
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CITY OF VANCOUVER 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 

 
 Report Date: April 24, 2007 
 Author: Marnie Rice 
 Phone No.: 604.871.6634 
 RTS No.: 06499 
 VanRIMS No.: 05-5000-10 
 Meeting Date: May 17, 2007 
 
 
TO: Standing Committee on City Services and Budgets 

FROM: Assistant Director, Office of Cultural Affairs 

SUBJECT: 2007 Celebration Grant Recommendations 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council approve a total of $200,200 in Celebration Grants to 41 organizations 
listed in Tables 1 and 2. Source of funds to be the 2007 Celebration Grants budget. 

GENERAL MANAGER'S COMMENTS 

The General Manager of Community Services recommends APPROVAL. 

COUNCIL POLICY 

Council approved creation of the Celebration Grants program in October 2002 for cash grants 
to community-based festivals, celebrations and large scale parades. 
 
In July 2003, Council approved the establishment of a new service grant component of the 
program, which may provide an offset of up to 50% of the cost of city services (police and 
engineering) incurred by major parades to a maximum sum of $10,000. 
 
Approval of grant recommendations requires eight affirmative votes. 
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PURPOSE 

This report recommends grants to 41 organizations, outlines selection processes, discusses the 
applications in more detail (Appendix A), appends the evaluation criteria in the Program 
Information Guide (Appendix B), and includes front pages of the applications (Appendix C). 

BACKGROUND 

In October 2002, Council established the Celebration Grants program as a means of 
encouraging and assisting community-based cultural festivals, celebrations and major 
parades. Through their provision of cultural interaction and entertainment, these events 
contribute to building a stronger sense of community in Vancouver. 
 
On-going outreach is conducted in the community through a variety of channels: public 
service announcements, web page, paid ads, and an e-mailed distribution list targeted to the 
ethno-cultural and broader community. Four to six weeks in advance of each application 
deadline, staff host a public information meeting about the program for prospective 
applicants. 
 
Applicants were first screened for eligibility and then, as available, interviewed by OCA staff. 
A further technical review for operational issues and permit or site requirements was then 
conducted by representatives from Cultural Affairs, Park Board and Engineering. Where the 
technical committee identified possible need for further follow up with organizations prior to 
their event, conditions, such as meeting with FEST Committee partners, were proposed to be 
placed on recommendation prior to release of grant funds.  
 
Since the program’s first intake of applications in 2003, the number of applicant organizations 
has continued to increase. Like other grant programs, this creates a competitive environment; 
therefore only those that best meet all evaluative criteria can be recommended for funding. 
 
Since its inception, the Celebration Grants program has had two annual deadlines; one in the 
spring and one in the fall. In an effort to facilitate departmental review of all grant programs 
and to streamline the administrative load of the Celebration Grant Program during this review 
period, the fall 2007 deadline was eliminated. All organizations supported by this program, as 
well as previously unsuccessful applicants were contacted by post, email and phone to ensure 
they were aware of the change in deadline. Additionally, ads were posted in community 
newspapers giving notice of this change. 
 
An Assessment Committee comprised of independent community members and Staff, review 
applications based on criteria that include: cultural or community interest, organizational 
competence, and community impact. See Appendix B for detailed program guidelines and 
criteria. 
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DISCUSSION 

Celebration Cash Grants: 
 
The cash grant component is available to help offset programming, publicity or 
administrative costs to a maximum sum of $10,000. 
 
For the Celebration Grants deadline in 2007 on March 19th, there were 50 applications 
received, totalling a combined cash and city services request of $386,780 and an available 
budget of $200,200. Among the 50 total applicant organizations, four also requested $34,000 
in funding from the city service component of Celebration Grants. 
 
The applications were reviewed by an Assessment Committee comprised of Staff and three 
independent community members with a range of experience and expertise with both 
professional and community-based cultural events. The independent members are: 
 
• Dolly Hopkins: Founder and former Artistic Director, Public Dreams Society 
• Don Montgomery: Executive Director, Vancouver Asian Heritage Month Society, Publisher, 
 Ricepaper Magazine 
• Lajos Miklos: Festival Director, Hungarian Folk Fest, Artistic Advisor, Forrás Folk Ensemble 
 
These consensus recommendations reflect a careful assessment of each application in the 
context of cultural or community interest, organizational capacity, and community impact.  
The Assessment Committee recommended funding in this category to 40 applicants as per 
Table 1, reflecting those projects which best met the evaluation criteria as outlined in 
Appendix B: Celebration Grants Program Information Guidelines. 
 

 
TABLE 1: CASH GRANT RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
 

Organization Name Request Recomm 
Arts in Action Society 5,000 4,000 

Assn. Of United Ukrainian Canadians (AUUC) 15,000 10,000 

BC Multicultural Health Services Society 2,000 1,500 

Brazilian Community Assn. 9,000 4,000 

Cedar Cottage Neighbourhood House (Assn. of Nghd. Houses of Gr. 
Vancouver) 5,000 4,500 

Celtic Fest Vancouver Society 15,000 10,000 

Centre of Integration for African Immigrants 10,000 2,500 

Chinese Benevolent Assn. of Vancouver 10,000 10,000 

Collingwood Neighbourhood House 7,000 2,850 

Colombian Canadian Community of BC 10,000 0 

Community Arts Council of Vancouver 2,500 2,000 
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Crab - Water for Life Society 1,850 1,850 

Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Garden Society of Vancouver 4,000 3,500 

Dunbar Residents' Assn. 1,000 1,000 

East Vancouver Celebration Society 8,000 5,000 

Eastside Culture Crawl Society 10,000 10,000 

Evergreen Environmental Foundation 6,500 3,500 

False Creek Watershed Society 4,000 1,000 

Fiji Indian Assn. Of B.C. 5,000 0 

Frog Hollow Neighbourhood House (Assn. of Nghd. Houses of Gr. 
Vancouver) 5,000 3,000 

Hastings Elementary Community School Parent Advisory Council 4,000 0 

Hellenic Canadian Congress of B.C. 15,000 6,000 

Islamic Heritage Society 10,000 3,000 

Khalsa Diwan Society 5,000 0 

Latinos in Action Vancouver Foundation 10,000 6,000 

Light Water Drums Society 4,500 4,000 

Little Mountain Neighbourhood House Society 3,400 2,000 

Mount Pleasant Neighbourhood House (Assn. of Nghd. Houses of Gr. 
Vancouver) 3,000 2,000 

Myanmar Heritage Cultural Assn. (MHCA) 7,500 1,000 

Pandora's Collective Outreach Society 4,340 4,000 

Pedal Energy Development Alternatives Power Assn. (P.E.D.A.L.) 2,790 2,000 

Peretz Centre for Secular Jewish Culture 2,000 0 

Pride in Art Society 10,000 4,000 

Secret Lantern Society 15,000 10,000 

South Asian Family Assn. (SAFA) 6,000 5,000 

South Vancouver Neighbourhood House 9,000 7,500 

Southlands Riding Club 5,000 0 

Spirits Rising Memorial Society 10,000 0 

Stanley Park Bike Festival Society 10,000 0 

Still Moon Arts Society 12,000 7,000 

United Native Nations Society 10,000 0 

United Vietnamese Canadian Community in BC Society 3,500 0 

Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival Society 10,000 3,000 

Vancouver Dyke March and Festival Society 5,000 4,000 

Vancouver Intl. Bhangra Celebration Society 10,000 1,500 

Vancouver Métis Assn. 5,500 4,000 

Vancouver Pride Society 10,000 7,500 
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Vancouver Venture for Diversity Society 6,000 1,000 

Vancouver Wooden Boat Society 6,000 4,000 

West End Senior's Network Society 2,400 1,500 
Total 352,780 170,200

 
 
Celebration Service Grants: 
 
The service grants component is available to help offset up to 50% of the cost of city services 
incurred by major parades a maximum sum of $10,000. The Assessment Committee 
recommended funding to four organizations in this category as per Table 2. 
 

 
TABLE 2: SERVICE GRANT RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
 
Organization Name Request Recomm 
Celtic Fest Vancouver Society 10,000 6,000 

Chinese Benevolent Assn. of Vancouver 4,000 4,000 

Khalsa Diwan Society 10,000 10,000 

Vancouver Pride Society 10,000 10,000 
Total 34,000 30,000

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The 2007 Celebration Grants program budget is $200,200. Approval of recommendations in 
Tables 1 and 2 (cash $170,200 and city services $30,000) will leave no balance in the 2007 
Celebration Grants program budget. 

CONCLUSION 

The Celebration Grants program provides support to community organizations holding 
festivals and celebrations throughout the year and throughout Vancouver’s neighbourhoods. 
The program continues to strive to be flexible enough to allow access to new organizations 
and events while providing encouragement to more established organizations to build both 
stronger events and organizational capacity. 
 
The Assistant Director, Office of Cultural Affairs notes the importance of the Assessment 
Committee’s expertise, insight, and carefully balanced recommendations and recommends 
approval. 
 
 
* * * * *
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2007 CELEBRATION GRANTS RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 
RECOMMENDED 
 
Arts in Action Society    $4,000 
A grant of $4,000 is recommended in support of artist fees for the In the House 
Festival, which brings artists and community together in non-traditional venues in the 
Grandview Woodland neighbourhood in June 2007. 
 
Association of United Ukrainian Canadians $10,000 
A maximum grant of $10,000 is recommended for the 4th annual multi-disciplinary 
Heart of the City Festival, which celebrates the Downtown Eastside community’s 
history, people, cultures, and art forms and mobilizes its residents, artists and 
organizations during a 12-day celebration from October 31-November 1, 2007. The 
Assessment Committee was encouraged by the organizers’ efforts to develop a 
sustainability plan to ensure the festival’s future success. 
 
BC Multicultural Health Services Society  $1,500 
On behalf of the South Hill Festival organizing committee, BC Multicultural Health 
Services Society requested funding to support the May 12, 2007 South Hill Festival 
which engages community in the Sunset neighbourhood in a free, family-oriented 
event that focuses on sustainability. The Assessment Committee recommends a grant 
of $1,500 targeted to event and publicity costs. The Assessment Committee 
encourages the organizing group to investigate independent not-for-profit status and 
diversify its cash revenues as it looks to produce the event in future. 
 
Brazilian Community Assn.    $4,000 
The Assessment Committee recommends a grant of $4,000 towards building 
organizational capacity by hiring an event coordinator, as well as event costs and 
ongoing outreach associated with hosting free, family-oriented workshops, 
presentations and exhibits that will showcase Brazilian cultural and Carnaval traditions 
at the Roundhouse Community Centre and at the Commodore in February 2008. 
 
Cedar Cottage Neighbourhood House  $4,500 
The Assessment Committee recommends a grant of $4,500 for programming, publicity 
and event costs for the 22nd annual Mother’s Day Traditional Pow Wow at Trout Lake 
Community Centre, May 11-13, 2007. This long-established event is well-supported by 
the community and this year’s theme, “Why We Celebrate,” features cross-cultural 
and inter-generational exchange regarding the protocols and cultural traditions of the 
Plains First Nations. 
 
Celtic Fest Vancouver Society   $10,000 & $6,000 
A maximum cash grant of $10,000 is recommended for the costs of producing the 7th 
annual Celtic Fest Vancouver—a multi-stage outdoor festival, weekend street market, 
and parade—which attracts a city-wide audience to its downtown location in March 
2008. A service grant to cover up to 50% of police and engineering costs (to a 
maximum of $6,000) for the annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade is also recommended. 
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Centre of Integration for African Immigrants $2,500 
A grant of $2,500 is recommended towards the costs of presenting the all-day Black 
History Market and Cultural Showcase, part of Black History Month, on Saturday 
February 23, 2008 at the WareHouse in the Renfrew-Collingwood neighbourhood. The 
Assessment Committee recommends targeting funds to assist the organization with its 
marketing and outreach costs. The Assessment Committee encourages the organizers 
to pursue diversified cash revenue sources for the event. 
 
Chinese Benevolent Association of Vancouver $10,000 & $4,000 
A maximum cash grant of $10,000 is recommended for the costs of producing the 
Chinese New Year Parade on February 10, 2008. This large-scale parade includes a 
diverse number of professional and community groups and attracts a city-wide 
audience to its Chinatown location. A service grant to cover up to 50% of police and 
engineering costs (to a maximum of $4,000) for the annual parade is also 
recommended.  
 
Collingwood Neighbourhood House   $2,850 
A grant of $2,850 is recommended in support of artists’ fees for this community-based 
celebration that takes place on May 26, 2007 around the Joyce St. Skytrain station. 
The Assessment Committee is encouraged by the organizer’s efforts to continue to 
enliven the annual Collingwood Days through new programming initiatives such as the 
“Joyces”. 
 
Community Arts Council of Vancouver  $2,000 
A grant of $2,000 is recommended to organize the Fearless Festival, a street-level 
community arts festival to take place on Sunday, July 1st, 2007 in Vancouver’s 
Downtown Eastside. This inaugural event will feature and support local artists and 
community members and is designed as an opportunity for both residents and non-
residents to experience the DTES as a creative, diverse and vibrant community.  
 
CRAB – Water for Life Society   $1,850 
A grant of $1,850 is recommended for artist fees and event costs to produce this July 
1st event coinciding with the 20th anniversary of the CRAB Park at Portside. This event 
provides a unique focal point for the DTES neighbourhood residents on Canada Day. 
The Assessment Committee encourages the organizers to develop community 
partnerships to strengthen their organizational capacity to deliver the event. 
 
Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Garden Society of Vancouver $3,500 
A grant of $3,500 is recommended to support artists’ fees and event costs associated 
with the culturally diverse programming of the annual Chinatown Arts and Cultural 
Festival in the Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Courtyard over four Saturdays in July. The Assessment 
Committee encourages the organizers to pursue diversified cash revenue sources for 
the event. 
 
Dunbar Residents' Assn.    $1,000 
A grant of $1,000 is recommended towards the production of the Salmonberry Days 
calendar, the major promotional tool of the 10th annual community celebration, to be 
held throughout the month of May throughout the Dunbar neighbourhood. 
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East Vancouver Celebrate Society   $5,000 
A grant of $5,000 for and event costs is recommended for the June 17th Commercial 
Drive Community Festival, which celebrates the neighbourhood’s diversity, and its 
pedestrian and family-friendly character. The Assessment Committee is interested in 
seeing the organizers’ sustainability plans as they move to holding multiple events in 
the neighbourhood in the summer of 2007. 
 
Eastside Culture Crawl Society   $10,000 
The Assessment Committee recommends a maximum grant of $10,000 towards 
marketing and administration costs of the open-studio tour and arts festival. Over 300 
artists and craftspeople will open their studio doors free-of-charge to the public in 38 
buildings from November 16-18, 2007 in neighbourhoods stretching from Strathcona to 
Grandview-Woodlands. 
 
Evergreen Environmental Foundation  $3,500 
The Evergreen Environmental Foundation applied for funding for the cultural 
component of its annual Earth Day Celebration at Jericho Beach Park on April 20, 
2008. The Assessment Committee recommends a grant of $3,500 to be targeted to 
artists’ fees and production costs. 
 
False Creek Watershed Society   $1,000 
A grant of $1,000 is recommended towards performers’ fees, publicity and event costs 
for the 4th annual Salmon Celebration held in the South East corner of False Creek on 
September 30, 2007. 
 
Frog Hollow Neighbourhood House   $3,000 
A grant of $3,000 is recommended in support of the cultural components related to 
the Pumpkin Patch in the City celebration on October 27, 2007, a multi-faceted family 
celebration serving newcomer residents from surrounding neighbourhood houses and 
the Renfrew-Collingwood area. The Assessment Committee encourages the organizers 
to pursue diversified cash revenue sources for the event. 
 
Hellenic Canadian Congress of B.C.   $6,000 
The Assessment Committee recommends a grant of $6,000 towards performers’ fees 
and event costs for Greek Day, a free community celebration on June 24th. The 
Assessment Committee encourages the organizers to articulate their precise vision for 
the cultural components of the all-day street festival. 
 
Islamic Heritage Society    $3,000 
A grant of $3,000 is recommended to this first-time applicant to support performers’ 
fees during the 3rd annual Canadian Islamic Cultural Expo, July 27-28, 2007 at the 
Vancouver Art Gallery’s Centennial Square. This free, publicly-accessible festival 
celebrates the diversity of Islamic culture in Canada through science and technology, 
heritage, and arts and architecture. 
 
Khalsa Diwan Society    $10,000 
The Assessment Committee recommends a city services grant for the annual Vaisakhi 
Procession. This key event in the South Asian community will take place on Saturday 
April 12, 2008 in the Sunset neighbourhood. The service grant will to cover up to 50% 
of police and engineering costs (to the program maximum of $10,000) for the annual 
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parade. The grant is recommended SUBJECT TO a FEST Committee meeting with the 
organizers. 
 
The Assessment Committee also reviewed a request for a cash grant to support the 
cultural programming of the procession. However, given the limited programming 
information provided in the application and the lack of clarity as to how previous-year 
cash grant contributions have enhanced event programming (e.g. building in artists’ 
remuneration, increasing outreach to multicultural performing groups, or enhancing 
pageantry elements of the procession), no cash grant is recommended in this highly 
competitive round. 
 
Latinos in Action Vancouver Foundation  $6,000 
A grant of $6,000 is recommended towards artists’ fees and production costs for Latin 
Summer Fest, a free event on August 19, 2007, which celebrates the diversity of Latin 
culture through arts, music and food at Trout Lake. The grant is recommended 
SUBJECT TO Park Board approval of the confirmed list of marketplace vendors prior to 
the 2007 event. 
 
Light Water Drums Society    $4,000 
A grant of $4,000 is recommended for the Light Water Drum Festival on January 26, 
2008. The resident and community-driven celebration includes pre-event lantern 
workshops leading to a program involving performances, lantern installations and a 
drum procession through the Sanctuary in Hastings Park and terminating with indoor 
activities at Hastings Community Centre. 
 
Little Mountain Neighbourhood House   $2,000 
The Assessment Committee recommends a grant of $2,000 for the Little 
Mountain/Riley Park Community Festival on June 17, 2007 at the Riley Park 
Community Centre. This year’s theme, “A Family of Communities” will celebrate the 
intergenerational and culturally diverse characteristics of the neighbourhood. The 
Assessment Committee noted the event’s strong youth engagement and encourages 
the organizers to build on the festival’s cultural component. 
 
Mount Pleasant Neighbourhood House  $2,000 
A grant of $2,000 is recommended for the annual Celebrate Mount Pleasant event. 
Scheduled for June 2, 2007 at Guelph Park and Mount Pleasant Elementary School 
grounds, this event promotes the positive aspects of this inner-city community. The 
Assessment Committee noted that this year’s event will have a higher community 
profile as it plays host to the Mount Pleasant Community Planning Team from the 
City’s Community Visions Program. The Assessment Committee encourages the event 
organizers to take this opportunity to position the celebration within the 
neighbourhood’s developing community vision. 
 
Myanmar Heritage Cultural Assn.   $1,000 
The Myanmar Heritage Cultural Association applied for funding for a Myanmar New 
Year Water Festival to be held on Saturday April 12, 2008 in the Oakridge 
neighbourhood. The Assessment Committee recommends a grant of $1,000 to help 
with event costs and artists’ fees for this celebration. Assessment Committee 
encourages the organizers to outreach to a wider community for its proposed cross-
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cultural exchange on new year traditions as well as event promotion to the general 
public. 
 
Pandora's Collective Outreach Society  $4,000 
A grant of $4,000 is recommended towards publicity fees and event costs for the 
annual Summer Dream Reading Festival on July 21, 2007. The all-day event showcases 
grassroots spoken word, poetry, storytelling and musical performances as well as an 
expanded children’s area at a new location at Lumberman’s Arch in Stanley Park. 
 
Pedal Energy Development Alternatives Power Association $2,000 
A grant of $2,000 is recommended to this first-time applicant for Pedal Fest: A 
Celebration of Bike Arts and Culture, taking place along East 17th Avenue between 
Main and Quebec Streets on September 22, 2007. The celebration will showcase the 
talents of fixed-gear bike riders and local cycling groups performing bike inspired 
street dance, it will screen films from local and regional cycling communities and it 
will offer free bike tune-ups and maintenance tips throughout the all-day event. 
 
Pride in Art Society     $4,000 
A grant of $4,000 is recommended to this first-time applicant towards artist fees for 
the Pride in Art Festival, a celebration of visual and performing arts that takes place 
at the Roundhouse Community Centre from July 30-August 15, 2007. 
 
Secret Lantern Society    $10,000 
The Assessment Committee recommends a maximum grant of $10,000 for artists’ fees 
and event costs for the annual Winter Solstice Lantern Festival on Friday December 21, 
2007. The celebration honours the return of the sun in a culturally diverse event. Pre-
event community outreach and workshops lead to site-specific solstice lantern 
processions, performances and installations in six Vancouver neighbourhoods. 
 
South Asian Family Assn.   $5,000 
A grant of $5,000 is recommended towards artists’ fees and event costs for the 5th 
annual South Asian Sawan Mela celebration on June 17, 2007 at the Rocky Mountaineer 
Station. This public event includes provides opportunities for cross cultural learning 
and participation in a tradition that celebrates young married South Asian women 
reconnecting with friends, families and communities. 
 
South Vancouver Neighbourhood House  $7,500 
A grant of $7,500 is recommended for programming, publicity and administrative costs 
of the 4th annual Vancouver Celebrates Diwali, a multi-faceted celebration of the 
South Asian festival of light held in November at various community venues. The 
Assessment Committee encourages the organizing group to investigate independent 
not-for-profit status, diversify its cash revenues, and continue to build audiences 
through increased publicity and marketing. 
 
Still Moon Arts Society    $7,000 
A grant of $7,000 is recommended for programming costs and publicity fees for the 
September Renfrew Ravine Moon Festival, which combines a neighbourhood harvest 
fair with community and professional arts performances and lantern installations in 
Renfrew Park. 
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Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival Society $3,000 
The Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival Society requested funding for its annual 
celebration to be held throughout Vancouver in March and April 2008. The celebration 
will welcome the return of spring in the Japanese tradition with participatory, cherry-
themed events such as hanami (blossom viewing), haiku-writing and blossom art 
painting as well as blossom walks, talks and demonstrations. The Assessment 
Committee encourages the organizers to work in closer partnership with the City’s 
Special Events Office in delivering its month-long series of events. 
 
Vancouver Dyke March and Festival Society $4,000 
A grant of $4,000 is recommended for publicity and programming costs of the August 
4, 2007 Dyke March and Festival, which culminates in an all-ages afternoon music 
festival for queer women, their families and supporters at Grandview Park during Pride 
weekend. 
 
Van. Intl. Bhangra Celebration Society  $1,500 
A first-time grant of $1,500 is recommended for artists’ fees and event costs for the 
January 2008 Bhangra:Authentic at the Norman Rothstein Theatre. The event, which 
explores the dance form and its traditional roots as part of a five-day festival of 
Bhangra music and dance, originates from the Punjab region of India. The Assessment 
Committee encourages the organizers to articulate in stronger terms, their vision and 
goals for the five-day festival. 
 
Vancouver Métis Association    $4,000 
The Assessment Committee recommends a grant of $4,000 for artists’ fees and event 
costs for Celebration Métis, an outdoor celebration of Métis music, dance and heritage 
held at the Vancouver Art Gallery’s Centennial Square on August 11, 2007. This year 
will mark the 4th anniversary of this festival that has successfully reached out to the 
Métis, Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal communities and cultural organizations and has 
attracted growing audiences. 
 
Vancouver Pride Society    $7,500 & $10,000 
The Assessment Committee recommends a cash grant of $7,500 towards the 29th 
annual Pride parade and festival on August 5, 2007. The Assessment Committee 
encourages the society to continue its efforts to strengthen its organizational capacity. 
In recognition of increased city services costs to the Society resulting from the 
exponential growth in the parade’s audience attendance, a service grant to cover up 
to 50% of police and engineering costs for the parade is also recommended (up to the 
program maximum of $10,000). 
 
Vancouver Venture for Diversity Society  $1,000 
A first-time grant of $1,000 is recommended for an Aboriginal Cultural Day celebration 
at the Aboriginal Friendship Centre in East Vancouver on June 30, 2007. The cultural 
program of this community-focused event is designed to showcase and celebrate the 
diversity within Canada’s First Nations communities and includes culinary displays and 
exhibits of crafts, performances by dancers and musicians, and author readings. 
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Vancouver Wooden Boat Society   $4,000 
A grant of $4,000 is recommended in support of artists’ fees and publicity costs for the 
20th annual Wooden Boat Festival on Granville Island scheduled for August 23-26, 
2007. The Assessment Committee noted opportunities within the festival's 
programming to build upon its cultural offerings and represent a more diverse range of 
maritime cultures and traditions. 
 
West End Senior's Network Society   $1,500 
A grant of $1,500 is recommended towards artists’ fees and event costs for the 
Strawberry Festival on June 23, 2007, presented by seniors in Barclay Heritage Square. 
The Assessment Committee encourages the organizing group to diversify its cash 
revenues and move toward prioritizing programming costs. 
 
 
NOT RECOMMENDED 
 
 
Colombian Canadian Community of BC 
The Colombian Canadian Community of BC applied for funding for the Colombian 
Canadian Summer Celebration to be held, in celebration of Colombian Independence 
Day, at an outdoor venue in July 2007. The Assessment Committee noted that the 
organizers were proposing an ambitious transition to an all-day outdoor celebration 
from the previously-held indoor concert. The organizers are encouraged to further 
develop their vision around the event, and be able to confirm venue and communicate 
logistics planning. In a competitive round, no grant is recommended. 
 
Fiji Indian Association of BC 
While the impact of the annual Fiji Festival in the Fijian Indian community was 
recognized, the proposal did not articulate an outreach plan to engage the broader 
community. With the limited information presented in the application, the Assessment 
Committee also had outstanding questions regarding the organization’s fundraising 
strategies, financial management and plans for producing the proposed event. In a 
competitive round, no grant is recommended. 
 
Hastings Elementary Community School Parent Advisory Council 
While the Assessment Committee noted the significance of the 100th Anniversary event 
for the school in 2008, the application lacked specifics on broader community 
engagement and outreach. Therefore, in the context of a competitive grant round, no 
grant is recommended to this first-time applicant. 
 
Peretz Centre for Secular Jewish Culture 
The Peretz Centre for Secular Jewish Culture applied for funding for the Festival of 
Latin American Jewish Culture to be held in the Peretz Centre in February 2008. The 
Assessment Committee encourages the organizers to pursue its outreach goals with 
confirmed community partners to meet its potential for cross-cultural sharing between 
Latin American, Jewish and mainstream participants. This year, in the context of a 
competitive round, no grant is recommended. 
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Southlands Riding Club 
The Southlands Riding Club requested funding to cover promotional costs for its annual 
Southlands Country Fair. The Assessment Committee noted that, while the organizers 
articulated a distinct niche for the event, they had not articulated a need for grant 
funding. The Assessment Committee points the organizers to another City of 
Vancouver program, Transit Shelter Advertising, which may be able to address their 
desire to increase city-wide publicity. In the context of a competitive round, no cash 
grant is recommended. 
 
Spirits Rising Memorial Society 
The Spirits Rising Memorial Society requested a grant to cover costs associated with a 
dedication ceremony to mark the completion of carving and raising of a memorial 
totem pole dedicated to the missing and murdered women of Vancouver’s Downtown 
Eastside. The Assessment Committee noted a lack of detail regarding the ceremony’s 
cultural programming component and missing information about the project’s 
progress, timeline and fundraising efforts. In a competitive round, no grant is 
recommended. 
 
Stanley Park Bike Festival Society 
Stanley Park Bike Festival Society requested a grant to cover the costs of cultural 
programming, administration and promotional expenses for the Stanley Park Bike 
Festival. The Assessment Committee noted the lack of clarity as to how previous-year 
cash grant contributions have enhanced the cultural programming in the event. In a 
competitive round, no grant is recommended. 
 
United Native Nations Society 
The United Native Nations Society requested funding to cover the costs of a parade 
along East Hastings Street and ceremony at Victory Square to recognize National 
Aboriginal Veterans Day. The Assessment Committee noted unconfirmed revenues and 
missing critical information in the application. In a competitive round, no grant is 
recommended. 
 
United Vietnamese Canadian Community in BC Society 
The United Vietnamese Canadian Community in BC Society requested funding to cover 
the costs of a Mid-Autumn Children’s Celebration. The Assessment Committee noted 
missing critical information in the application regarding programming, outreach and 
logistics. The organizers are encouraged to further develop their vision and niche 
around the event. In a competitive round, no grant is recommended. 
 














































































































