MOTION

11. Mandatory Certification and Licensing of Asbestos and Hazardous Material
Removal Contractors

MOVED by Councillor Reimer
SECONDED by Councillor Louie

WHEREAS

1. Asbestos exposure is the leading cause of work related deaths in BC;

2. WorkSafe BC, the provincial agency charged with ensuring safety for
workers, found 43 percent of all hazardous material surveys done by
contractors renovating or demolishing homes were inadequate but
WorkSafe BC lacks the tools for enforcement and monitoring of existing
hazardous material regulations;

3. There is currently no provincial certification or licensing in BC of
asbestos abatement professionals to ensure standards and allow for the
suspension of non-compliant contractors;

4. Mandatory provincial certification and licensing of demolition and

environmental remediation contractors would allow local governments
in BC require these licenses from contractors as a condition for issuing
demolition and renovation permits.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

A.

THAT Vancouver City Council write a letter to the Premier, the Minister
of Farming, Natural Resources and Industry, and the Minister of Jobs,
Tourism and Skills Training and Responsible for Labour requesting that
the B.C. government require mandatory licensing, certification and
enforceable compliance in safely handling asbestos and other hazardous
material for all demolition, renovation and environmental remediation
contractors.

THAT Vancouver City Council submits a resolution to the 2016 Union of
British Columbia Municipalities Convention requesting that the
provincial government require mandatory licensing, certification and
enforceable compliance in safely handling asbestos and other hazardous
material for all demolition, renovation and environmental remediation
contractors.
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