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Eric Manford PIERCE  

Obituary 
 
 

 
 
PIERCE, Eric ManfordEric Manford, D.F.M. crossed the Great Divide on February 26, 2011 at age of 91 , 
born in Calgary, Alberta on January 5th 1920. Predeceased by his wife Florence of 58 years in 2002. Early in 
1940 he enlisted in the Royal Canadian Navy and served briefly on the Prince Robert. As his interests were 
more on flying and while still in the Navy he took flying training and soloed in Vancouver and later transferred 
to the Royal Canadian Air Force. He underwent flying training in Ontario and Manitoba after which he was 
transferred overseas and attached to the Royal Air Force. Late in 1941 he served proudly with the 104th Royal 
Air Force squadron and flew in the battles of Malta, Egypt and Libya. Close to the end of the North African 
campaign he was posted to Royal Air Force operational and navigation stations in eastern Canada. In January 
1945 he was posted to the famed Royal Canadian Air Force 168 transport squadron and subsequently returned 
to the European area in support of front line troops. At the conclusion of hostilities the resources of 168 
squadron were directed to transatlantic flying to different parts of Europe and the Middle East and providing 
humanitarian aid and mail delivery. The aircraft at the time were propeller driven, unpressurized modified 
wartime bombers and transport which flew at lower levels through often extreme weather and icing conditions-
-- unlike the modern jet aircraft which fly above the weather. On one notable flight he served as navigator 
under Air Commodore and later Air Vice Marshal Plant in delivering badly needed penicillin from Ottawa to 
war-torn Warsaw Poland. As the Royal Canadian Air Force was fast-moving into peacetime routine in late 
1946, it became time for him to leave the Service after attaining the rank of Flight Lieutenant and seek out a 
new career. He moved with wife Florence to Vancouver and enrolled at the University of B.C. for graduate and 
later post graduate studies. In 1953 he joined the B.C. Corrections Service where he moved up the ladder over 
a period of 29 years to a headquarters position and retired in 1982. Not been satisfied with not doing anything 
that he felt was constructive he became increasingly involved in providing affordable housing for University 
students and others with marginal income to which he devoted his energies almost up to the time of his 
decease. He leaves sisters and brothers-in-laws in Kelowna and Westbank and many nieces and nephews 
across British Columbia, Canada and the United States. A private family Committal Service will be held and 
entombment alongside his wife Florence in the Ocean View Mausoleum, Burnaby.  
 
Published in Vancouver Sun and/or The Province on Mar. 5, 2011  
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Florence PIERCE  

Obituary 
 
 
PIERCE _ Florence Emmaline, born in Saint John, New Brunswick, June 3, 1917. Passed away suddenly at 
home August 6, 2002 after a lengthy battle with a heart condition. Educated in Black's Harbor and Saint John, 
New Brunswick. Married Eric Pierce in May, 1944 and moved with him to Vancouver after his retirement 
from the Canadian Air Force in late 1946 where she has since resided. Employed in the credit department of 
Shores Jewellers and later in the accounts section of the National Harbour Board. Florence will be lovingly 
remembered by her husband Eric of 58 years. Survived by sisters Almeda Paynter (John), Dorothy Ford of 
Kelowna and Westbank and Allison Noel (Sidney) of Cape Cod, Mass. U.S.A. Also nieces and nephews. 
Private family committal and entombment in the Ocean View Abbey Mausoleum, Burnaby. 
 
 
Published in The Vancouver Sun on Aug. 13, 2002  
 

  




