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TO: Standing Committee on City Services and Budgets 

FROM: Co-Director, Office of Cultural Affairs 
(Grants, Awards and Support Programs) 
 

SUBJECT: 2008 Celebration Grants Recommendations 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council approve a total of $204,200 in Celebration Grants to 41 organizations 
listed in Tables 1 and 2 including four conditional grants as noted. Source of funds to 
be the 2008 Celebration Grants budget. 

GENERAL MANAGER'S COMMENTS 

The General Manager of Community Services recommends APPROVAL. 

COUNCIL POLICY 

Council approved creation of the Celebration Grants program in October 2002 for cash grants 
to community-based festivals, celebrations and large scale parades. 
 
In July 2003, Council approved the establishment of a new service grant component of the 
program, which may provide an offset of up to 50% of the cost of city services (police and 
engineering) incurred by major parades to a maximum sum of $10,000. 
 
Approval of grant recommendations requires eight affirmative votes. 
 



2008 Celebration Grants Recommendations 2 
 

PURPOSE 

As listed in Tables 1 and 2, this report recommends approval of $204,200 to 41 organizations, 
outlines the recommendation process, discusses the applications in more detail (Appendix A), 
appends the evaluation criteria in the Program Information Guide (Appendix B), and includes 
front pages of the applications (Appendix C). 

BACKGROUND 

In October 2002, Council established the Celebration Grants program as a means of 
encouraging and assisting community-based cultural festivals, celebrations and major 
parades. Through their provision of cultural interaction and entertainment, these events 
contribute to building a stronger sense of community in Vancouver. 
 
On-going outreach is conducted in the community through a variety of channels: public 
service announcements, web page, paid ads, and an e-mailed distribution list targeted to the 
ethno-cultural and broader community. Four weeks in advance of each application deadline, 
staff host a public information meeting about the program for prospective applicants. 
 
Applicants were first screened for eligibility and then, as available, interviewed by OCA staff. 
A further technical review for operational issues and permit or site requirements was then 
conducted by representatives from Cultural Affairs, Park Board and Engineering. Where the 
technical committee identified possible need for further follow up with organizations prior to 
their event, conditions, such as meeting with FEST Committee partners, were proposed to be 
placed on recommendation prior to release of grant funds.  
 
As is consistent with every review process, not all organizations meet the criteria at the same 
level as their peers and therefore in a competitive process with finite resources, not all are 
being recommended for support. 

DISCUSSION 

Celebration Cash Grants: 
 
The cash grant component is available to help offset programming, outreach or 
administrative costs to a maximum sum of $10,000. 
 
For the Celebration Grants deadline in 2008 on March 3rd, there were 50 applications 
received, totalling a combined cash and city services request of $386,492 and an available 
budget of $204,200. Among the 50 total applicant organizations, four requested $35,500 in 
funding from the city service component of Celebration Grants. 
 
The applications were reviewed by an Assessment Committee comprised of Staff and three 
independent community members with a range of experience and expertise with both 
professional and community-based cultural events. The independent members are: 
 
• Susan Gordon, Vancouver Park Board Arts and Culture coordinator, retired 
• Victor Martinez Aja, Festival Coordinator, Vancouver Latin American Film Festival 
• Nicole Nozick, Festival Director, Jewish Book Festival 
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The Committee’s consensus recommendations reflect a thorough assessment of each 
application in the context of cultural or community interest, organizational capacity and 
resources to deliver the proposed event, and well-articulated community outreach and 
impact. 
 
The Assessment Committee recommended funding in this category to 40 applicants as per 
Table 1, reflecting those projects which best met the evaluation criteria as outlined in 
Appendix B: Celebration Grants Program Information Guidelines. 
 
 

TABLE 1: CASH GRANT RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

Organization Name Request Recomm 
Alliance of Portuguese Clubs & Associations of BC 2,700 2,000 

Association Of United Ukrainian Canadians 10,000 10,000 

BC Multicultural Health Services Society 2,000 1,500 

Brazilian Community Association 9,000 2,000 

Cedar Cottage Neighbourhood House 4,000 3,500 

Celtic Fest Vancouver Society 10,000 10,000 

Centre of Integration for African Immigrants 6,000 2,000 

Chinese Benevolent Assn. of Vancouver 10,000 10,000 

Chinese Canadian Artists Federation 3,500 3,500 

Collingwood Neighbourhood House 7,000 4,000 

Community Arts Workshop 3,500 2,500 

Crab - Water for Life Society 1,850 1,850 

Downtown Eastside Women’s Centre 10,000 3,500 

Dunbar Residents' Association 1,000 1,000 

East Vancouver Celebration Society 10,000 9,000 

Eastside Culture Crawl Society 10,000 10,000 

Evergreen Environmental Foundation 10,000 5,000 

False Creek Watershed Society 3,000 2,000 

Frog Hollow Neighbourhood House 5,000 3,000 

Granville Island Business & Community Association 10,000 0 

Hellenic Canadian Congress of BC 15,000 7,500 

Helping Mex Y Can Society 10,000 1,350 

Islamic Heritage Society 10,000 3,500 

Jewish Federation of Greater Vancouver 10,000 0 

Kitsilano Neighbourhood House 6,000 0 

Latinos in Action Vancouver Foundation 10,000 6,000 

Leave Out Violence (LOVE BC) 8,000 3,000 

Little Mountain Neighbourhood House  3,000 2,000 
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Main Art Drift Society 5,000 3,000 
Mount Pleasant Neighbourhood House 3,000 2,000 

Ohel Ya’akov Community Kollel 10,000 0 

Pandora's Collective Outreach Society 8,942 4,000 

Pedal Energy Development Alternatives Power Assn. (P.E.D.A.L.) 3,100 0 

Perfect Ten Organizing Committee (Centre for Creative Initiatives) 10,000 0 

Proyecto Cultural Sur Vancouver 5,000 0 

Secret Lantern Society 14,000 10,000 

Senior Chinese Society of Vancouver 5,600 0 

South Asian Family Association. (SAFA) 10,000 5,000 

South Vancouver Neighbourhood House 8,000 8,000 

Still Moon Arts Society 10,000 8,000 

Taiwanese Canadian Cultural Society 4,000 0 

Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival Society 10,000 4,000 

Vancouver Dyke March and Festival Society 5,000 4,000 

Vancouver Int’l. Bhangra Celebration Society 10,000 2,000 

Vancouver Pride Society 10,000 8,000 

Vancouver Rhythm and Dance Society 5,000 1,500 

Vancouver Venture for Diversity Society 6,200 1,000 

Vancouver Wooden Boat Society 6,000 4,000 

West End Senior's Network Society 1,600 1,500 
Total 350,992 175,700

 
 
Celebration Service Grants: 
 
The service grants component is available to help offset up to 50% of the cost of city services 
incurred by major parades up to a maximum sum of $10,000. The Assessment Committee 
recommended funding to four organizations in this category as per Table 2. 
 

 
TABLE 2: SERVICE GRANT RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
Organization Name Request Recomm 
Celtic Fest Vancouver Society 10,000 5,000 

Chinese Benevolent Assn. of Vancouver 4,500 4,500 

Khalsa Diwan Society 11,000 10,000 

Vancouver Pride Society 10,000 9,000 
Total 35,500 28,500
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The 2008 Celebration Grants program budget is $204,200. Approval of recommendations in 
Tables 1 and 2 (cash $175,700 and city services $28,500) will leave no balance in the 2008 
Celebration Grants program budget. 

CONCLUSION 

The Celebration Grants program provides support to community organizations holding 
festivals and celebrations throughout the year and throughout Vancouver’s neighbourhoods. 
The program continues to strive to be flexible enough to allow access to new organizations 
and events while providing encouragement to more established organizations to build both 
stronger events and organizational capacity. 
 
The Co-Director, Office of Cultural Affairs notes the importance of the Assessment 
Committee’s expertise, insight, and carefully balanced recommendations and recommends 
approval. 
 

* * * * * 
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2008 CELEBRATION GRANTS RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 
RECOMMENDED 
 
 
Alliance of Portuguese Clubs & Assn. of BC  $2,000 
A first-time grant of $2,000 is recommended for event costs and performers’ fees for the 6th 
annual Portuguese Cultural Festival, which celebrates and promotes Portuguese culture, 
music and food to the broader Vancouver community. The multi-day event begins June 7, 
2008 and culminates on Portugal Day, June 10. The festival includes free indoor and outdoor 
performances and exhibits featuring arts and crafts, music, folklore, dance and cuisine at Our 
Lady of Fatima Church in the Kensington-Cedar Cottage Neighbourhood. 
 
Association of United Ukrainian Canadians  $10,000 
A maximum grant of $10,000 is recommended for the 5th annual multi-disciplinary Heart of 
the City Festival, which celebrates the Downtown Eastside community’s history, people, 
cultures, art forms. The 2008 festival will feature an estimated 650 community and 
professional artists in 80 events at 25 locations during a 12-day celebration from October 29-
November 9. 
 
BC Multicultural Health Services Society   $1,500 
On behalf of the South Hill Festival organizing committee, BC Multicultural Health Services 
Society requested funding to support the 7th annual South Hill Festival on May 23, 2009 in the 
Fraser Street area at 48th Avenue. The Festival engages community in the Sunset 
neighbourhood in a free, family-oriented event organized around the theme of sustainability. 
The Assessment Committee recommends a grant of $1,500 and encourages the organizers to 
further diversify their revenue sources. 
 
Brazilian Community Association    $2,000 
The Assessment Committee recommends a grant of $2,000 towards the event costs of 
presenting the Roundhouse Community Centre component of Brazilian Carnaval 2009, on and 
around March 7, 2009. Specifically, the grant is targeted to support the exhibits, workshops, 
Kids’ Carnaval and Masquerade Mardis Gras at the Roundhouse, and the event costs related to 
hosting this free, family-oriented celebration of Brazilian cultural and Carnaval traditions. 
 
Cedar Cottage Neighbourhood House   $3,500 
The Assessment Committee recommends a grant of $3,500 towards the programming, 
marketing and event production costs for the 23rd annual Mother’s Day Traditional Pow Wow 
at Trout Lake Community Centre. This year, due to renovations at the Community Centre, the 
event is scaled down to a one-day event on May 10, 2008. This well-supported and long-
established event will present local and national drum and dance groups, traditional arts and 
crafts, exhibits and information, as well as a First Nations ceremonial component. 
 
CelticFest Vancouver Society    $10,000 & $5,000 
A maximum cash grant of $10,000 is recommended for the costs of producing the 6th annual 
CelticFest Vancouver celebration, March 11-15, 2009 —a multi-stage festival featuring outdoor 
and indoor venues, weekend Celtic Village Street Market, KidZone activities and parade—
which attracts a city-wide audience to its downtown locations. A service grant to cover up to 
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50% of police and engineering costs (to a maximum of $5,000) for the annual St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade is also recommended. 
 
Centre of Integration for African Immigrants  $2,000 
A grant of $2,000 is recommended towards the costs of presenting the 6th annual all-day Black 
History Market and Cultural Showcase, part of Black History Month, on Saturday February 28, 
2009 at the WareHouse in the Renfrew-Collingwood neighbourhood. The Assessment 
Committee encourages the organization to increase its administrative capacities and to 
pursue additional revenue sources for the event. The payment of grant funds is SUBJECT TO 
the Executive Director’s resignation from the Board of Directors together with the initiation 
of a clearly articulated plan for building and strengthening the governance structure of the 
society. 
 
Chinese Benevolent Association of Vancouver  $10,000 & $4,500 
A maximum cash grant of $10,000 is recommended for the costs of producing the Chinese New 
Year Parade on February 1, 2009. This large-scale parade includes diverse professional and 
community cultural groups and attracts a city-wide audience to its Chinatown location. A 
service grant to cover up to 50% of police and engineering costs (to a maximum of $4,500) for 
the annual parade is also recommended.  
 
Chinese Canadian Artists Federation in Vancouver $3,500 
A grant of $3,500 is recommended to support artists’ fees and event costs associated with the 
culturally diverse programming of the annual Chinatown Arts and Cultural Festival in the Dr. 
Sun Yat-Sen Courtyard over four Saturdays in July 2008.  
 
Collingwood Neighbourhood House    $4,000 
A grant of $4,000 is recommended in support of artists’ fees and the cultural component of 
Collingwood Day, a community-based celebration that takes place on May 31, 2008 around the 
Joyce-Collingwood Skytrain station and the grounds of Carleton Elementary School. The 
Assessment Committee is encouraged by the organizers’ continued efforts to reflect the 
neighbourhood through the creative incorporation of the arts and performance in the 
celebratory activities. 
 
Community Arts Workshop Society    $2,500 
A grant of $2,500 is recommended to support artists’ fees and event costs for the 15th annual 
Alice in Wonderland Festival and Mad Tea Party, a free, all-ages participatory event at Trout 
Lake Park on July 27, 2008. 
 
CRAB – Water for Life Society    $1,850 
A grant of $1,850 is recommended for artists’ fees and event costs to produce the July 1st 
celebration in CRAB Park at Portside. This annual event provides a unique focal point for the 
DTES neighbourhood residents on Canada Day.  
 
Downtown Eastside Women’s Centre   $3,500 
A grant of $3,500 is recommended to support artists’ fees and event costs for the Celebrating 
Our Journeys taking place along the 300-Block of Columbia Street on September 14, 2008. 
Recognizing the cultural, political and spiritual contributions and achievements of women in 
the DTES, this event will also mark the 30th anniversary of the Downtown Eastside Women’s 
Centre. 
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Dunbar Residents' Association    $1,000 
A grant of $1,000 is recommended towards the production of the Salmonberry Days calendar, 
the major promotional tool of the annual community celebration, to be held throughout the 
month of May in multiple indoor and outdoor venues in the Dunbar neighbourhood. 
 
East Vancouver Celebrate Society    $9,000 
An increased grant of $9,000 is recommended for programming and event costs for Car Free 
Vancouver Day on June 15, 2008. Produced for three years as the Commercial Drive Car Free 
Festival, which celebrated the neighbourhood’s diversity, and its pedestrian and family-
friendly character, this year’s event has expanded and will include multiple sites with other 
neighbourhood-based festivals. Funding in 2008 is targeted to the Commercial Drive site and 
the new neighbourhood events along Main & Cambie Streets, Marpole, and the West End. 
 
Eastside Culture Crawl Society     $10,000 
A grant of $10,000 is recommended for marketing and administrative costs of the 12th annual 
Eastside Culture Crawl, an open-studio tour and arts festival. More than 300 artists and 
craftspeople open their studios to the public free of charge in some 45 buildings from 
November 21-23, 2008 in neighbourhoods stretching from Strathcona to Grandview-
Woodlands. 
 
Evergreen Environmental Foundation   $5,000 
A grant of $5,000 is recommended for the cultural component of the Evergreen Environmental 
Foundation’s annual Earth Day Celebration at Jericho Beach Park on April 25, 2009. The 
Assessment Committee is encouraged by the ongoing development of arts-based activities and 
performance in the celebration’s programming. 
 
False Creek Watershed Society    $2,000 
A grant of $2,000 is recommended towards performers’ fees, marketing and event costs for 
the 5th annual Salmon Celebration—Remembering Our History, Celebrating the Living—held on 
September 28, 2008 in Vanier Park. The event features First Nations performance, music, 
storytelling, a procession and on-site animation along with information on salmon, the 
wilderness and urban sustainability. 
 
Frog Hollow Neighbourhood House    $3,000 
The Assessment Committee recommends a grant of $3,000 in support of the cultural 
components related to the 8th annual Pumpkin Patch in the City celebration on October 28, 
2008, a multi-faceted family celebration with a Halloween theme, serving newcomer 
residents from surrounding neighbourhood houses and the Renfrew-Collingwood area. The 
Assessment Committee encourages the organizers to continue to develop and innovate in the 
area of programming. 
 
Hellenic Canadian Congress of BC    $7,500 
The Assessment Committee recommends a grant of $7,500 towards performers’ fees and 
event costs for Greek Day, a large-scale community street celebration on June 22, 2008 which 
promotes the history and culture of Canada’s Greek community and includes culinary displays, 
crafts exhibits, and folk dance and music performances. 
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Helping Mex Y Can Society     $1,350 
A first-time grant of $1,350 is recommended to support programming and publicity costs for 
Fiesta Mexico, a celebration of Mexican arts and culture at the main branch of the Vancouver 
Public Library in September 2008. 
 
Islamic Heritage Society     $3,500 
A grant of $3,500 is recommended to support performers’ fees and event costs for the 
Canadian Islamic Cultural Expo, July 25-26, 2008 outside of the Vancouver Art Gallery. This 
free, publicly-accessible festival celebrates the diversity of Islamic culture in Canada and 
promotes cross-cultural understanding through exhibits featuring science and technology, 
heritage and arts and architecture. 
 
Khalsa Diwan Society     $10,000 
The Assessment Committee recommends a city services grant for the annual Vaisakhi 
Procession. This key event in the South Asian community will take place on Saturday April 18, 
2009 in the Sunset neighbourhood. The service grant will to cover up to 50% of police and 
engineering costs (to the program maximum of $10,000) for the annual parade. The grant is 
recommended SUBJECT TO a FEST Committee meeting with the organizers. 
 
Latinos in Action Vancouver Foundation   $6,000 
A grant of $6,000 is recommended towards artists’ fees and production costs for the 8th 
annual Latin Summer Fest, a free event held on August 17, 2008 at John Hendry Park, Trout 
Lake. The event celebrates the diversity of Latin culture through the arts, music and food. 
Noting the value of the event in the Latin American community, the Assessment Committee 
strongly encourages the society to initiate plans to build organizational and administrative 
capacity, and to design strategies to develop the organization’s infrastructure and staffing 
resources to build stronger community partnerships and ensure the event’s long term quality 
and sustainability. 
 
Leave Out Violence (LOVE BC)    $3,000 
A first-time grant of $3,000 is recommended for the inaugural Peace Festival on Sunday June 
29, 2008 near the MOBY Community Gardens in the Broadway and Commercial area. The day-
long outdoor event will be curated and designed by youth and will use music, dance, 
photojournalism exhibits and violence prevention workshops to promote peace and justice 
both locally and globally. 
 
Little Mountain Neighbourhood House    $2,000 
A grant of $2,000 is recommended for the Little Mountain/Riley Park Community Festival on 
June 8, 2008 at the Riley Park Community Centre. Their theme, “A Family of Communities” 
celebrates the intergenerational and culturally diverse characteristics of the neighbourhood. 
The Assessment Committee encourages the organizers to continue to develop and innovate in 
the area of programming. 
 
Main Art Drift Society     $3,000 
A grant of $3,000 is recommended for the marketing and publicity of The Drift, an annual 
open studio tour and celebration in Mount Pleasant’s Artist Live/Work neighbourhood that 
showcases 90 artists’ work in over 70 local studios and businesses along Main Street from 
Industrial Ave to 33rd Ave during the first weekend of October 2008. 
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Mount Pleasant Neighbourhood House   $2,000 
A grant of $2,000 is recommended toward performer's fees and publicity costs for the 16th 
annual Celebrate Mount Pleasant, scheduled for June 7, 2008 at Guelph Park and Mount 
Pleasant Elementary School grounds. This event promotes the positive aspects and cultural 
diversity of this inner-city neighbourhood. The Assessment Committee encourages the 
organizers to continue to develop and innovate in the area of programming. 
 
Pandora's Collective Outreach Society   $4,000 
A grant of $4,000 is recommended towards publicity fees and event costs for the annual 
Summer Dream Literary Arts Festival on July 26, 2008. The free all-day event showcases 
grassroots spoken word, poetry, storytelling and musical performances, workshops and 
children’s programming at Lumberman’s Arch in Stanley Park. 
 
Secret Lantern Society     $10,000 
The Assessment Committee recommends a maximum grant of $10,000 for artists’ fees and 
event costs for the annual Winter Solstice Lantern Festival on Sunday December 21, 2008. The 
celebration honours the return of the sun in a culturally diverse event. Pre-event community 
outreach and workshops lead to site-specific solstice lantern processions, performances and 
installations in six Vancouver neighbourhoods. 
 
South Asian Family Assn.     $5,000 
A grant of $5,000 is recommended towards artists’ fees and event costs for the 6th annual 
South Asian Sawan Mela celebration on July 12, 2008. This free public event promotes cross-
cultural understanding through sharing and participation in a tradition that celebrates young 
married South Asian women reconnecting with friends, families and communities. Because, at 
the time of adjudication, the organizers proposed two possible outdoor venues for Sawan 
Mela: Vancouver Art Gallery or Sunset Community Centre, funding is SUBJECT TO a confirmed 
venue for this year’s event. 
 
South Vancouver Neighbourhood House   $8,000 
A grant of $8,000 is recommended for artist fees, publicity and administrative costs of the 5th 
annual Vancouver Celebrates Diwali, a multi-faceted celebration of the South Asian festival of 
light. Pre-event outreach on the story of Diwali as well as Rangoli and dance workshops are 
held at multiple community venues and lead to two main public events: The Chai House and 
the Diwali Celebration at the Roundhouse on the weekend of Nov 1, 2008. 
 
Still Moon Arts Society     $8,000 
A grant of $8,000 is recommended for programming costs and publicity fees for the 
September 13th day-long Renfrew Ravine Moon Festival. The event is organized with multiple 
community partners and volunteers and combines an afternoon harvest fair with an evening of 
community and professional arts performances and lantern installations in Slocan and Renfrew 
Parks. 
 
Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival Society  $4,000 
A grant of $4,000 is recommended for the 2009 Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival which 
welcomes the return of spring through the blossoming of Vancouver’s 36,000 ornamental 
cherry trees. The event is organized with multiple community partners and continues to build 
community interest and participation in cultural programming with such events as the Cherry 
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Jam, Sakura Day and participatory activities: hanami (blossom viewing), haiku-writing and 
blossom art painting as well as blossom rides, walks, talks and demonstrations. 
 
Vancouver Dyke March and Festival Society  $4,000 
A grant of $4,000 is recommended for publicity and programming costs of the August 2, 2008 
Dyke March Festival, which culminates in an all-ages afternoon music festival for queer 
women, their families and supporters at Grandview Park during Pride weekend. 
 
Vancouver International Bhangra Celebration Society   $2,000 
A grant of $2,000 is recommended for event and programming costs for the April 2009 City of 
Bhangra celebration that presents a unique, cross-cultural approach to the celebration of 
Punjabi music and dance. The Assessment Committee encourages the organizers to continue 
to build their organizational capacity and focus on deficit reduction to ensure ongoing 
sustainability. 
 
Vancouver Pride Society     $8,000 & $9,000 
The Assessment Committee recommends a cash grant of $8,000 towards the 30th annual Pride 
parade and festival on August 3, 2008. The Assessment Committee encourages the society’s 
efforts to strengthen its organizational capacity. In recognition of anticipated increases to 
city services costs resulting from an extension of the parade’s route and growth in audience 
attendance, a service grant to cover up to 50% of police and engineering costs for the parade 
is also recommended (up to a maximum of $9,000). 
 
Vancouver Rhythm and Dance    $1,500 
A grant of $1,500 is recommended for programming and event costs for the Vancouver Rhythm 
and Dance Festival, September 12-13, 2008 at Vancouver Community College. This will be the 
second such festival, comprised of drumming and dance concerts and workshops celebrating 
international rhythm and dance forms. 
 
Vancouver Venture for Diversity Society   $1,000 
A grant of $1,000 is recommended for an Aboriginal Cultural Day celebration at the Aboriginal 
Friendship Centre in East Vancouver. The cultural program of this community-focused event 
will showcase and celebrate the diversity within Canada’s First Nations communities and 
includes culinary displays, crafts exhibits, performances by dancers and musicians, and author 
readings. This grant is SUBJECT TO confirmation of the event’s date and venue. 
 
Vancouver Wooden Boat Society    $4,000 
A grant of $4,000 is recommended in support of artists’ fees and marketing costs for the 21st 
annual Wooden Boat Festival on Granville Island scheduled for August 21-24, 2008. The 
Assessment Committee again encourages organizers to explore new programming 
opportunities to involve more diversity in their presentation of maritime cultures and 
traditions and develop new avenues for broader and deeper community participation. 
 
West End Senior's Network Society    $1,500 
A grant of $1,500 is recommended towards artists’ fees and event costs for the Strawberry 
Festival on June 21, 2008, which is presented by seniors in Barclay Heritage Square. The 
Assessment Committee encourages the organizers to continue to develop and innovate in the 
area of programming. 
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NOT RECOMMENDED 
 
 
Granville Island Business and Community Association 
Granville Island Business and Community Association applied for funding for a BC Day 
celebration on August 4, 2008 on Granville Island. The Assessment Committee did not support 
the rationale to dramatically increase the budget and programming scale of the existing 
event, nor did they see Granville Island as priority neighbourhood for support given the 
community-led initiatives for events in lesser-served areas around the City. In a competitive 
round, no grant is recommended. 
 
Jewish Federation of Greater Vancouver 
The Jewish Federation of Greater Vancouver requested funding to support the Israel at 60 
Festival, a celebration of Israel’s 60th anniversary of statehood, in September 2008 inside the 
grounds of Van Dusen Gardens. While the Assessment Committee noted that the ticketed one-
day event is moving ahead in partnership with other Jewish cultural organizations, they noted 
that this one-time celebration has access to existing resources that made the application a 
lesser priority given the finite budget available for funding. In a competitive round, no grant 
is recommended. 
 
Kitsilano Neighbourhood House 
Kitsilano Neighbourhood House requested funding for an Autumn Fair at the neighbourhood 
house in October 2008. The Assessment Committee noted that the proposal did not identify a 
compelling programming vision for this event that made it distinctly based in the local 
community. The Assessment Committee encourages the organizers to continue to develop and 
innovate in the area of programming. In a competitive round, no grant is recommended. 
 
Ohel Ya’akov Community Kollel 
The Ohel Ya’akov Community Kollel requested funding for its annual Day of Unity, scheduled 
for Labour Day 2008. The Assessment Committee noted that the proposal did not identify a 
clear outreach plan for the event to engage and be accessible to the broader community. 
Further, a unique programming vision for the event was not presented. In a competitive 
round, no grant is recommended. 
 
Pedal Energy Development Alternatives Power Association 
The Pedal Energy Development Alternatives Power Association applied for funding for mobile, 
bicycle transported and powered programming that would arrive at the multiple sites of Car 
Free Vancouver Day on June 15, 2008. However, East Vancouver Celebrate Society has been 
recommended to receive a grant of $9,000 for programming and event costs for Car Free 
Vancouver Day in this program year and, with finite resources available, two groups cannot be 
funded for the same event. In a competitive round, no grant is recommended. 
 
Perfect Ten Organizing Committee (Centre for Creative Initiatives) 
The Perfect Ten Organizing Committee applied for funding for a community music festival to 
be held at New Brighton Park on the Labour Day weekend in 2008. The Assessment Committee 
identified some problematic logistical and budgetary plans in the proposal that did not give 
them confidence that the event would be produced in 2008. The organizers are encouraged to 
further develop their artistic rationale for the event, to work closely with Park Board to 
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confirm venue dates and logistics and to initiate relevant community partnerships in the 
neighbourhood. In a competitive round, no grant is recommended. 
 
Proyecto Cultural Sur Vancouver 
Proyecto Cultural Sur Vancouver proposed a one-day poetry encounter on June 1, 2008 that 
would present several components: a panel discussion, key note address, musical interlude 
and an award to a local poet. The Assessment Committee noted that the event was 
predominantly reliant on funding from the City of Vancouver and that the event would be 
produced for an audience drawn primarily from within the society’s membership. In the 
context of a competitive round, no grant is recommended. 
 
Senior Chinese Society of Vancouver 
The Senior Chinese Society of Vancouver proposed a Moon Festival celebration at the Chinese 
Cultural Centre and Trout Lake Park, in September 2008. The Assessment Committee noted a 
lack of evidence of the event’s financial feasibility and that the event’s audience would be 
drawn primarily from the society’s membership. In the context of a competitive round, no 
grant is recommended. 
 
Taiwanese Canadian Cultural Society 
The Taiwanese Canadian Cultural Society proposed a Lunar New Year in Taiwan Celebration in 
January & February 2009. The Assessment Committee noted the event’s high percentage of 
administrative costs, no well-defined strategy to attract an audience beyond membership and 
neighbourhood schools, and the available resources within the society to sustain the event. In 
the context of a competitive round, no grant is recommended. 
 














































































































