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PURPOSE 

This report presents the results of the staff team’s reconsideration of one Project application 
and one Operating application from the Operating and Project Grants deadline of December 
8, 2004, as requested by the two applicants. It further presents staff recommendations based 
upon the outcomes of the reconsideration process. 

BACKGROUND 

In November 1994, Council approved the Request for Reconsideration process for Cultural 
Operating and Project Grants. The process is as follows: 
 

• Applicants are notified in writing of staff’s recommendations in early March and made 
aware of the Reconsideration process. 

• Applicants wishing to dispute a recommendation, must notify the Office of Cultural 
Affairs, in writing, by a specified deadline (mid-March). 

• Applicants must specify the grounds for reconsideration as per Reconsideration policy. 
• Staff will review the applicant’s request, as well as information provided in the 

original application and during discussions with the applicant. Applicants will be 
contacted if there are questions. 

• Staff prepare a written summary of their findings which will include staff’s reasons for 
initial recommendations, the applicant’s reasons for seeking reconsideration, and 
staff’s responses. This is presented to City Council for consideration. 

 
The request for reconsideration process is not intended to revisit questions of artistic merit, 
organizational competence or any number of the evaluative criteria. Requests are considered 
only on the grounds of eligibility criteria not being properly applied and/or the inaccurate 
assessment of financial information. 
 
“Eligibility” refers to the type of organization and activities that qualify for cultural grants 
(applicants must be registered non-profit cultural organizations, based and active in 
Vancouver, and meet a number of other requirements listed in the Instructions for Applicants 
sheet attached to the application form). Financial information relates to staff assessment of 
financial information supplied by the applicant during (not after) the application review. 
 
The guidelines for Request for Reconsideration are attached in Appendix B. 

DISCUSSION 

On March 29th, Council approved Operating and Project grants totalling $1,443,300, leaving a 
balance of $7,500 in the Operating budget and $47,600 in the Project Budget (for the second 
2005 Project deadline). Approved grant recommendations did not include applicants who had 
requested reconsideration. 
 
All applicants were advised of staff recommendations in a letter sent in early March 2005, 
along with reasons for recommended reductions or no grants. Two organizations requested 
reconsideration as follows: 
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Organization Original Request Original Recommendation 
Basil & Thyme Jazz Society $10,000 $0 
Children’s Arts Umbrella Assn $15,000 $7,500 
 
Both organizations have cited either eligibility criteria, financial assessment, or both, as 
grounds for reconsideration. However, neither organization has addressed these criteria, but 
rather questions relating to evaluative criteria. 
 
Notwithstanding the above, staff members reviewed the submissions for reconsideration, 
conducted a second review of the original applications and supporting materials. Staff also 
met with representatives from both organizations. The written submission from both 
applicants, together with the staff analysis is attached in Appendix A. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Approval of these recommendations leaves no balance in the 2005 Operating budget and an 
unallocated balance of $47,600 in the Project budget for the second 2005 Project deadline. 

CONCLUSION 

Staff conclude that neither of the applicants have demonstrated that they meet the criteria 
for reconsideration. Both organizations are contesting recommendations which are based on 
questions of evaluation. Upon review of the applications for reconsideration, staff continue to 
recommend no Project grant to the Basil and Thyme Jazz Society and an Operating grant of 
$7,500 to the Children’s Arts Umbrella Association. The written staff analysis is attached in 
Appendix A.  
 

* * * * * 
 




























