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To Mr. Gregor Robertson and the Vancouver City Council, 

 

I am writing in response to the proposed Mount Pleasant Industrial Area zoning changes. 
I understand and appreciate the City of Vancouver’s purpose of supporting job growth in the 
Vancouver economy with the proposed changes, but I am reluctant to stay passive and support a 
plan that may disregard the importance of community and religion. Specifically referring to 
Light and Love Home and the Church of God in Vancouver, I strongly urge the city to consider 
allowing said organization to remain in its current location to serve the community.  

While in my second year of university at UBC, I started volunteering with Love Your 
Neighbour Club in affiliation with Light and Love Home, and was involved in activities ranging 
from teaching children in summer day camp to serving seniors, from collecting garbage and 
cleaning the Mount Pleasant and surrounding neighbourhoods, to participating in charity run and 
sales for countries in need, and travelling to volunteer in the slums of Fiji with a team from Light 
and Love Home. These myriad of experiences widened my world view and was fundamental to 
my growth, it humbled me and built me up. What amazed me and kept me involved in this 
organization is the fact that it is a 0% administration fee organization, purely volunteer based, 
and how it inspires the regression of egoistic values and development of compassion.  

During my involvement with volunteering in the past 8 years, I also found my faith at the 
Church of God in Vancouver, and I learned the importance of nurturing not only the physical 
aspects of my life, but the mental and spiritual. More than socioeconomically, my life direction 
was enriched by the purpose and meaning that I found in God, and it has become a core aspect of 
my identity and life. As such, I hope the city will respect the importance of faith and religion as a 
part of our culture and diversity in this community, and an undeniably vital aspect of the 
multicultural identity of Vancouver, and our country. Due to attending the church at 123 E. 6th 
Avenue, I have also found a sense of belonging within the surrounding neighbourhood, spending 
hours studying after church at VPL, and numerous cafés/restaurants.  

Though economic improvement is imperative and warranted, but so is development of 
character, spirituality and faith, and the overall sense of community. The positive impact that 
Light and Love Home and the Church of God in Vancouver has contributed over the years is 
irrefutable. Therefore, it would be appreciated if the City of Vancouver can take Light and Love 
Home and the Church of God in Vancouver in to consideration in the future plans for 
development, and allow the continuation of their good works at their current location.  

 

With respect, 

 

Ming Mei Zhang 
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To the Mayor and Vancouver City Council, 
 
My name is Tom. I attended to this church in 2001. I was 17 at that time. Before 
I came to this church, I was a lonely teenager. Because of this church, I regained 
my self-confidence. I also worked as a volunteer when I had time. I see that 
Light and Love Home really did a lot of things to contribute the whole 
community. A lot of senior, junior, students and new immigrants gain helped 
from Light and Love Home. All volunteers in Light and Love Home serve others 
by their hearts.  If Light and Love Home cannot survive, everybody, including the 
City of Vancouver, will be a loser. the services that offer by Light and Love home 
really help to release the pressure of the city. Hope the City of Vancouver can 
consider the developing plan carefully, and try to do the best to allow Light and 
Love home stay at 123.  
 
Name: Wing Kwan, Lam (Tom)  
Contact number:  
E-mail: !
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