
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

CITY OF VANCOUVER 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 

 
 Report Date: April 2, 2007 
 Author: Annitta Lee 
 Phone No.: 604.871.6025 
 RTS No.: 06594 
 VanRIMS No.: 06-3200-10 
 Meeting Date: April 17, 2007 
 
 
TO: Vancouver City Council 

FROM: Director of the Housing Centre 

SUBJECT: Housing Agreement for 237 Keefer Street 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

A. THAT Council approve entering into a housing agreement with the owner of 237 
Keefer Street, as summarized in this report and as shown in the form of 
agreement attached hereto, and subject to finalization to the satisfaction of 
the Director of Legal Services and Director of the Housing Centre, but that no 
legal rights or obligations be created or will arise until the agreement as 
authorized by by-law is signed. 

 
B. THAT the Director of Legal Services be instructed to bring forward a by-law to 

enter into the Housing Agreement.  

GENERAL MANAGER'S COMMENTS 

 The General Manager of Community Services RECOMMENDS approval of A and B. 

COUNCIL POLICY 

Council’s housing priorities are to maintain and expand housing opportunities in Vancouver for 
low-and-modest income households with priority being given to families with children; seniors 
on fixed incomes or in need of support; SRO residents; and the mentally ill, physically 
disabled, and others at risk of homelessness. 
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DISCUSSION 

The owner of 237 Keefer Street has applied to the City for a development permit (DE410451) 
to add two storeys to an existing three-storey retail/office building and to convert the 
building to retail/residential uses, with a total of 30 residential dwelling units on second 
through fifth floors.  A retail store would be located on the ground floor.  The development 
application further proposed to reconfigure the existing open parking area at grade accessed 
from the rear lane on this site.  The building is situated in Chinatown zoned HA-1A.  Retail 
and dwelling uses are permitted as outright approval uses in HA-1A zone. 
 
The applicant requested a parking relaxation in return for entering into a housing agreement 
with the City. The proposed housing agreement will secure 12 units on the second floor for 
low-to-moderate income seniors receiving assistance from the Province’s SAFER (Shelter Aid 
for Elderly Renters) program, and 18 units from third to fifth floors for market rental, all for a 
period of 15 years.  Section 565.2 of the Vancouver Charter provides that Council may, by 
bylaw, enter into a housing agreement that in effect will provide for affordable and special 
needs housing.  The development permit is now ready to issue, subject to the completion of 
the housing agreement. 
 
SAFER is a Provincial program which provides direct cash assistance to seniors with low-to- 
moderate income who pay rent for their homes.  This program is available to seniors with an 
annual income of less than $27,996 for singles, and $30,204 for couples.  SAFER reimburses 
between 35% and 90% of the difference between 30% of their total income and the total 
amount of their rent.  The program provides the most subsidy to people with the least 
income.     
 
The housing agreement is attached as Appendix A.  The major features of the proposed 
housing agreement are noted as follow: 
 
Terms of the Agreement 
 

1. All 30 (thirty) residential units will be kept available for monthly rental for a period of 
15 years. 

2. During the 15 year rental period, twelve (12) of the thirty (30) rental units will be kept 
available for use by seniors receiving SAFER assistance. 

3. Priority for the seniors’ units will be given to eligible persons residing in the City of 
Vancouver, east of Main Street. 

4. During the 15 year rental period, eighteen (18) of the thirty (30) residential units will 
be kept available for residential purposes market rental on a month to month basis. 

5. The lands may be subdivided by strata plan during the rental period, but one person or 
entity must own all of the residential strata lots created thereby and all residential 
units in the building must continue to be used in accordance with this agreement. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no financial implications for the City. 
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CONCLUSION 

Both rental housing and low income seniors housing are in short supply in the City.  The 
proposed housing agreement presents an opportunity to add and secure 12 units for low-to-
moderate income seniors and 18 units for rental for 15 years.  This is consistent with Council’s 
priorities to maintain and expand affordable rental housing.  This form of development is also 
consistent with the Housing Plan for the Downtown Eastside and the Downtown Eastside 
Revitalization Program. 
 
It is recommended that Council approve the housing agreement in principle and instruct the 
Director of Legal Services to bring forward a by-law to enter into the housing agreement. 
 
 
 
 
 

* * * * * 
 

 
 




















