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Toward Zero Waste

2020 Zero Waste 
target:

Reduce total solid 
waste going to landfill 
or incinerator by 50%
from 2008 levels.
.
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Pillars of a Successful Zero Waste Program
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Primary Objectives of Report

1. Require buildings to have a recycling program

2. Align banned material lists with current program and policies

3. Enable Municipal Ticketing Information system for enforcement

4. Investigate regulatory options for single use items eg. coffee 
cups, plastic shopping bags and expanded polystyrene fast 
food packaging – could include bans or take back.



Currently:
Bans on disposal of recyclables 
enforced at transfer station and 
landfill only.  No requirement for 
buildings to have a recycling 
program.

Proposed:
Require recycling programs at 
the building level. 
E.g. 2015 Food Waste 
requirement
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Regulation and Enforcement 



6

Align Banned Materials with Current Programs/Policies

Blue Box Recyclables
• SF 1990, MF 1999

Yard Trimmings
• 1999

Stewardship Materials
• Depot

Clean Wood
• Depot

Food Scraps
• SF 2012, MF 2014

Metro Vancouver 
Ban:
2008

2008

2008+

2015

2015



By-law Enforcement

Currently: Prosecution
Time consuming, costly 
Minimum fine - $250

Recommended: Ticketing -
Municipal Ticket Information System 
More efficient 

Ticket Structure:
• General Non-Compliance $100
• Offences with larger impact $250
• Fail to obey order under the by-law 

$500

Education and warnings will continue to 
be primary tactics



Enforcement of Solid Waste-Related Offences

Areas of focus:

• Commercial waste containers, 
and illegal dumping– areas of 
biggest concern

• Garbage in Green Bins – a few 
chronic offenders

• Unsecured loads and leaking 
commercial waste collection 
trucks. 



Single Use, Disposable Items

Assess our ability and authority to:

1. Ban use

2. Apply deposits/fee

3. Mandate recycling

4. Require Take Back programs
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Potential Challenges to be Assessed

• Limits to City’s regulatory authority

• Logistics of implementation

• Opportunities to align with 
Stewardship programs (MMBC)

• Potential unintended consequences 
• no practical ability to recycle,
• replacement with alternatives 

that may have more impact, etc.
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• Align regulations with current policies and 
programs

• Streamline enforcement

• Reduce litter and improve street cleanliness

• Support the City’s GCAP Zero Waste goal

Outcomes



Thank You!

Questions


