
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CITY OF VANCOUVER 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 

 
 Report Date: October 26, 2006 
 Author: Marnie Rice 
 Phone No.: 604.871.6634 
 RTS No.: 06183 
 VanRIMS No.: 05-5000-10 
 Meeting Date: November 16, 2006 
 
 
TO: Standing Committee on City Services and Budgets 

FROM: Assistant Director, Office of Cultural Affairs 

SUBJECT: 2006 Celebration Grant Recommendations, Fall Deadline 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council approve a total of $88,750 in Celebration Grants to 12 organizations 
listed in Tables 1 and 2. Source of funds to be the 2006 Celebration Grants budget. 

GENERAL MANAGER'S COMMENTS 

The General Manager of Community Services recommends approval of the foregoing. 

COUNCIL POLICY 

Council approved creation of the Celebration Grants program in October 2002 for cash grants 
to community-based festivals, celebrations and large scale parades. 
 
In July 2003, Council approved the establishment of a new service grant component of the 
program, which may provide an offset of up to 50% to the cost of city services (police and 
engineering) incurred by major parades to a maximum sum of $10,000. 
 
Approval of grant recommendations requires eight affirmative votes. 

Supports Item No. 2       
CS&B Committee Agenda 
November 16, 2006 
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PURPOSE 

This report recommends grants to 12 organizations, outlines selection processes, discusses the 
applications in more detail (Appendix A), appends the evaluation criteria in the Program 
Information Guide (Appendix B), and includes front pages of the applications (Appendix C). 

BACKGROUND 

In October 2002, Council established the Celebration Grants program as a means of 
encouraging and assisting community-based cultural festivals, celebrations and major 
parades. Through their provision of cultural interaction and entertainment, these events 
contribute to building a stronger sense of community in Vancouver. 
 
On-going outreach is conducted in the community through a variety of channels: public 
service announcements, web page, paid ads, and an e-mailed distribution list targeted to the 
ethno-cultural and broader community. Staff host a twice-annual public information meeting 
about the program for prospective applicants. 
 
Applicants were first screened for eligibility and then, as available, interviewed by OCA staff. 
A further technical review for operational issues and permit or site requirements was then 
conducted by representatives from Cultural Affairs, Park Board and Engineering. Where the 
technical committee identified possible need for further follow up with organizations prior to 
their event, conditions, such as meeting with FEST Committee partners, were proposed to be 
placed on recommendation prior to release of grant funds. One organization that applied to 
the program was referred to the Opportunity Initiatives program as the festival programming 
was deemed to be a better match to Opportunity Initiatives. 
 
Since the program’s first intake of applications in 2003, the number of applicant organizations 
has continued to increase. Like other grant programs, this creates a competitive environment; 
therefore only those that best meet all evaluative criteria can be recommended for funding. 
 
An Assessment Committee comprised of independent community members and Staff, review 
applications based on criteria that include: cultural or community interest, organizational 
competence, and community impact. See Appendix B for detailed program guidelines and 
criteria. 

DISCUSSION 

Celebration Cash Grants: 
 
For the Celebration Grants second deadline on September 11th, there were 18 applications 
received, totalling a combined cash and city services request of $167,942 and an available 
budget of $88,750. Among the 18 total applicant organizations, three also requested $24,000 
in funding from the city service component of Celebration Grants. 
 
The applications were reviewed by an Assessment Committee comprised of Staff and three 
independent community members with a range of experience and expertise with both 
professional and community-based cultural events. The independent members are: 
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• Rachel Flood: Poet, Author, founder and former Executive Director, Sista’Hood Celebration 
• Elisabeth Geller: Manager, Community & Environment Programs, Vancity  
• Victor Martinez Aja: Festival Coordinator, Vancouver Latin American Film Festival 
 
These consensus recommendations reflect a careful assessment of each application in the 
context of cultural or community interest, organizational capacity, and community impact.  
The Assessment Committee recommended funding in this category to 11 applicants as per 
Table 1, reflecting those projects which best met the evaluation criteria as outlined in 
Appendix B: Celebration Grants Program Information Guidelines. 
 

 
TABLE 1: CASH GRANT RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Organization Name Requested Recommended 
Brazilian Community Association $ 9,300 $ 4,000 

Burmese Canadian Community Society $ 10,500 $ 3,000 

Celtic Fest Vancouver Society $ 15,000 $ 14,750 

Centre of Integration for African Immigrants $ 8,000 $ 4,500 

Chinese Benevolent Association of Vancouver $ 10,000 $ 10,000 

Community Arts Workshop Society $ 3,500 $ 2,000 

Eastside Culture Crawl Society $ 9,000 $ 9,000 

Evergreen Environmental Foundation $ 6,500 $ 3,000 

Khalsa Diwan Society $ 5,000 $0 

Kitsilano Neighbourhood House $ 6,642 $0 

Light Water Drums Society $ 4,500 $ 4,000 

Myanmar Heritage Cultural Association $ 7,000 $0 

Peretz Centre for Secular Jewish Culture $ 7,000 $0 

Secret Lantern Society $ 14,000 $ 14,000 

Taiwanese Canadian Cultural Society $ 4,000 $0 

Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival Society $ 10,000 NA* 

Vancouver International Bhangra Celebration Society $ 10,000 $0 

Vancouver Rhythm and Dance $ 4,000 $ 1,000 

Total  $ 143,942  $ 69,250 
 
 

* This application was withdrawn and referred to the Opportunities Initiatives program. 
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Celebration Service Grants: 
 
The service grants component is available to help offset up to 50% of the cost of city services 
incurred by major parades a maximum sum of $10,000. The Assessment Committee 
recommended funding to three organizations in this category as per Table 2. 
 

 
TABLE 2: SERVICE GRANT RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Organization Name Requested Recommended 
Celtic Fest Vancouver Society  $ 10,000  $ 6,000 

Chinese Benevolent Association. of Vancouver  $ 4,000  $ 3,500 

Khalsa Diwan Society  $ 10,000  $ 10,000 

Total  $ 24,000  $ 19,500 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The 2006 Celebration Grants program budget is $196,250. In spring 2006 Council allocated a 
total of $107,500, leaving a balance of $67,250 in the cash grant component of the program 
and $21,500 in the city service component of the program. The Assessment Committee 
recommends shifting $2,000 of the city services to the cash grants component of the program 
per Tables 1 and 2 where there is currently the greatest pressure on the budget. 
 
Approval of recommendations in Tables 1 and 2 (cash $69,250 and city services $19,500) will 
leave no balance in the 2006 Celebration Grants program budget. 

CONCLUSION 

The Celebration Grants program provides support to community organizations holding 
festivals and celebrations throughout the year and throughout Vancouver’s neighbourhoods. 
The program continues to strive to be flexible enough to allow access to new organizations 
and events while providing encouragement to more established organizations to build both 
stronger events and organizational capacity. 
 
The Assistant Director, Office of Cultural Affairs notes the importance of the Assessment 
Committee’s expertise, insight, and carefully balanced recommendations and recommends 
approval. 
 
 

* * * * *
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2006 CELEBRATION GRANTS RECOMMENDATIONS: 2nd DEADLINE 
 
RECOMMENDED 
 
Brazilian Community Association   $4,000 
The Brazilian Community Association applied for funding to support free, family-
oriented Carnaval workshops, presentations and exhibits in February 2007 at the 
Roundhouse Community Centre. The Assessment Committee recommends a grant of 
$4,000 targeted to event costs and on-going outreach for the organization to showcase 
Brazilian culture and Carnaval traditions. 
 
Burmese Canadian Community Society  $3,000 
The Burmese Canadian Community Society applied for funding for a Burmese New Year 
Festival to be held at the Croatian Cultural Centre on Saturday April 14, 2007. The 
Assessment Committee recommends a grant of $3,000 to help with event costs and 
artist fees for this celebration. Noting the society’s already established community 
partnerships, the Assessment Committee encourages the organization to continue to 
outreach to a wider general public. The grant is recommended SUBJECT TO 
confirmation of a host venue for the event. 
 
Celtic Fest Vancouver Society    $14,750 + $6,000 
A cash grant of $14,750 is recommended for the costs of producing the 6th annual 
CelticFest Vancouver—a multi-stage outdoor festival, weekend street market, and 
parade—which attracts a city-wide audience to its downtown location from March 14-
18, 2007. A service grant to cover up to 50% of police and engineering costs (to a 
maximum of $6,000) for the 4th annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade is also recommended. 
 
Centre of Integration for African Immigrants $4,500 
A grant of $4,500 is recommended towards the costs of presenting the all-day Black 
History Market and Cultural Showcase, part of Black History Month, on Saturday 
February 24, 2007 at the WareHouse in the Renfrew-Collingwood neighbourhood. The 
Assessment Committee recommends targeting funds to assist the organization with its 
marketing and outreach costs. 
 
Chinese Benevolent Association of Vancouver $10,000 + $3,500 
A cash grant of $10,000 is recommended for the costs of producing the Chinese New 
Year Parade on Sunday, February 18, 2007. This large-scale parade includes a diverse 
number of professional and community groups and attracts a city-wide audience to its 
Chinatown location. A service grant to cover up to 50% of police and engineering costs 
(to a maximum of $3,500) for the annual parade is also recommended. 
 
Community Arts Workshop Society   $2,000 
A grant of $2,000 for increased outreach, publicity costs and artists’ fees is 
recommended for the free, all-ages, participatory Alice: The Festival event featuring 
the 14th annual Alice in Wonderland Tea Party on Sunday, July 30, 2007 at Trout Lake 
Park. 
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Eastside Culture Crawl Society   $9,000 
The Assessment Committee recommends a grant of $9,000 for marketing, publicity and 
administration costs of this open studio tour and arts festival. Hundreds of artists and 
craftspeople open their studio doors free-of-charge to the public in over 38 buildings 
during the November 24-26, 2006 weekend celebration which takes place in the 
neighbourhoods of Strathcona and Grandview-Woodlands. 
 
Evergreen Environmental Foundation  $3,000 
The Evergreen Environmental Foundation applied for funding for the cultural 
component of its annual Earth Day Celebration proposed for a new location at Jericho 
Beach Park on Saturday April 21, 2007. The Assessment Committee recommends a 
grant of $3,000 to be targeted to artists’ fees, production and pre-event workshop 
costs. The grant is recommended SUBJECT TO the provision of a detailed site map and 
issuance of Park Board permits for the event. 
 
Khalsa Diwan Society    $10,000 
The Assessment Committee recommends a city services grant for the annual Vaisakhi 
Procession. This key event in the South Asian community will take place on Saturday 
April 14, 2007 in the Sunset neighbourhood. The service grant will to cover up to 50% 
of police and engineering costs (to the program maximum of $10,000) for the annual 
parade. The grant is recommended SUBJECT TO a FEST Committee meeting with the 
organizers. 
 
The Assessment Committee also reviewed a request for a cash grant to support the 
cultural programming of the procession. However, given the limited programming 
information provided in the application and the lack of clarity as to how previous-year 
cash grant contributions have enhanced event programming (e.g. building in artists’ 
remuneration, increasing outreach to multicultural performing groups, or enhancing 
pageantry elements of the procession) or aided in increased city-wide publicity, no 
cash grant is recommended in this highly competitive round. 
 
Light Water Drums Society    $4,000 
A grant of $4,000 is recommended for the Light Water Drum Festival: Beating Back the 
Dark of Winter on January 27, 2007. The resident and community-driven celebration 
includes pre-event lantern workshops leading to a program involving performances, 
lantern installations and a drum procession from the Italian Gardens through the 
Sanctuary in Hastings Park and terminating at Hastings Community Centre. 
 
Secret Lantern Society    $14,000 
The Assessment Committee recommends a grant for $14,000 for artist fees and event 
costs for the annual Winter Solstice Lantern Festival on Friday December 22, 2006. 
Produced with multiple community partners and a large volunteer base, the 
celebration draws thousands of participants to honour the return of the sun in a 
culturally diverse, neighbourhoods-based event. Pre-event community outreach and 
workshops lead to site-specific solstice lantern processions, performances and 
installations in six Vancouver neighbourhoods. 
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Vancouver Rhythm and Dance Society  $1,000 
A grant of $1,000 is recommended for programming and marketing costs of the World 
Rhythm Festival, May 11-12, 2007 at the Vancouver Community College, a new 
initiative comprised of drumming and dance concerts and workshops celebrating 
international rhythm and dance. 
 
 
NOT RECOMMENDED 
 
Kitsilano Neighbourhood House 
The neighbourhood house’s December Winter Solstice Celebration was proposed as 
opportunity to share community’s diverse cultural and faith-based practices through 
workshops, story sharing and an illuminated outdoor procession. The Assessment 
Committee noted that the organization did not define its unique niche or the 
anticipated community impact for this inaugural event. In a competitive round, no 
grant is recommended. 
 
Myanmar Heritage Cultural Association 
The Myanmar Heritage Cultural Association applied for funding for the Myanmar New 
Year Water Festival on Saturday April 14, 2007. With another event proposed to 
celebrate and share Burmese traditions to the same primary audience on this day, the 
organization did not define its unique niche for this event. The Assessment Committee 
encourages the organization in its pursuit to develop community partnerships that will 
aid in sustaining the event. In the context of a competitive round, the Assessment 
Committee does not recommend a grant. 
 
Peretz Centre for Secular Jewish Culture 
The Peretz Centre for Secular Jewish Culture applied for funding for the Festival of 
Latin American Jewish Culture to be held in the Peretz Centre in early November 
2006. The Assessment Committee noted that the event could be an opportunity for 
cross-cultural sharing between Latin American, Jewish and mainstream participants. 
The Assessment Committee encourages the organizers to pursue its outreach goals 
with confirmed community partners and diversify its revenues in advance of the event. 
This year, in the context of a competitive round, no grant is recommended. 
 
Taiwanese Canadian Cultural Society 
The proposed Lunar New Year in Taiwan Celebration was seen as an opportunity to 
educate and share the Taiwanese cultural heritage. The Assessment Committee noted 
the high administrative expenses in relation to the event's overall budget, a lack of 
proposed payments to artists and available resources within the organization to sustain 
the event. In the context of a competitive round, no grant is recommended. 
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Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival Society 
The Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival Society requested funding for the Vancouver 
Cherry Blossom Celebration to be held throughout Vancouver in March and April 2007. 
Since its inaugural year in 2006, the Festival’s objectives and scope have evolved that 
it addresses program objectives in the Opportunity Initiatives program. Specifically, it 
meets the criteria for cultural/botanical tourism strategy to position Vancouver as a 
travel destination during a tourism shoulder season. Because of this, the Assessment 
Committee referred this application to the Opportunity Initiatives program for 
assessment in fall 2006. Staff note that the application will be evaluated in a new 
competition and the referral of this request does not guarantee support under the 
other program. 
 
Vancouver International Bhangra Celebration Society 
The Vancouver International Bhangra Celebration Society requested funding for a 5-
day celebration of Bhangra music and dance, originating from the Punjab region of 
India. The Assessment Committee noted a lack of clarity in the application as well as 
unconfirmed programming for the event which is set for January 2007. In a 
competitive round, no grant is recommended. 
 














































