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Monday May 29th 2017 
 
My name is Sarah Sheridan I oppose this development at 105 Keefer. I stand with the Chinatown Concern Group and 
Chinatown Action Group in opposition. 
  
I acknowledge that I’m a settler on these indigenous lands of the coast salish people-the xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam), 
Skxwú7mesh (Squamish), and Tsleil-Waututh people. It’s important to note how many speakers have come forth to 
defend Chinatown to stop the further displacement of yet another racialized community on these very same lands. 
  
I also support the suggestion from King-Mong Chan, with Chinatown Concern Group, who requested for more time 
for speakers in need of translation. Essentially, this council has only heard ½ of what the chinese speaking population 
has wanted to say so far about this development because of this practice that prioritizes people like me who speak 
english, the language of the original colonizers of this land. 
  
I have been in attendance or watching online throughout the course of last week’s speakers and I can only imagine 
how hard it would be for some, specifically the chinese seniors, to stand up in front of city officials, most of whom 
don’t speak their native language, and express their positions and vocalize their needs, when their needs have 
historically never been met by this or any other level of government. 
  
I was also present last October at the rally on the day that this city charged $370 for a single-day ticket to a housing 
solutions conference. I was proud to find out that Mrs. Kong (a chinese senior from concern group who spoke the 
other night) when asked for her $370 ticket, told city security to take the cost of her ticket from the money her family 
paid for canada’s head tax. 
  
I hoped to speak after the other speakers but was surprised to hear that Day 4 of hearing speakers would take place 
at 9:30am on a Monday morning. Because of this, I’m unable to attend so I’ve decided to send a letter. In my letter, 
I’d like to draw some attention to the links between the overdose crisis and the gentrification of Chinatown. 
  
Over 1000 people have been killed by preventable overdose in bc since the beginning of 2016. But drug prohibition 
began over a hundred years ago in canada with laws, later known as the indian act, preventing indigenous people 
from drinking and possessing alcohol. But specific to what I want to talk about is what happened in 1908. 
  
In 1908 canada made opium smoking illegal. But how is this relevant to what’s happening now with 105 Keefer? Well, 
canada made opium illegal so they could make criminals of, charge, and deport chinese people who lived in canada 
who tended to smoke pure, crude opium. This law, the opium act, came into effect after then-federal labour minister 
Mackenzie King came to Vancouver after a labour rally riot the year before, when japanese and chinese storefronts 
were smashed by white workers who blamed these communities for a lack of jobs. During King’s visit he met with 
anti-opium organizers and learned of the opium used mostly in vancouver by the chinese population. The year 
following, the opium act was law, motivated by racism. White settlers, however, continued to use their preference of 
liquid opium. Their white traditions were permitted. 
  
This act worked as a way to control and displace chinese communities to benefit white workers and to continuing the 
government’s goal of making canada a white nation. It was a way to prioritize the needs of white people over Chinese 
people. And this racist law has grown to eventually become the federal government’s current Controlled Drug and 
Substances Act. 
  
Fast forward to 105 keefer. This development is being proposed in the same neighbourhood where chinese people 
were made to live a hundred years ago. The mayor has spoken out publicly about the overdose crisis. But the laws 
causing this crisis are rooted in displacing the Chinese community, something that will you too will be at fault for if you 
approve this development. 



  
Furthermore, these drug laws have bred the criminalizing of people who use drugs, something that parallels the 
experience of the homeless population daily in Vancouver who are faced with daily harassment from Vancouver city 
cops, Vancouver city workers, and Vancouver city park rangers. Homeless people have to take down their tents and 
move every day, carrying all of their belongings with them only to set up and take down the next day. When tent cities 
arise out of community need, the city tries to evict them, displacing them once again.  
  
Specifically, approving this development will be another way to kill the chinese community only to later use 
Chinatown's history to sell luxury condos to people who want to capitalize off of another community's culture use it as 
a backdrop to their trendy city living. Last week when I walked through Chinatown after work, I saw the City of 
Vancouver “Great Beginnings Program” pictures plastered across storefronts. There are now big old historical photos 
of chinatown posted in the windows of recently emptied chinatown storefronts with paragraphs telling stories of the 
history of Chinatown. So while we sit here debating about the future of Chinatown, the City is taken advantage of the 
empty storefronts (that have closed because of gentrification) and advertising Chinatown’s history in a shameful 
attempt at softening the blow of the displacing this community. Chinatown doesn’t need revitalization because 
Chinatown  isn’t dead. But developments like 105 Keefer are another attempt to kill it. 
 
And to all the organizers and speakers who spoke in opposition of this development, thank you for all your hard work.  
 
Sarah Sheridan  

 




