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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good morning, 

With summer fast approaching, 

staff are pleased to provide an update on what to expect from VIVA Vancouver in 2016
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What is VIVA Vancouver?

FRENCH QUARTER (2014)

COMMERCIAL DRIVE (2014)

SUNNY SLOPES (2015)• VIVA is the City’s ‘test platform’ for new
and unusual public space models

Swing Dancing on 
Granville Street, 2013
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VIVA is about increasing urban liveability through creative placemaking. 

We find opportunities to create great places by reallocating road space and other open spaces

We invite people to slow down, sit, relax, connect with friends, people watch (and sometimes even dance!)




• Viva experiments typically begin as temporary and can
become permanent, depending on lessons learned 3

What is VIVA Vancouver?

Rainbow Crosswalks 
in Davie Village, 2013

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As the City’s primary ‘test platform’ for new and unusual public spaces, our experiments typically begin as temporary or semi-permanent… 

but these can later become year-round, depending on what we learn.
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Parklet Program

SUNNY SLOPES (2015)

PARKLET PROGRAM
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VIVA has done a lot of work around parklets which are publically accessible seating structures placed in parking spaces

We introduced Vancouver to its first parklets back in 2011

Since then, we’ve tested several other designs and  locations
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Parklet Program

SUNNY SLOPES (2015)
• Hot Tubs Parklet - 2012

Three circular seating areas surrounded by tall grasses, just like an old-fashioned, wooden hot tub.
Hop in, have a splash, and connect with neighbours.
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Parklet Program

• Commercial Drive Parklet
Steel and wood tables and benches. Have a break and experience the dynamic Drive.
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Parklet Program

• Sunny Slopes Parklet
This two-level parklet makes for twice the enjoyment on the sunny slope of 4th Avenue.
Sit, relax, and enjoy the ample seating and mini garden.
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Existing Parklet Locations

SUNNY
SLOPES

HOT
TUBS

URBAN
PASTURE

COMMERCIAL
DRIVE

PARALLEL
PARK

FRENCH
QUARTER

Expect to see parklets in 
more neighbourhoods soon!
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With a total of six in the city, we are now ready to formalize the program in spring 2016

Our goal is to double the number of parklets by the end of 2017.

Expect to see parklets in more neighbourhoods soon!

To apply for a parklet, you can visit vancouver.ca/parklets
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Parklets: From Pilot to Program

• This year the parklet pilot program will 
become an ongoing program with a 
new application process

• Our goal: double the number of 
parklets in Vancouver by the end of 
next year.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Parklet program going from pilot to program with a new application process

- Planning to double the number of parklets by the end of next year



Parklet Process – New Application Manual

To apply for a parklet, visit: vancouver.ca/parklets 10

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’ve refined our permitting process and a new Parklet manual is nearing completion

Slide gives you a sneak peak of the look and feel of the new manual

To apply for a parklet, you can visit vancouver.ca/parklets
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From Temporary to Permanent: Jim Deva Plaza

• Testing a new plaza operating model
and new programming ideas in Jim Deva Plaza
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Located in the Davie Village, Jim Deva Plaza was approved by Council in late 2015; it is expected to be ready by Pride 2016.

VIVA was involved in the development of the permanent plaza 

We are working closely with WEBIA and other key community stakeholders to develop a stewardship strategy for the plaza

Key outcomes: to test a new plaza operating model and new programming ideas in the space
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Modifying Past Programs

• Robson Redux was postponed this summer
because of scheduled repairs to Annex steps

Bistro-style street furniture
800 Robson, 2012
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-With maintenance work scheduled to repair the steps of the Annex Building on 800 Robson, VIVA made the decision to postpone this year’s Robson Redux design-build competition. 





13

Modifying Past Programs

Bistro-style street furniture
800 Robson, 2012
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But with all the positive feedback we’ve received in over the years about activating the space, we knew we had to do something! 

So this summer, we’re bring out some colourful umbrellas…
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Modifying Past Programs

• Instead, we’re bringing moveable tables,
chairs and umbrellas to 800 Robson Street!

Bistro-style street furniture
800 Robson, 2012
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And moveable bistro-style tables and chairs
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Modifying Past Programs
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And we’ll be inviting people to come down and eat their lunch and spend some time in the sun on 800 Robson
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• Reshaping VIVA Granville in 2016
because of Burrard Bridge construction impacts

Modifying Past Programs
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-VIVA Granville will also look different in 2016 

-Because of the scale and complexity of the Burrard Bridge rehabilitation project, we are reshaping VIVA Granville to minimize impacts to traffic circulation
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Modifying Past Programs

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This means that instead of the usual on-street activations…
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Modifying Past Programs

• Exploring opportunities for sidewalk activations VIVA Granville, 2014
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…we are exploring opportunities to activate select sections of sidewalk along Granville. 
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Supporting Other Great Ideas

Returning:
• Yaletown Farmers Market
• Art Wraps and Murals
• Active Fiction Project
• Public Pianos
Exploring new ideas:
• Activating False Creek Flats

Public Pianos, 2014

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From Yaletown Farmers Market to public pianos, we’ll be adding colour, enjoyment and excitement in many areas of the city this year! 



• Review achievements to date
• Re-envision the program’s role as a public space incubator
• Identify emerging directions in public space creation
• Capitalize on international trends and evolving local attitudes
• Examine methods for selecting and supporting future projects 
• Expanded VIVA program expected as part of the 2017 Operating 

budget
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VIVA Review and Program Expansion 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
VIVA Vancouver is a very popular and strongly supported program. 

A half decade in, many of our early public space experiments, such as parklets, have become partially or fully integrated into everyday City business. 

This makes 2016 an ideal time to engage stakeholders in a review of our past achievements and to re-envision the program’s role as a public space incubator. 

We will examine our methods for selecting and supporting projects and identify emerging directions in public space creation, capitalizing on international trends and evolving local attitudes. 

Engineering will come forward with an expanded VIVA Vancouver program as part of the 2017 budget process. 
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Thankyou!

Pop Rocks , 2012
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And that concludes our presentation – thank you!





