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Council Motion – May 21, 2009

• THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City of Vancouver 
endorses the principles of:

• Open and Accessible Data – the City of Vancouver will freely 
share with citizens, businesses and other jurisdictions the 
greatest amount of data possible while respecting privacy and 
security concerns; 

• Open Standards - the City of Vancouver will move as quickly as 
possible to adopt prevailing open standards for data, documents,
maps, and other formats of media; 

• Open Source Software – the City of Vancouver, when replacing 
existing software or considering new applications, will place open 
source software on an equal footing with commercial systems 
during procurement cycles. 



Open Data
Results



Work to Date

• Launched pilot open data website September 2009

• Starting point: 75 datasets of information which was 
already in the public domain but not in open formats and 
not available for ready download

• Today: 126 datasets are available
• Engineering assets 
• Parks and community information
• School boundaries
• Property zoning districts and labels
• Traffic counts & signals
• Rapid Transit
• Bikeways
• Voting boundaries & election results
• Garbage & recycling schedules
• Business licences



Vancouver’s Open Data Catalogue Ongoing input 
from citizens re: 
what data they 
want to see

Users can sign up 
for automatic 
updates

Connection to 
the wider 
open data 
community

Tools to assist in 
using the data 
correctly

Vancouver is 
partnering with 
other cities on 
common themes 
and projects 
around open data



Current Usage

• 45,000 individual dataset downloads

• 206,136 visits with an average of 425 per day

• Favourite data downloads: 
• property information
• geospatial data (e.g., cadastral, contours,…)
• infrastructure (e.g., water, sewers, lighting,…)
• local area boundaries
• garbage collection
• rapid transit



How Open Data is being used today…

Commercial Applications

Academic Research



Social Networking

Community 
Engagement

How Open Data is being used today…



How Open Data is being used today…

On-line Games



Business Licence Data
Shortly after COV uploaded business licence data, 
the community plotted it onto a Google map



Business Licence Data – detailed view



Coming
March 2011!



Most Requested New Datasets

• Crime statistics
• 311 data
• Council Information
• Sustainability information
• 2011 Municipal Election - voting results in open format
• Permits
• Cemetery Records
• Vancouver Public Library – circulation data
• Upcoming City projects
• Awarded City contracts
• More Community Center Data
• More Parks information



Planned New Datasets for 2011-2012

• Crime statistics

• 311 data

• Council Information

• Sustainability information

• 2011 Municipal Election voting results

• Parks information: e.g., Street Trees, Field 
Closures, Parks Listing, Public Park Art, Projects, …



Open Data
Evolution



Open Data Trends & Expectations

• Simple tools - to access, use and display data

• Participation of others

• Common store-front and terms of use

• Shared experiences and results

• Open data principles are integral to our business



City and Community Benefits

• Transforms engagement, collaboration, 
innovation  and empowerment

• Builds trust between community & government

• Enhances return on investments in data

• Economic development opportunities

• Assists with transformation and value for money 
in public sector
• e.g., citizen self service



The Challenges

• Privacy

• Cost

• Time

• Misinterpretation 

• Strategic risk vs. accessibility

• Fear 



The Vision

A user-friendly, multi-agency 
store-front to access and publish data



The Vision

Government transparency & business intelligence, 
new applications, community awareness & engagement, etc.



Where next?  2011 and beyond 

City is well positioned to continue its leadership 
role in open data

• Publish more data to meet demand

• Engage the community

• Provide a common platform & tools for better access

• Collaborate with other cities and levels of government

• Build a new licensing agreement

• Integrate ‘openness’ into everyday business



Open Standards 
& Open Source



Status of Open Source Software

• Aligned software acquisition process with ‘open’ criteria
• updated procurement documents
• changed terms and conditions

• Open source software will be evaluated fairly alongside 
proprietary software 

• overall fit with business requirements
• total cost of ownership of each solution



Status of Open Standards

• IT industry and products are increasingly ‘open’

• City is building open principles into IT processes
• Systems development 
• Tools and utilities
• Stated preference for ‘open standards’



Questions


