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TO: Standing Committee on Transportation and Traffic 

FROM: General Manager of Engineering Services in consultation with the Project 
Manager, Southeast False Creek & Olympic Village and the Director of 
Current Planning 
 

SUBJECT: Southeast False Creek Sustainable Transportation Strategies 

 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council receive this report for information. 

COUNCIL POLICY 

In May 1997, Council adopted the City of Vancouver Transportation Plan which 
emphasizes the need for increased provision and use of transit, traffic calming in 
neighborhoods, and providing more comfortable biking and walking environments.  

In March 2005 Council approved the Official Development Plan for Southeast False 
Creek (SEFC), which sets the framework for development of the SEFC neighbourhood, 
including the Olympic Village sub-area. 

PURPOSE 

This report is to inform Council that the City has won a Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities (FCM) - CH2M HILL Sustainable Community Award for the comprehensive 
range of sustainable transportation strategies developed for the SEFC neighbourhood.  
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BACKGROUND 

FCM and CH2M HILL established the Sustainable Community Awards in 2000 to promote 
and recognize municipal leadership and excellence in service delivery through 
initiatives that address environmental, economic and social issues. 
 
At FCM’s annual conference in Montreal on June 3rd, 2006, the City received an FCM-
CH2M HILL Sustainable Community Award in the Sustainable Transportation category.  
The City was honoured for the wide range of ecologically, socially, and economically 
sustainable transportation choices that will be provided for future residents in SEFC.   
 
The City’s original award submission to FCM was entitled “Southeast False Creek 
Sustainable Transportation Strategies” and is attached as Appendix A. 

DISCUSSION 

SEFC is being redeveloped into a model sustainable development based on 
environmental, social and economic principles where people will live, work, play, and 
learn. It will be the location of the Vancouver Olympic Village for athletes and officials 
during the 2010 Winter Games, and home to an estimated 14,400 people by 2018.   
 
The general planning principles that guided the development of SEFC were identified 
as part of the SEFC Policy Statement in 1999.  With respect to sustainable 
transportation, the following direction was developed: 
 

“The transportation network will greatly shape the neighbourhood’s form and 
liveability.  Developing transportation and circulation systems, which focus on 
pedestrian and bicycle paths and transit linkages, is of primary importance in 
ensuring a liveable and environmentally sustainable waterfront 
neighbourhood.”                              

 
The framework for the development of the SEFC neighbourhood including its 
sustainable transportation strategies were approved by Council as part of the SEFC 
Official Development Plan (ODP) in 2005.  The following specific strategy for 
sustainable transportation was approved: 
 

“The movement system is to reflect the city’s transportation priorities, in 
descending order of importance, of pedestrians, bicycles, transit, goods 
movement, and automobiles. Movement system planning is to support 
transportation alternatives to vehicles by requiring dedicated space for bicycle 
lanes, greenways, and tramways, and limited automobile ownership through 
parking demand management and the proactive application of neighbourhood 
transportation demand management.” 

The SEFC plan contains some of North America's highest sustainable transportation 
standards.  Access and mobility in SEFC provides for all modes of transportation, giving 
top priority to pedestrians and cyclists, followed by transit, service vehicles and 
automobiles.  Residents will have access to key amenities within convenient walking 
distance.  
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SEFC will have a highly walkable street and block pattern and many pedestrian routes.  
When compared to any other neighbourhood, SEFC will have streets with the minimal 
amount of street space for private vehicles and a substantial amount of street space 
devoted to higher priority transportation modes for bicycle lanes, greenways, and 
tramways.  Wherever possible, the street design will provide stormwater, landscaping, 
and permeable surface treatments.    
 
A quality public transit system will support SEFC as a transit-oriented development and 
decrease vehicular usage and automobile ownership.   Two nearby rapid transit lines, 
a cross-town bus route, and ferries will make commuting easier.  Another element of 
SEFC transit planning includes integrating a new transit service, the proposed 
Downtown Streetcar, into the community.  SEFC will have the broadest array of transit 
service next to Downtown. 
 
SEFC is unique in its ODP commitment to proactively provide an integrated sustainable 
transportation approach effective at shifting travel behaviour from automobiles to 
alternative modes.  Automobile ownership will be limited through parking demand 
management and the proactive application of neighbourhood transportation demand 
management measures.   
 
Most notably in terms of sustainable transportation innovation, SEFC is the first 
community in Canada, possibly in North America, to provide car-sharing vehicles and 
spaces throughout an entire neighbourhood as part of the development process.  The 
most profound effect that proactive car-sharing will likely have in SEFC is the ability to 
prevent a significant portion of its residents from moving into the community with 
more than one vehicle, while allowing those without any vehicle to function as well.   
 
Once all of the sustainable transportation strategies are implemented, it's forecast 
that at least 60 per cent of daily trips by SEFC residents will be made without a car. As 
such, SEFC will contribute to significant reductions in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. 
Compared to similar urban neighbourhoods, SEFC will decrease GHG emissions by 25 to 
50 per cent and produce as little as one third when compared to a low density 
suburban development. 

CONCLUSION 

The City won a FCM-CH2M Hill 2006 Sustainable Community Award in the Sustainable 
Transportation category for the development of its SEFC neighbourhood. The SEFC 
plan contains some of North America's highest sustainable transportation standards and 
it’s forecast that at least 60 per cent of daily trips will be made without a car.  
 
 

* * * * * 
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