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Provincial Grant Funding for Vancouver Twinning Relationships

RECOMMENDATION
THAT Council direct the City Manager to enter into an agreement with the Province of
British Columbia that will allow the City of Vancouver to receive a grant of $25,000 for
the purpose conducting a strategic review of the City’s Sister City Program with
particular emphasis on strengthening the City’s twinning relationships with local
governments in the Asia-Pacific countries.
CITY MANAGER'S COMMENTS
The City Manager RECOMMENDS approval of the above recommendation.
COUNCIL POLICY
The City of Vancouver has signed five formal Sister City ‘twinning’ agreements with the
following cities:
• Odessa, Ukraine
• Yokohama, Japan
• Edinburgh, Scotland
• Guangzhou, China
• Los Angeles, USA
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In 1986, City Council passed a resolution that no further Sister City Agreements be adopted in
order to focus efforts on existing Sister Cities.
PURPOSE
To obtain authority for the City Manager to sign a memorandum of understanding with the
Province of British Columbia which will enable the City to receive $25,000 in funding for the
purpose of conducting a strategic review of the City’s Sister City Program with particular
emphasis on the City’s twinning relationships with local governments in Asia-Pacific countries.
BACKGROUND
On March 3, 2008 the City received letter from the Province of British Columbia inviting the
City to enter into a Memorandum of Agreement for Local Government Twinning with the
Province (see Appendix A). The MOA commits the Province to providing financial support
(totalling $25,000), information and technical assistance to the City of Vancouver for the
purpose of strengthening the City’s twinning relationships with local governments in AsiaPacific countries. The deadline for signing the MOA is March 12, 2008.
Currently, the City of Vancouver has five formal Sister City agreements, two of which are with
local governments in China and Japan. The relationships include:
• Yokohama, Japan – established in 1965
• Guangzhou, China – established in 1984
• Odessa, Ukraine – established in 1944
• Edinburgh, Scotland – established in 1978
• Los Angeles, USA – established in 1986
In 1986, City Council passed a resolution that no further Sister City Agreements be adopted in
order to focus efforts on existing Sister Cities. During the late 1980’s and 1990’s, interest in
the Sister Cities program waned due to a lack of program direction and financial support. The
program lay dormant during this period.
DISCUSSION
Oversight of the City’s Sister City program is now the responsibility of the External Relations
and Protocol area. Although a review of the policy framework, future development and
resourcing for the Sister City program was planned for the future, the offer from the Province
to provide a $25,000 grant to the City to strengthen the City’s twinning relationships would
enable the City to conduct the review sooner than planned.
The grant offer is timely as over recent years, the City of Vancouver has experienced an
increased interest on the part of our sister cities in China and Japan, as well as a number of
other local governments in the Asia-Pacific area. The City has received many requests to
conduct knowledge exchanges in such areas as local governance, sustainability, liveability, as
well as establishing twinning relationships.
The following are a few examples of the knowledge exchanges that the City is involved in:
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Through the Federation of Canadian Municipalities, the City of Vancouver participated in a
three-year municipal exchange with Bangkok that focused on social development and the
treatment of drug addition.
As the host city of 2010 Winter Games, the City of Vancouver together with the Four Host
First Nations have proposed a tripartite hosting agreement with City of Guangzhou, host of
the 2010 Asian Games, to collaborate on a knowledge exchange in culture and sports,
sustainability and liveability as well as to enhance the economic development of the three
parties to the agreement.
Other examples of knowledge exchange relationships include the City’s submission to
participate at the Urban Best Practices area at 2010 Shanghai World Expo and a similar
participation in the Beijing 2008 Summer Olympics. The Shanghai World Expo will offer an
international stage for Vancouver to showcase the City’s experience of liveability through
sustainable development using the Southeast False Creek as an example.

The assistance offered by the Province would enable the City to review the policy framework
of the City’s Sister City program and exchange relationships undertaken by the City for the
purpose of defining the program purpose, direction, future development, and resourcing
needs, particularly as it relates to the increasing number of relationships that the City is
establishing with local governments in the Asia-Pacific area.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
There are no financial implications.
CONCLUSION
The Province of British Columbia is inviting the City to enter into a Memorandum of
Agreement for Local Government Twinning with the Province. The MOA commits the Province
to providing financial support (totalling $25,000), information and technical assistance to the
City of Vancouver for the purpose of strengthening the City’s twinning relationships with local
governments in China and Japan. The deadline for signing the MOA is March 12, 2008.
Staff are asking that Council authorize the City Manager to sign the MOA with the Province of
British Columbia which will enable the City to receive $25,000 in funding for the purpose of
conducting a strategic review of the City’s Sister City Program with particular emphasis on
the City’s twinning relationships with local governments in Asia-Pacific countries.
****
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