
 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 

 
 Report Date: November 12, 2013 
 Contact: Tom Hammel 

 Contact No.: 604.873.7545 
 RTS No.: 10301 
 VanRIMS No.: 08-2000-20 

 Meeting Date: December 4, 2013 
 
TO: Standing Committee on Planning, Transportation and Environment 

FROM: Deputy Chief Licence Inspector 

SUBJECT: 2321 Main Street – The Fox (Junebug Enterprises Incorporated) 
Liquor Primary Liquor Licence Application 
Cabaret/Live Performance Venue 

RECOMMENDATION  
 

THAT Council, having considered the opinion of local area residents and business 
operators as determined by neighbourhood notifications, site sign, noise impacts and 
relevant Council policy as outlined in this Administrative Report, endorse the request 
by The Fox for a new 262 person Liquor Primary licence (Liquor Establishment Class  
3 – Cabaret/Live Performance Venue) at 2321 Main Street (old Fox Theatre site) 
subject to: 

 
i. A maximum total capacity of 262 persons (main floor-190 persons/mezzanine – 

72 persons); 
ii. Main floor will only be used in conjunction with pre-booked events; 
iii. Standard hours of operation for the first six months are limited to 11 am to 12 

am, Sunday to Thursday; and 11 am to 1 am, Friday and Saturday; after which 
time the Extended hours of operation may be considered which are limited to 9 
am to 1 am, Sunday to Thursday; and 9 am to 2 am, Friday and Saturday; 

iv. A Time-limited Development Permit;  
v. Signing a Good Neighbour Agreement with the City prior to business licence 

issuance; and 
vi. An acoustic report to be submitted certifying that the establishment meets 

Noise Control By-law requirements. 
 
REPORT SUMMARY  
 
Junebug Enterprises Inc. is requesting a Council resolution endorsing their application for a 
new 262 person Liquor Primary liquor licence at 2321 Main Street.  Should Council accept the 
recommendations in this report, the proposed “cabaret/live performance venue” will have 
the main floor only operate in conjunction with events and the mezzanine will operate as a 
lounge even when there is no performance/entertainment on the main floor. 
 
This application meets current Council policy regarding size, location and hours of operation.  
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COUNCIL AUTHORITY/PREVIOUS DECISIONS  
 
City role in liquor licence applications - The Liquor Control and Licensing Branch of the 
Provincial Government has senior authority in approving liquor license applications.  Their 
regulations require local governments to provide a Council resolution on any liquor primary 
licence application unless the local government decides to opt out of the application review 
process. Council policy has been to provide comments on these applications. 
 
Hours of service - policy for this Non-Downtown Primarily Mixed-Use area are: 
 
Standard hours of liquor service: 

 11 am to 12 am, Sunday to Thursday 
 11 am to 1 am, Friday and Saturday 

 
Extended hours of liquor service: 

 9 am to 1 am, Sunday to Thursday 
 9 am to 2 am, Friday and Saturday 

 
Size and location of new establishments (Council July 14, 2005) – Council Policy states that no 
Class 3 venue shall be located within 500 meters of another Class 3 venue.  
 
Live Performance Venues - The Cultural Facilities Plan identified dedicated performance 
space under 250 seats is a priority, in order to ensure ongoing incubation of emerging artistic 
organizations.  
 
Approval process/requirements - Council policy requires new Liquor Primary liquor licences to 
be subject to a Time-Limited Development Permit, Good Neighbour Agreement, and public 
consultation. 
 
CITY MANAGER'S/GENERAL MANAGER'S COMMENTS  
 
The General Manager of Community Services recommends approval of the foregoing. 
 
REPORT   
 
Background/Context  
 
Staff are currently conducting a city wide liquor policy and entertainment review.  While that 
work is going on, specific applications are being carefully reviewed to ensure compliance with 
existing policies, neighbourhood compatibility and that a concentration of liquor 
establishments isn’t being created. 
 
The applicant (Junebug Enterprises Inc.) is requesting a Council resolution endorsing their 
application for a 262 persons Liquor Primary liquor licence (Liquor Establishment Class 3 – 
Cabaret/Live Performance Venue) with extended hours of operation between 3 pm to 1 am, 
Sunday to Thursday and 3 pm to 2 am, Friday and Saturday. 
 
The applicant intends on operating a “cabaret/live performance venue” which will focus on 
live and non-live events such as concerts, theatrical events, dance, comedy, DJ and individual 
performances with beverage service(refer to Appendix B). The applicant is requesting liquor 
service throughout the establishment (main floor – 190 persons and mezzanine – 72 persons). 
The main floor will only operate in conjunction with events and the mezzanine will operate as 
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a lounge even when there is no performance/entertainment on the main floor. The main floor 
also has space for dancing during events. The operators have many years of experience in 
dealing with “live performance venues” such as the Rickshaw and the Waldorf.   
 
The proposed location for this establishment is in the old Fox Theatre site which operated as 
an adult entertainment theatre since 1986. The building is currently undergoing renovations 
in order to accommodate the proposed cabaret/live performance venue.  
 
Strategic Analysis  
 
Staff support the proposed application based on the following analysis. 
 
Results of the Neighbourhood Notification 
 
A neighbourhood notification advising of the application for a 262 person Liquor Primary liquor 
establishment was conducted by circulating approximately 450 notices in the survey 
area(refer to Appendix A). A site sign was erected advising the community of the application 
and where to send concerns or comments.  Staff allowed three weeks for the community to 
respond with concerns or support for the application. A total of 154 responses were received 
in response to the application.   
 
The results of the notification are summarized as follows:   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Respondents opposing the application are most concerned with increased nuisance issues for 
the community including; noise, drunkenness, disturbances with patrons leaving the 
establishment and lack of parking in the area. Concerns were also expressed that the 
proposed hours of operation were not appropriate for the area. 
 
Letters of support were received from the Executive Director of the Mount Pleasant Business 
Improvement Society, Artistic Director of the Vancouver Folk Music Festival and Libby Davies, 
MP of Vancouver East (refer to Appendix C). 
 
Location of Establishment 
 
The subject site is located in C-3A Zoning District and for the purposes of liquor policy, it is 
considered to be located in the Non-Downtown Primarily Mixed-Use Area. The surrounding 
area is a mixture of residential, retail, office, restaurants, and other commercial uses (refer 
to Appendix A). 
 
Proximity to other social or recreational facilities and to other Liquor Primary 
Establishments 
 
The Mount Pleasant Community Centre is located at 1 Kingsway but does not pose a conflict 
with the proposal for liquor primary seats. 
 
There are numerous restaurants located within the 800’ radius of the subject site but no 
Liquor Primary establishments. 

 Within 800’ radius 
of subject site 

Outside 800’ radius 
of subject site 

No contact 
information 

Total 

Support 63 85 2 150 
Opposed 3  1 4 
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There are no Liquor Establishment Class 3 located within 500 meters of the subject site 
therefore, this application meets Council Policy for distancing requirements.  
 
Person Capacity and Hours of Operation 
 
The Vancouver Fire Department has reviewed the application and approved an interior 
occupant load of 262 persons.  
 
The hours of operation requested for the Liquor Primary liquor licence are 3 pm to 1 am, 
Sunday to Thursday and 3 pm to 2 am, Friday and Saturday which falls under the Extended 
Hours permitted for this area.  
 
Noise 
 
An acoustical report certifying that the establishment meets Noise Control By-law 
requirements will be required and this should mitigate negative impacts due to noise. The 
applicant has also carried out some acoustic upgrading to the building. 
 
Impact on the Community 
 
The proposed cabaret/live performance venue is located in a primarily mixed-use area which 
is comprised of commercial uses and residential developments. Staff do not anticipate any 
community impacts with this establishment. The applicant’s track record shows that they are 
strong advocates for “live performance”.  The Fox is seen as an important new cultural hub 
for live performance and event space with the goal of promoting affordable, independent 
local theatre and live performance as well as showcasing alternative artists from around the 
world. The applicant feels that they will create and fill a demand for live performance space. 
 
A Time-limited Development Permit and Good Neighbour Agreement should provide adequate 
controls to ensure the land use/business remains compatible with the surrounding community.   
 
The Police Department has reviewed the application and have no concerns about this 
application. The Cultural Services Department also supports this application. 
 
Furthermore, this application complies with Council’s liquor policy for Venue Size and Hours 
of Liquor Service and Council policy for live performance venues and the direction the city is 
headed with respect to providing more live performance venues. 

 
Implications/Related Issues/Risk (if applicable)  
 
Financial  
 
There are no financial implications. 
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CONCLUSION  
 
Staff recommend Council endorse the applicant’s request for a Liquor Primary liquor licence 
for their cabaret/live performance venue, subject to the limiting conditions.  Staff 
experience generally shows that liquor service in these venues is an amenity for patrons and 
not the primary focus of the business. The liquor license is needed to provide revenue to 
support the live performance function of the venue. The applicants commitment to 
supporting arts and cultural programs is of benefit along with providing their venue to local 
community groups. The Fox is an important cultural venue in the city and we welcome and 
encourage live performance and ongoing cultural use. The application meets current Council 
policy regarding liquor establishments. 
 
 

* * * * * 
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