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TO: Standing Committee on Transportation and Traffic 

FROM: General Manager of Engineering Services 

SUBJECT: Vernon Drive and Pender Street Traffic Diverter 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

A. THAT the temporary traffic diverter on Vernon Drive at Pender Street be made 
permanent as described in this report and illustrated in Appendix A. 

 
B. THAT the estimated cost of $30,000 be provided for the permanent installation 

from the Streets Basic Capital Account CBEA5A - Local Area Traffic Plans and 
Other Improvements.  

 
C. THAT subject to 2007 budget review, the Traffic Operations Maintenance 

Budget be increased by $200, without offset and the Street Operations 
Maintenance Budget be increased by $1600, without offset. 

COUNCIL POLICY 

There is no applicable Council Policy. 

PURPOSE 

This report seeks approval and funding for a permanent traffic diverter at the intersection of 
Vernon Drive and Pender Street. 
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BACKGROUND 

A temporary traffic diverter was installed on Vernon Drive at Pender Street in August 2000, at 
the request of the Strathcona Neighbourhood Integrated Service Team (NIST), to address 
residents' concerns about street prostitution and non-local traffic shortcutting on Vernon 
Drive.  On December 11, 2001 the Committee had before it an Administrative Report dated 
November 20, 2001 (see Appendix B – Council Report), in which the General Manager of 
Engineering Services sought Council’s approval and funding for a permanent traffic diverter at 
the intersection of Vernon Drive and Pender Street.  The item was postponed to a future 
meeting in order to receive additional information from staff due to concerns raised by Mr. 
Dave Mills, a local business owner (see Appendix C - Minutes).  His main concern was the fact 
that the oversize trucks which frequent his business would not be able to negotiate around 
the diverter without violating the one-way restriction.  Also, he was concerned about the lack 
of on-street parking for his employees due to the introduction of live/work residential units. 

DISCUSSION 

City staff met with Mr. Dave Mills of Johnstone Boiler & Tank and reviewed the revised 
design.  He agreed that the new design would allow the oversize trucks to legally negotiate 
around the diverter.  City staff also reviewed the revised design with some of the local 
residents and they were very supportive and especially excited about the addition of 
landscaped green space into their neighbourhood which the new design includes.  In regards 
to Mr. Mills’ parking concerns, by introducing live/work residential units into an industrial 
neighbourhood, it is inevitable that an increased number of vehicles will compete for on-
street parking.  The diverter itself has very little bearing on the available on-street parking as 
it only reduces a couple of parking stalls.   

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The estimated capital cost of installing a permanent diverter is $30,000. Funding for this 
project is available from Streets Basic Capital Account CBEA5A - Local Area Traffic Plans and 
Other Improvements. In addition to the capital costs for this project, there will be 
maintenance costs associated with the signing and landscaping of the diverter. It is 
recommended that subject to 2007 budget review, the Traffic Operations Maintenance Budget 
be increased by $200 and the Streets Operations Maintenance Budget be increased by $1600, 
without offset, commencing in 2007. 

CONCLUSION 

The temporary traffic diverter on Vernon Drive at Pender Street has reduced both general 
traffic volumes and truck volumes on Vernon Drive. The proposal to make the diverter 
permanent is met with strong support from local area residents and is also supported by half 
the local area businesses.  
 

* * * * * 
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APPENDIX A 
 

Geometric Design of Vernon Drive and Pender Street Traffic Diverter 
 
 

 












