
 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 

 
 Report Date: February 26, 2010 
 Contact: David Parkin 
 Contact No.: 604.873.7328 
 RTS No.: 08591 
 VanRIMS No.: 08-2000-20 
 Meeting Date: April 6, 2010 
 
TO: Vancouver City Council 

FROM: The General Manager of Engineering Services in Consultation with the 
Director of Real Estate Services 

SUBJECT: Closure and Sale of a Portion of Road Adjacent to 1300 – 1336 Granville 
Street 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
A. THAT Council close, stop-up and convey to the owner of Lot A Block 113 District 

Lot 541 Group 1 New Westminster District Plan 9441 (“Lot A”), and Lot 1 and 2 
Block 113 District Lot 541 Group 1 New Westminster District Plan 210 (“Lot’s 1 
&  2”), (collectively the “Abutting Lands”); that portion of Rolston Crescent 
(the “Old Road Portion”) the same as generally shown in heavy bold outline on 
the plan attached as Appendix “B”, subject to the following condition:   

 
• The owner of the Abutting Lands (the ”Owner”) to subdivide the Old 

Road Portion with Lot A and Lot’s 1 & 2 to form two parcels and road as 
shown within heavy bold outline on the plan attached as Appendix “C”, 
to the satisfaction of the General Manager of Engineering Services, the 
Director of Legal Services and the Approving Officer. 

 
B. THAT Recommendation A be subject to the additional conditions  

(the”Additional Conditions”) described in Appendix “A”. 
 

C. THAT any agreements are to be to the satisfaction of the Director of Legal 
Services. 

 
D. THAT the Director of Legal Services or the Director of Real Estate Services, as 

applicable, be authorized to execute all plans, transfers, and documents as 
required. 

 
E. THAT no legal right or obligation shall be created and none shall arise hereafter 

until the documents are executed by the parties thereto. 
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F. THAT the total sale proceeds of $676,000.00 be credited to the Property 

Endowment Fund.  
 
 
THE GENERAL MANAGER’S COMMENTS 

The General Manager of Engineering Services recommends approval of the foregoing. 
 

COUNCIL POLICY 

The authority for closing and disposing of streets and lanes is set out in the Vancouver 
Charter. 
 
PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to seek Council authority to close, stop-up and convey to the 
owner of the Abutting Lands the Old Road Portion, subject to the additional conditions noted 
in Appendix “A”. 
 
BACKGROUND 

The site is located on the east side of the 1300 block of Granville Street, between Drake 
Street and the Granville Bridgehead.  City Council approved the Comprehensive Development 
District (CD-1) Rezoning at the September 16, 2009 Public Hearing meeting for this site.  The 
development of this site is under Development Application Number DE413061 and consists of 
the rehabilitation of the existing Heritage ‘B’ building (the “Yale Hotel”) and the 
development of a twenty-two (22) storey building containing commercial and residential 
units. Council’s approval of the closure and sale of the Old Road Portion, as described in this 
report, must be obtained before enactment of the rezoning bylaw and issuance of the 
Development Permit. 
 
The proposed development anticipates the future removal of the Granville Bridge loops and 
the development of a conventional grid based street network at grade level in the two-block 
area bounded by Drake, Howe, Pacific and Seymour Streets as described in the 2002 
Downtown Transportation Plan.  Engineering Services has determined that the future 
conventional street network will have sufficient vehicle capacity and will also provide better 
pedestrian links to the development parcels within this area and to Granville Street.  The 
closure and sale of the Old Road Portion to Owner and the subsequent dedication of road is an 
integral part of the transition to the future conventional street network proposed for the 
Granville Bridge loops area. 
 
Engineering Services has conducted a review and found that the closure and sale of the Old 
Road Portion can be supported subject to the Recommendations and Additional Conditions 
noted in this report. 
 
DISCUSSION 

The approximately 44.3 square metre Old Road Portion, as generally shown in heavy bold 
outline on the plan attached as Appendix “B”, is to be closed, stopped-up and conveyed in fee 
simple to the Owner and subdivided concurrently with the Abutting Lands to create two 
parcels and road as generally shown within heavy bold outline on the plan attached as 
Appendix “C”. The conveyance of the Old Road Portion, subdivision and dedication of road 
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reflects a net loss in road area for the City of approximately 10.2 square metres (110 square 
feet).  The Director of Real Estate and the Owner have entered into a Sale Contract to 
complete the aforementioned land sale. 
 
The registration of a surface Statutory Right of Way for road purposes, in favour of the City, 
over a portion of proposed Lot B is required to facilitate the future conventional street 
network as generally shown in heavy bold outline on the plan attached as Appendix “D”.  A 
temporary surface Statutory Right of Way is also required to accommodate the current 
alignment of Rolston Street and lane that will be released upon the completion of the future 
conventional streets adjacent to the development and is generally shown in heavy bold 
outline on the plan attached as Appendix “E”. 
 
The Yale Hotel, to be preserved, occupies a portion of the road dedication sought along 
Rolston Crescent and therefore condition #5 of Appendix “A” to this report describes the 
requirement for an Option to Purchase agreement over the east 0.900 metres of the site now 
occupied by the building as generally shown in heavy bold outline on the plan attached as 
Appendix “F”. 
 
The Owner has made an application to subdivide in accordance with the proposed subdivision 
plan attached as Appendix “C” and Council approval is necessary to close, stop-up and convey 
this portion of Rolston Crescent before the subdivision plan can be registered in the Land Title 
Office. 
 
The Director of Real Estate Services has negotiated the sale of the Old Road Portion for a total 
sum of $676,000.00 plus applicable taxes.  The Director of Real Estate Services advises that 
the sale price of $676,000.00 represents fair market value for the Old Road Portion. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The total sale proceeds of $676,000.00 will be credited to the Property Endowment Fund.  
 
CONCLUSION 

The General Manager of Engineering Services in consultation with the Director of Real Estate 
Services and the Director of Legal Services recommends approval of Recommendations A to E. 
 

* * * * * 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
APPENDIX ‘A’ 

 
ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS 

 
1. The Owner to be responsible for all necessary plans, documents and Land Title Office 

fees; 
 
2. The provision by the Owner of all required legal survey plans related to this land sale, 

prepared by a British Columbia Land Surveyor, to a standard suitable for registration in 
the Land Title Office, to the satisfaction of the General Manager of Engineering 
Services, the Director of Legal Services and the Approving Officer; 

 
3. The registration of a 0.250 metre wide surface Statutory Right of Way in favour of the 

City for road purposes on the title to proposed Lot B over the approximately 9.4 
square metre area generally shown within the heavy bold outline on plan attached as 
Appendix “D“, to the satisfaction of the General Manager of Engineering and the 
Director of Legal Services; 

 
4. The registration of a interim Statutory Right of Way in favour of the City for road 

purposes on the title to proposed Lot B over the approximately 5.2 square metre area 
generally shown within the heavy bold outline on plan attached as Appendix “E“, to 
the satisfaction of the General Manager of Engineering and the Director of Legal 
Services; 

 
5. The registration of an irrevocable option to purchase in favour of the City on the title 

of proposed Lot A over the approximately 13.7 square metre area generally shown 
within the heavy bold outline on plan attached as Appendix “F”, to the satisfaction of 
the General Manager of Engineering and the Director of Legal Services; 

 
6. The registration in the Land Title Office of a Bridge Proximity Agreement for any 

future development in form and substance satisfactory to the Director of Legal 
Services and the General Manager of Engineering Services; 
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