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Site Context

SOUTH SITE:
530 Drake

Street

NORTH SITE:
575 Drake

Street
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Key Council Policy  

1975: Downtown Official Development Plan

1991: Downtown South Goals and Policies

1991: Downtown South Guidelines

2011: Housing and Homelessness Strategy

2014: Healthy City Strategy



Proposal

575 Drake Street (North site)
• Density: 5.15 FSR
• Height: 36 m (118 ft.)
• Social service use: 

- 75 shelter beds
- Program and office space

• Four parking spaces

530 Drake Street (South site)
• Density: 3.05 FSR
• Height: 21 m (68 ft.)
• Social service use: 

- 14 shelter beds
- Program and office space

• No on-site parking



Notification
11,758 postcards mailed to 
surrounding property owners 
and residents 

Community Open House
September 6, 2016

• 42 members of the public 
attended

• 23 pieces of feedback 
received
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Public Input



Support for:
• Covenant House Vancouver as an organization
• Additional shelter beds to tackle youth homelessness

Concerns:
• Scale and density of building, resulting in:

o Impact on views of surrounding properties
o Impact on natural light of surrounding properties

• Concentration of social service facilities in Downtown South, resulting in:
o Impact on property values
o Safety and appearance of the neighbourhood
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Public Input - Comments



Public Benefits

Housing and Homeless Strategy and 
Health City Strategy Benefits

• Social service facility serving at-risk 
street youth:
– Total of 89 shelter beds
– Program Spaces (recreation, education)
– Office Space for Covenant House 

Vancouver
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Appendix
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Appendix

575 Drake St



Social Service: 

1- Covenant House, 575 Drake St
2- The Coast Mental Health Resource Centre, 1225 Seymour St
3- Pacific Aids Resource Centre 1107 Seymour St
4- The Gathering Place, 609 Helmcken St 
5- BC Centre for Disease Control, 1065 Seymour; 
6- B.C. Human Resources, 1002 Seymour Ave. 
7- Vancouver Pride Society, 1080 Howe St
8- Continental Seniors Centre, 1067 Seymour St

Social Housing:

9- New Jubilee House, 1099 Richards St 
10- Brookland Court, 540 Helmcken St.
11- Kindred Place, More than a Roof, 1321 Richards St
12- Karis Place, 1338 Seymour St
13- Kettle on Burrard, 1134 Burrard Street
14- The Wellspring, 415 Nelson St
15- Candela Place, 1267 Granville St
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Social Service / Social Housing Facilities


