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TO: Vancouver City Council 

FROM: City Librarian, Vancouver Public Library 

SUBJECT: Legislative Review of the Library Act 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

A. THAT Council endorse the Vancouver Public Library Board’s submission to the 
Minister of Education on the legislative review of the Library Act; 

 
B. THAT Council inform the Minister of Education of its support of the Library Board’s 

submission. 

CITY MANAGER'S COMMENTS 

The City Manager supports these recommendations. 
 

COUNCIL POLICY 

Not applicable. 

SUMMARY 

As well as supporting the key principles of free access to public library service and citizen 
governance currently in the Library Act, the Library Board submission identifies specific 
changes to the Act for the consideration of the Minister of Education (submission attached). 
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PURPOSE 

To insure that the Library Act supports the public library in effectively serving the 
community, both for direct public service and internal operations. 

BACKGROUND 

In November 2008 the Minister of Education announced the commencement of a legislative 
review of the Library Act.   
 
At its January 28, 2009 meeting, the Library Board approved the following motions: 
 

A. THAT the VPL Board approve the submission to the Minister of Education on the 
legislative review of the Library Act and; 

 
B. THAT the Library Act submission be forwarded to City Council with a request that 

Council endorse the submission and notify the Minister of Education of its support, 
and;  

 
C. THAT the Library Act submission be forwarded to the Vancouver Board of Education 

and the Vancouver Park Board with the request that the Boards inform the Minister of 
Education of their support for the Library Board’s recommendation on trustee term as 
it applies to appointees from these Boards. 

 
This is the first comprehensive review of the Act since 1994. It is anticipated that the review 
will take a number of months and may result in public hearings. 
 
Along with the Library Board submission to the Minister, the relevant sections of the Library 
Act for municipal libraries and Regulations to the Act are attached for Councillor 
consideration and information. 

DISCUSSION 

The Library Board is firmly committed to the principles of free access to public library 
services and citizen governance. The Board believes it is important to emphasise these beliefs 
in its submission to the Minister. 
 
The proposal to amend the language on trustee term addresses the situation in Vancouver 
where it has been long-standing practice for Council to appoint representatives from the 
School and Park Boards to the Library Board. The current language in the Act requires that 
these representatives be appointed to two-year terms on the Library Board. This may result in 
the situation where these appointees are still members of the Library Board when they are no 
longer sit on their “home” Board. The Library Board is recommending that the Act permit the 
appointment of elected representatives from other Boards to one-year terms in the same 
manner as the City Councillor appointee.  
 
The Library Board submission calls for a review of the list of prescribed library collections and 
services which must be provided free of charge to residents. This includes consideration of 
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mandating free access to select on-line services and collections which are not specifically 
addressed in the current Act. The Board  calls for the Act to mandate free resident access to 
the Internet in recognition of the importance of this service. Based on current practice this 
should not present difficulties for BC public libraries.  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Not applicable.  

SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Free access to public library collections and services is a cornerstone of a democratic society. 
Public library services are especially important, and heavily used, during economic 
downturns. Societal well-being is predicated on a literate, informed and engaged population 
and the public library is one of the most-important civic services in fostering this outcome.  
Free access to core services ensures that all residents can benefit from the public library. 

CONCLUSION 

The Vancouver Public Library Board believes that Council endorsement of its submission on 
the legislative review of the Library Act will reinforce the message to the Provincial 
Government on the importance of the core principles in the Act. 
 
 

* * * * * 
 








































