about
bird conservation.

* Develop a private property residential bird
habitat program and educational materials.

* Engage artists and the creative community
in discussing and increasing awareness of
birds.

¢ Continue the annual City Bird competition.
* Co-ordinate with the BCSPCA to increase

awareness about the impact of domestic
pets on birds.




5. Economic Development and Tourism

-'CITY OF
VANCOUVER

Seek opportunities to host large
bird conferences in Vancouver.

Establish a comprehensive
resource inventory for Vancouver's
birding products and experiences.

Develop Vancouver-specific birding
resources geared towards tourism.

Increase awareness of and build
content about birding for
Vancouver as a destination for the
emerging birding market.

Work with tour operators to expand
and increase awareness of birding
offerings for visitors and encourage
longer tourist visits to Vancouver.

birding hot spots
In Vancouver




Tracking Progress Moving Forward Sy or

VANCOUVER

Voluntary Guidelines:
* How successful were the design guidelines?
« What barriers or challenges were found?
* What could make them more effective?

Bird Collision Monitoring Initiatives:
« How will monitoring happen across the city?

Educational Initiatives:
« Did awareness increase?
« Are more people participating in bird related activities?

Economic Development:
« Are we attracting more bird related conferences?
« Are more birding tourists are coming to Vancouver?

21



Conclusion %TE%UVER




Recommendations %&%UVER

A. That Council adopt the Vancouver Bird Strategy (Attachment A);

B. That the draft Bird Friendly Design Guidelines (Attachment A’s
Appendix B and Attachment B) be applied on a voluntary basis to
encourage bird friendly design of landscapes and buildings in
Vancouver,

C. That the Bird Friendly Landscape Operational Guidelines
(Attachment C) be used to ensure bird friendly management
practices in parks and other public open spaces; and,

D. That staff review the effectiveness of the guidelines and report
back to Council within two years with any revisions that may be
required to better achieve the goals of the Strategy.
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