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TO: Vancouver City Council 

FROM: Manager, Sustainability Group 

SUBJECT: United Nations Environment Program - Climate Neutral Network 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

A. THAT the City join the United Nations Environment Program’s (UNEP) Climate 
Neutral Network and submit Vancouver’s greenhouse gas reduction and carbon 
neutral targets as our pledge towards significantly reducing our Corporate and 
Community climate footprints.  

 
B. THAT staff be directed to prepare and forward summaries of our climate 

protection activities and plans, along with links to more detailed information, 
for inclusion on the UNEP Carbon Neutral website that will be launched on 
February 21, 2008. 

CITY MANAGER'S COMMENTS 

The City Manager supports Recommendations A and B. 

COUNCIL POLICY 

In March 2003, Council approved the Corporate Climate Change Action Plan to reduce 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from civic operations to 20% below 1990 levels by 2010.   
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In March 2005, Council approved the Community Climate Change Action Plan to reduce GHG 
emissions in the community to 6% below 1990 levels by 2012. 
 
In March 2007, Council passed a motion directing staff to begin planning for significant, long-
range GHG reductions with the eventual goal of becoming a carbon-neutral city.  
 
In July 2007, Council adopted targets to reduce Community GHG emissions to 33% below 
current levels by 2020 and 80% below current levels by 2050.  In addition, Council adopted 
the target of having all new construction in Vancouver be GHG neutral by 2030.  
 
In September 2007, Council adopted a climate neutral target for City operations by 2012 
under the British Columbia Climate Action Charter. 
 
In January 2008, Council adopted the World Mayors and Local Governments Climate 
Protection Agreement, effectively changing Vancouver’s 2050 community target of an 80% 
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions to be relative to 1990; a change from the target 
adopted in July, 2007 that references current greenhouse gas emissions as the baseline. 

DISCUSSION 

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has invited Vancouver to join their 
Climate Neutral Network.  The official launch of this network will be at the UNEP annual 
gathering of Environment Ministers in Monaco on February 21, 2008.  Attendance by City of 
Vancouver representatives is not required. See Appendix A for a copy of the invitation. 
 
This web-based network will bring pioneering countries, companies, and cities together in 
order to further the international effort to combat climate change. It is intended to catalyze 
the exchange of ideas and promote best practises for ‘going climate neutral’. 

As one of only five global cities that have been invited to join this Network for its launch, this 
invitation recognizes Vancouver’s leadership in moving towards climate neutrality and 
provides a valuable opportunity to showcase our efforts while at the same time benefiting 
from the experience of other international leaders in addressing climate change. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no financial implications. 

CONCLUSION 

This invitation provides international recognition of Vancouver’s leadership in addressing 
climate change.  Joining the United Nations Environment Programme’s Climate Neutral 
Network will provide a great opportunity to support and benefit from the efforts of other 
pioneering cities and companies from around the world working towards carbon neutral goals. 
 
 

* * * * *
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